MONTREAL 

TORONTO 

NO CHANGE OF MRCRAFT, AT HOST CONVENIENT TIMES EVERY 
TUESUY AND TMRSOAY WITH ADEQUATE SPACE FOR CARSO 

fSfc RDYALJORDANIAX 


YOUR WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





s. r oundanon 


S. Africa judge sentences 6 whites to die 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — A South African white judge sentenced 
six white rightists to death on Wednesday for murdering four black 
men at an illegal roadblock near Johannesburg. The six members of 
the neo-Nazi Afrikaner Resistance Movement (AWB) were conde- 
mned to' hang in a supreme court ruling that came as South Africa 
entered the first full day of a new, black-led democratic era. The AWB 
is a paramilitary white supremacist group led by firebrand Eugene 
Terreblanche that wants a Europeans-only homeland. The men were 
found guilty of four counts of murder each. In addition to the death 
penalty — executions ate now in abeyance in South Africa — one 
received a 1 5-year jail term and the other five men got 18 years jail for 
attempted murder, assault and possession of unlicensed firearms. 
Judge Dirk Marais, passing judgment, said the sentences should act as 
a deterrent for those intent on talcing the law into their own hands. 
Those sentenced to death were Petrus Matthews, Marthinus van der 
Schyff. Frederick Badenhorst, Marius Vtsser. Karel Me i ring and 
Andre Visser. 
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Scuds kill 25 in Sanaa; 
mediation bids intensified 


prabined agency dispatches 

AT LEAST two Scud missiles 
slammed into the centre of 
Sanaa Wednesday killing at 
least 25 civilians as southern 
forces went on the offensive 
against rival northern troops in 
war-tom Yemen. 

The Scuds, fired by southern 
forces as dawn broke over the 
northern capital and again in 
the afternoon, flattened nouscs 
rjd badly damaged surround- 
ing buildings in the worst 
attacks on the city since the 
civil war erupted Last week. 

The victims included an en- 
tire family, officials said. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, whose forces have been 
fighting those of his southern 
rival Vice-President Ali Salem 
A1 Beidh, vowed that '‘this 
cowardly act will not go un- 
punished.'* 

He told military comman- 
ders the Scud had killed or 
wounded 53 people, the offi- 
cial news agency SABA re- 
ported. Earlier it said that at 
least 25 were killed. 

Southern forces have fired 
19 Scud missiles at northern 
Yemen since fighting began, 
including 13 at the capital, 
according to the Sanaa author- 
ities. 

Southerners also launched a 
missile and artillery bombard- 


ment of AJ Rabda. near the 
town of Taiz. 300 kilomenes 
south of here, a nonhem 
spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, southern jets 
and artillery pounded nonhem 
forces based some 60 
kilometres east of the strategic 
southern port city of Aden 

The heaviest fire was con- 
centrated on the Zmjibur area, 
as well as Jiaar and Bakis. 
where the northern A? Amali- 
qa Brigade is based. 

Some 12,000 northern 
troops are stationed in Abyan 
province east of Aden. West- 
ern military experts said. 

Correspondents said the 
southern forces still controlled 
a swathe of territory between 
Aden and Qaiabah. 100 
kilometres to the nonh. 

In the past few days north- 
ern officials claimed their 
troops had reached the out- 
skirts of Aden, but correspon- 
dents in the region said the dty 
was calm. 

The northern authorities 
offered a conditional ceasefire 
Wednesday to Mr. Beidh's 
forces. 

Spea?:»r* after a meeting 
with President Hosni Mubarak 
in Cairo. Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Bassan- 
dav,j called on Mr. Beidh, 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP'J 
supporters to surrender, prom- 


ising they would have a "fait 
trial." 

The nonh would accept a 
ceasefire if the southerners 
agreed to recognise Mr. 
Sulch’s government, respect 
the country's unity, and put ail 
the armed forces under the 
government’s control, he said. 

The armies uf the two coun- 
tries never merged after the 
unification of conservative 
North Yemen with the Marxist 
South in May 1990. 

Western experts put the 
strength of the northern army 
at 36,500 men. white the South 
has 28.500. 

Arab League mediators 
reached Najran in southern 
Saudi Arabia en route to Sanaa 
Wednesday, in a new bid to 
end the conflict. 

In Riyadh. Yemeni Planning 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Iryani said Sanaa was willing to 
have Arab mediation, but re- 
jected an Egyptian proposal 
for an intervention force. 

Previously the Sanaa lead- 
ership rejected any Arab 
League involvement, describ- 
ing the conflict as an "internal 
affair." 

In the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), sacked Yemeni Oil 
Minister Saleh Abu Bakr Ben 
Husseinun was due to brief. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel: Handover on May 18 


RI W- 
Clinton inks 
>f handshake 
y Monday** 
ail nool# r 
?mh Aina-’ 
; South Ais 
uguratwsd* 
s\ that cast 
siJent. “Skt 
The plaa. 8 ' 
r. energy- ■ 

■eporters 2® : 
phone i* 1 

the m* 
onversanfl*® 
armaceffc' 
on. 

essed aijf 
art in a 

^’rasl 
sadeni 0* 

Ration ® 

aucurt 1 * 0 * 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel’s cabinet on Wednesday 
unanimously approved the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord 
ppd a timetable for withdrawal 
Viiat mil take Israeli troops out 
of the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho by next 
Wednesday. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin also brought the agree- 
ment before the 120-scat Knes- 
set for debate and approval. 

Mr. Rabin has a one-seat 
majority in the parliament, and 
-the measure was expected to 
pass later Wednesday after 
hours of debate. 

The prime minister’s speech 
to the Knesset was an attempt 
to silence criticism, empha&is- 
. ing bow little Israel had actual- 
ly surrendered. 


He noted that sections of the 
accord singled out by the 
opposition, like the possible 
return of Palestinians who fled 
the territories after the 1967 
Middle East war, were first 
raised in the opposition Likud 
Party’s 1979 peace treaty with 

Egypt- 

At the same time he did not 
deny the accord was a gamble. 

"There is no agreement 
without compromises or con- 
cessions on both sides, if both 
are to adhere to it," Mr. Rabin 
said. "There is no agreement 
that does not entail certain 
risks and such is the accord laid 
before the parliament." 

Yossi Sand, the environ- 
ment minister who helped 
negotiate the self-rule agree- 
ment, said the 14-member 
cabinet decided in a special 


two-bour session to withdraw 
troops from the autonomous 
regions and hand over power 
to the PLO by next Wednes- 
day. 

"The government approved 
the agreement unanimously. 
But what is important now is to 
pay attention to the timetable. 
The timetable is very defined," 
said Mr. Sarid. 

He said that on Friday Israel 
would hand over to the Palesti- 
nians the southern part of the 
Gaza Strip and all of Jericho. 
By next Wednesday, authority 
for Gaza City and the northern 
part of the coastal strip would 
be transferred to the Palesti- 
nians, Mr. Sarid said. 

"This means that from next 
Wednesday all of the responsi- 

(Continucd on page 5) 


Buthelezi, Winnie in cabinet 


: Mom'en 
crer. ,-h 


PRETORIA (AP) — Nelson 
Mandela on Wednesday in- 
cluded his chief black rival in 
the cabinet of South Africa’s 
first post-apartheid govern- 
ment and gave his estranged 
wife a deputy minister post. 

Zulu nationalist leader Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi became 
home affairs minister, while 
t^innie Mandela was named 
deputy minister of arts, cul- 
ture, science and technology. 

'The 27-member cabinet — 
comprising 18 from Mr. Man- 
dela's African National Con- 
gress (ANC), six from former 
President F.W. de Klerk’s 
National Party (NP) and three 
from Mr. Buthelezi's Inkatha 
Freedom Party fIFP) — was 
sworn in at the Union Build- 
ings and launched its first 
meeting. It is led by Mr. Man- 
dela. the president, and deputy 
presidents De Klerk and Tha- 


bo Mbeki of the ANC. 

Mr. Buthelezi was expected 
to join the cabinet after In- 
katha won just over 10 per cent 
of the vote in last month's 
all-race election, entitling the 
party to three cabinet seats. 

But the inclusion of Mrs. 
Mandela, even as a deputy 
minister, came as a surprise, 
especially after Mr. Mandela 
pointedly refused to acknow- 
ledge her presence during the 
first meeting of the new parlia- 
ment Monday. 

As head of the ANC 
women’s league. Mrs. Mande- 
la has wide support among 
women and militant youths 
who cheer her fiery rhetoric 
against the legacy of apartheid. 
Her appointment culminates a 
remarkable political comeback 
after her 1991 conviction on 
kidnapping charges, allega- 
tions of an extra-marital affair 


and corruption, and her 
separation from her husband in 
1992. 

In accepting the home affaire 
portfolio, Mr. Buthelezi takes 
over the ministry that formerly 
oversaw his Kwazulu black 
homeland and ocher black ter- 
ritories created under apar- 
theid to separate blacks and 
whites. 

Those homelands have been 
disbanded under a new politic- 
al system in which the country 
is divided into nine provinces 
with some federal powers. In 
an ironic twist, Mr. Buthelezi 
has pledged to work for greater 
federal powers for the pro- 
vinces, which would reduce his 
authority as home affairs 
minister. 

The ministry also handles 
the bureaucracy of government 
documents, such as passports, 
identity books and visas. 




His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday meets poised to enter the West Bank camped near the 
with members at the Palestinian police force King Hussein Bridge 

Jordan stands fully behind 
Palestinian rights — King 

His Majesty meets police force at bridge 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday stressed that Jor- 
dan has no ambitions but to see 
the Palestinian people free on 
their national soil living the 
kind life which is their right. 

Addressing Palestinian 
police forces that will deploy in 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
under the interim autonomy 
agreement between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), King Hussein 
reiterated Jordan's support for 
the Palestinian people and the 
PLO. 

"We are with yon with all 
our capabilities... and we deal 
with your leadership, the PLO 


leadership, which is the sole 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people according to 
the desire of this people and 
the Arab Nation since 1974," 
the King said. 

“We will always support the 
right of the Palestinian people 
and you should know that you 
have a place in our hearts and 
conscience.” 

Urging the Palestinian 
policemen to convey to the 
Palestinian people living under 
occupation greetings from him 
and the Jordanian people. 
King Hussein expressed pride 
in tee steadfastness of Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, and ex- 
pressed his wishes that the 


autonomy agreement will be 
the start for regaining the 
Palestinian people's national 
rights on their national soil. - 

He reassured policemen who 
will leave their families in Jor- 
dan that they will be taken 
good care of by saying that “we 
in Jordan stand for any one of 
you leaving his family for his 
new duties; his family will be 
our family and beloved ones, 
and you are our family and 
Jordan is your family with all it 
has." 

The King wished the Palesti- 
nian forces good luck in car- 
rying out their duties and 
urged them to rise to the level 
of the expectations of people in 
the occupied territories. 


RAF AH, occupied Gaza Strip 
(Agencies) — A contingent of 
145 Palestinian policemen 
drove into the Gaza Strip from 
Egypt on Wednesday, cheered 
on by thousands of Palestinians 
by tee roadside. 

They followed a first group 
of 160 policemen who crossed 
the border on Tuesday to a 
tumultuous reception, after 27 
years of Israeli occupation. 

The vanguard took over 
Israeli military buildings in 
Deir Al Balah, where they 
were besieged by celebrating 
Gazans during the day. 

Palestinian police comander 
Nasr Yousef said the new con- 
tingent would be put up at 
former Israeli’ police barracks 
in Bureij, which Israeli forces 
had just handed over along 
with a police station on the 
edge of Nusseirat. Both towns 
are in the middle of Gaza. 

As the news spread, hun- 
dreds of Palestinians poured 
onto the streets around the 
facilities, shouting pro- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) slogans, to mark 
the Israeli departure. 

More than 20 uniformed 
Palestinian police received the 
keys to the buildings from the 
Israelis and hoisted the red, 
green, white and black flag 
after the star of David was 


lowered, witnesses said. 

On Tuesday night, Israeli 
security forces quit all the Deir 
Al Balah area a couple of 
hours before the first contin- 
gent arrived from abroad, fol- 
lowing last Wednesday’s sign- 
ing of the autonomy agree- 
ment. 

That sparked all-night festi- 
vities which rumbled on 
Wednesday in Deir Al Balah, 
where the 160 ex-soldiers from 
the Palestine Liberation Army 
(PLA) were billeted in formeT 
Israeli administration build- 
ings. 

Under the May 4 autonomy 
agreement, 9,000 policemen 
will be deployed in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, of whom 
7,000 will come from PLO 
bases in Arab countries. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid confirmed 
Wednesday that Palestinians 
would be in control of Gaza 
and Jericho in another week. 

Thousands of joyous resi- 
dents overran the police base 
to bug officers and clamber 
over the guard towers and 
other hated symbols of the 
Occupation in Deir Al Balah, 
tee first area to taste freedom 
under the PLO- Israel accord. 

Police pleaded with the mob 
to leave the police headquar- 
ters compound for over an 


hour, using a crackling louds- 
peaker to make pleas like, 
"please for the sake of Pales- 
tine, leave this place." They 
were largely ignored. 

A Fateh man, newly 
emerged from hiding, entered 
the courtyard of the building 
and fired into the air with 
automatic rifles, briefly clear- 
ing out the crowd who came 
bade over the outside walls. 

In Gaza City, Mr. Yousef 
said fae did not consider 
weapons a problem, but they 
were no longer needed in the 
hands of fighters. 

7 , “They had the right to bear 
arms because they were under 
occupation, but now we will 
work in an organised manner 
for 0001101 ," Mr. Yousef said. 

Preparations were underway 
for a transfer to Palestinian 
police in Jericho, where a date 
erupted with Israeli soldiers. 
The trouble started when sol- 
diers moved to dear the town 
of reporters, dragging some 
out by their arms and legs. 

Angry Palestinians booted, 
prompting a round of stun gre- 
nades, teargas and rubber bul- 
lets. Soldiers ordered local 
merchants to dose, cursing 
them. 

The army spokesman's 
office said it was checking on 
the reason for tee action. 


Jordan, PLO agree 
on mechanisms for 
economic accord 


By Caroline Farraj and 
P.V. Vrvekanand 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestine Liberation Organis- 
tion (PLO) officials have 
agreed on a series of mechan- 
isms to implement tee econo- 
mic agreement the Kingdom 
and the organisation signed in 
January, officials from both 
sides said Wednesday. 

Eliding an eight-hour meet- 
ing at the Prime Ministry 
where he led the Jordanian 
delegation to the talks. Minis- 
ter of State for Cabinet Affairs 
and Information Jawad Al 
Axiani said; “We have found 
solutions that will convince the 
Jordanian and Palestinian peo- 
ple that we are marching to- 
wards achieving our interests 
away from disputes." 

Ahmad Qouriea, Dr. Ana- 
ni’s counterpart, agreed. De- 
scribing the talks as lengthy 
and detailed, Mr. Qouriea 
said: "We have prepared 
mechanisms with full under- 
standing to implement the 
Jordanian-Palestiman econo- 
mic accord signed on Jan. 7.” 


He said the issues discussed 
dealt with banking and monet- 
ary issues, trade and customs. 

He announced that subcom- 
mittees 1 : were set up and they 
will commence their work on 
Saturday to follow up the im- 
plementation of the agree- 
ment. 

Dr. Qouriea said: "The first 
and basic reference that we 
resort to is this friendly and 
brotherly country, Jordan, 
with which we are linked with 
distinguished relations." 

The officials’ comments indi- 
cated that the two sides have 
managed to find common 
grounds after differences 
appeared in tee wake of the 
signing of an economic accord 
between the PLO and Israel in 
Paris last monte. 

They also indicated that 
answers that the PLO provided 
to a series of questions chat 
Jordan put to the organisation 
at the outset of the latest round 
of meetings on Tuesday were 
at least partly satisfactory to 
the Kingdom. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Sodomist and killer 
sentenced to death 


Second police unit enters 
Gaza cheered on by masses 

Security force takes over Israel-evacuated base 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The criminal 
court on Wednesday handed 
down the death sentence to 
Mohammad Momani, 58, after 
convicting him of umrdering an 
eight-year-old boy m an inci- 
dent that sent shockwaves 
through the Jordanian society 
two months ago. 

The convict, known as Abu 
Ziad, stood impassive as Judge 
Yousef Hmoud announced the 
verdict and displayed no emo- 
tion as be was escorted out of 
the courtroom by security 
officers. 

Relatives and friends of Abu 
Sad’s victim, Lo’ai Oraiqat, 
wbo were waiting outside the 
court sighed with relief upon 
hearing the verdict. 

"Justice has prevailed," 
Lo’ai ’s father, Musa Oraiqat, 
tokl the Jordan Times. 

"I was not going to accept 
any compromise and that is 
what I was wanting here for 
since the morning.’’ 

According to Nayef Khajail, 
a lawyer for the Oraiqat fami- 
ly, the main evidence in tee 
case was a confession by Abu 
Ziad that be bad lured Lo’ai, 
his neighbour’s son, to an iso- 
lated area 30 kilometres from 
Zarqa, on the morning of 
March 12, and raped him. 

The boy started bleeding 
and he threatened Abu Ziad to 
tell his father. In his confession 
to police. Abu Ziad said he 
tried to stop the bleeding but 
be failed, and he had no choice 
but to kill Lo’ai. 

He told police he severed 
the head of the boy and other 
parts of his body by using a 
knife which be got rid ofF 
before returning to Zarqa. 

Lo’ai's decomposing body 
was found dumped near a pile 
of stones in Al Quonieh area 
on March 15, three days after 
he was reported missing. 


“The head was severed and 
the body showed bruises, 
according to a family member. 

Abu Ziad, who lives dose to 
the victim's house, went to his 
neighbour’s house the same 
evening and volunteered to 
escort Lo’ai ’s father to police 
station to report his child mis- 
sing. 

When Lo’ai’s body was 
found, the convict went to his 
neighbour's house with food 
and comforted the family and 
attended the funeral. 

Abu Ziad reportedly confes- 
sed during questioning. During 
the first sessions of court, 
however, Abu Ziad refused to 
speak, and he was transferred 
to a mental institution for ex- 
amination for a week, Mr. 
Khajail told the Jordan Times. 

Abu Ziad was sent back to 
the court after medical reports 
proved he w£. d.entally fit to 
stand trial, ror the first few 
sessions, the convict refused to 
confess, but he finally 
answered "yes” to the judge’s 
question if his confession to 
police was true. Mr. Khajail 
said, adding that the other 
words Abu Ziad said were “I 
was drank." 

Other evidence used against 
Abu Ziad was his failure to 
report to work on the day of 
tee incident. Defence witnes- 
ses in the case included several 
cousins and relatives, police 
officers and lawyers whom 
Abu Ziad resorted to for legal 
matters unrelated to the mur- 
der case. 

The prosecutor had sought 
tee maximum penalty. 

A court-appointed lawyer 
represented abu Ziad in the 
case and appealed for mercy 
for his client and asked that he 
be spared from the death 
penatly. 

According to Mr. Khajail, 
the verdict will be reviewed by 
the court of cassation in 15 
days. 


PLO reformists gain strength ahead of self- rule Freedom House lauds Jordan media reforms 
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By Lamb K. Andoni 

DELIBERATIONS to form 
a Palestinian authority have 
triggered an unprecedented 
internal power struggle as 
Palestinian officials and lead- 
ers seem determined to put 
an end to Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
single-handed leadership 
prior to moving to Jericho 
and Gaza. 

. So far most PLO officials 
and leaders from the Israeli- 
occupied territories have de- 
clined to take part in the 
125-member authority either 
in protest against the agree- 
ment on Palestinian auton- 
omy signed in Cairo on May 



4, or against Mr. Arafat’s 
autocratic style, which, they 
fear, will dominate the new 
authority. 

Prior to Mr. Arafat’s de- 
parture for South Africa to 
attend the inauguration of 
president Nelson Mandela, 
the PLO leadership in Tunis 
challenged his attempt to 
singlehandedly appoint the 
Palestinian authority. 

But, during his brief stay in 
South Africa, the PLO chair- 
man defied the challenge by 
appointing by telephone four 
members from the occupied 
territories. 

So far the four leaders 
from the occupied territories, 
who are said to have accepted 
membership in the Palesti- 


nian authority, are Fateh 
head in Gaza Zakaria Al 
Agha, Freih Abu Mdein (also 
a Gazan close to Fateh), 
Bethlehem Mayor Elias 
Freij, and the head of the 
Palestinian side of the liaison 
with Israel, Jamil Al Tarifi- 

By going over the heads of 
the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee and prominent PLO lead- 
ers in the occupied territor- 
ies, Mr. Arafat is apparently 
trying to force the reluctant 
leaders to follow — a tactic 
that he has perfected in the 
past. 

But this time the situation 
is more complicated as many 
officials and leaders are wary 
about the implications of tak- 
ing part in an authority in 


charge of implementing an 
agreement that they either 
oppose or have strong re- 
servations about. 

Most, including his part- 
ners in the 30-month-old 
peace process, feel that they 
were marginalised in the 
actual negotiations and that 
Mr. Arafat is now trying to 
impose on them an agree- 
ment that they were not party 
to. 

In a strongly-worded state- 
ment, the Palestine Demo- 
cratic Union, FIDA, led by 
Yasser Abd Rabbo, charged 
that the pact enables Israel to 
practically maintain its con- 
trol over the Gaza Strip and 

(Continued on page 5) 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
A noted human rights orga- 
nisation has identified Jordan 
as the only Arab country to 
make progress last year to- 
wards a free press. 

Freedom House's 1994 re- 
port on worldwide press free- 
doms quoted a specialist who 
wrote, "for all its shortcom- 
ings, the Jordanian press ... is 
the most level-headed and 
reliable in the Arab World." 

Political reforms in Jolrdan 
represent real — albeir "in- 
sufficient" — change. Free- 
dom House concluded. Its 
analysts gave the country a 
“low-level yet partly free 
press rating," noting that 
journalists there are still 
licensed by the state, im- 
ported publications are still 


subject to censorship and that 
certain subjects remain 
taboo. 

Freedom House, which has 
carried out an annual survey 
of press freedoms since 1979, 
examined the status of print 
and broadcast media in 186 
countries and classified each 
as “free," "partly free," or 
"not free." Its 1994 report 
gave 36.6 per cent of the 
countries a "free press" rat- 
ing. 

The ratings were based an 
four criteria; The influence of 
laws and rales governing the 
media; the extent of political 
pressures and controls on 
media content; the extent of 
economic influences from 
government or elsewhere; 
and cases of overt repressive 


actions, ranging from self- 
censorship to the killing of 
journalists. 

Based on those criteria, 
"Israel barely retains its free- 
press status,” Freedom 
House said, noting specifical- 
ly the military censorship 
associated with Israel’s 
occupation of Palestinian 
lands. 

Nevertheless, Israel was 
the only country in the Mid- 
dle East to earn the "free 
press” rating. Throughout 
the region, strict government 
control of the media is com- 
mon and "change comes 
slowly,” Freedom House re- 
ported. 

Lebanon, which once 
boasted, “the freest media in 
the Middle East,” moved 


into Freedom House’s “part- 
ly free” column. Concerns 
cited by the organisation in- 
cluded the government's 
sporadic banning of certain 
newspapers and the fact that 
"a single large investor con- 
trols the public portion of the 
state television network.” 
Kuwait joined the former 
Soviet republics of Belarus 
and Georgia as countries that 
were reclassified from “partly 
free to not free.” 

Algeria, Egypt, Libya, 
Mauritania, Oman, Qatar, 
Sudan, Syria and the United 
Arab Emirates all earned a 
"not free” press rating from 
Freedom House; the media 
in Bahrain, Morocco, Tunisia 
and Yemen were classified as 
“partly free.” 
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DetaUsof transfer get under way in Jericho 


JERICHO, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — Leafing through 
a stack of folders, an Israeli 
health official laid out for a 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) delegation what 
was in store once they took 
over Jericho hospital from the 
Israeli military government. 

“You’ve got clean linens for 
today," Yossi Schachter, head 
of the military government's 
health services, said Tuesday 
during a tour of the hospital. 

Mr. Schachter said Israel 
would pay the employees' 
wages through May and leave 
behind a three-month supply 
of medicine. 

Such briefings took place at 
some 20 sites Tuesday in 
Jericho, the future seat of the 
PLO government, as the nitty- 
gritty process of transferring 
power began in earnest. 

The 10-member PLO de- 
legation visited schools, a post 
office, the income tax depart- 
ment and even archaeological 
sites, all run now by Israel but 
soon to come under Palestinian 
control. 

The formal transfer of power 
will not take place until the 
first contingent of Palestinian 


police arrives in town some- 
time later this week, said Bri- 
gadier General Gadi Zohar, 
head of the West Bank military 
government. 

Still, Palestinians were quick 
to hoist their flag over several 
of the buildings Tuesday. 

A bed-sheet-sized flag was 
drapped over the entrance of 
Tel Jericho, an archaeological 
site containing remains of 23 
cities with the earliest dating 
back 10.000 years. 

Five tourist buses had 
Palestinian flags pinned under 
the front windshield, courtesy 
of the local restaurant owner. 

“We came to see the 
archaeological digs, but what is 
going on here today is just as 
fascinating," said Gert Thaeis, 
67, a Christian pilgrim from 
the small town of Breidenbach, 
in southern Germany. 

As he spoke. Major General 
Ilan Biran, head of the army's 
central command, chatted with 
Palestinians at the entrance to 
the archaeological dig after 
taking a last look from a hill 
overlooking the city. 

Palestinians pressed Gen. 
Biran for word on when the 
Palestinian police, waiting 


since Sunday on the Jordanian 
side of the King Hussein 
bridge, would finally be 
allowed to cross. 

*‘We are ready to let them 
pass any moment. You have to 
ask (PLO leader Yasser) Ara- 
fat about the delay.” Gen. 
Biran told the crowd. 

He said that under the 
autonomy accord, Mr. Arafat 
would first have to name his 
24-meir.''?r national council 
before the police could be de- 
ployed. 

A sensitive site during the 
tour was the Peace Upon Israel 
synagogue which is to be run 
by tbe Palestinians while Jew- 
ish worshippers will be given 
prayer rights. 

The two-storey building on 
the outskirts of town bad be- 
come a rallying site for Jewish 
settlers making a last-ditch 
stand against implementing the 
autonomy accord. 

When PLO official Naim 
Abu A1 Homous pulled up 
Tuesday to inspect the synago- 
gue. about a dozen Jewish 
seminary students and right- 
wing legislator Han an Porat, a 
patron of the settler move- 
ment, were inside. 


Mr. Porat came out and 
complained that he had not 
been notified. 

“We find it unacceptable 
that you coordinate with the 
Palestinian administration be- 
fore you coordinate with us,” 
Mr. Porat told an Israeli gener- 
al who was briefing Mr. Abu 
A1 Homous. 

“In the meantime, we are 
not transferring anything to the 
Palestinians,” said the Israeli 
officer, who did not identify 
himself. “We are just showing 
them the seminary.” 

Pointing to Mr. Abu A1 
Homous, Ms. Porat said, “who 
is this man?" 

Mr. Abu Al Homous intro- 
duced himself and added: 
“You are a member of parlia- 
ment. right?” 

“Member of Parliament 
Hanan Porat. a good neigh- 
bour.” Mr. Porat responded 
before tbe tour began. 

Mr. Abu Al Homous said 
later tbe Palestinian authority 
would permit Jews to pray at 
the synagogue. 

“The Palestinian people re- 
spect all kinds of religions,” be 
said. “This is our way. and we 
will keep it.” 


Israel says 3,000 
Palestinians returned 


Wounded troops voice anger at Yemen war 


SANAA (R) — The wounded 
of Yemen's civil war brooded 
Tuesday over what they called 
futile political rivalries pitting 
Yemeni against Yemeni. 

Captive southerners lay be- 
side northerners in wards in 
the military hospital in the 
Yemen capital of Sanaa in the 
north. Most were aged from IS 
to SO, but the youngest was just 
14. 

“Had we directed our fire 
against Israel we would have 
achieved something,” said 
Second Lieutenant Abdu AH 
Abdullah of the southern army 
which has been fighting north- 
ern foes in a week-old war. 

“But victor and vanquished 
in this battle will have a black 
page in history.” 

“These are regrettable 
events,” said Abed-Rabbu 
Mohammad Saleh, a 28-year- 
old soldier from the north's 


eighth brigade. 

“The two sides are to blame 
for it.” 

The southerners, perhaps 
understandably, showed no 
sign of hostility to their captors 
despite serious wounds, includ- 
ing bums, suffered in the right- 
ing racking this impoverished 
Arabian Peninsula state of 13 
million people. 

The former North and South 
Yemen stationed some troops 
in each other's territory under 
a 1990 merger that now lies in 
shreds. The move was aimed at 
eventual military merger but 
integration was never 
achieved. 

Zayed Abdullah Ghazi from 
a southern armoured brigade, 
suffering gunshot fractures, 
said his unit had lived in peace 
for four years with northern 
troops after the merger. 
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“Our officers fled and let us 
down. Northerners and south- 
ern men were brothers until 
the hostilities started,” he said. 

Both groups of wounded 
spoke in support of the union. 

But several northerners in 
interviews blamed the south- 
ern Yemeni authorities for the 
fighting and accused some 
southern troops of bestial be- 
haviour on the battlefield. 

“We were living like 
brothers with the (southern) 
Basubaid Brigade. But they 
started the firing,” said north- 
ern soldier Hussein Ali 
Ghobar. 

“They acted like beasts,” 
said Abdullah Said Nagui, a 
northerner of the Amaliqa Bri- 
gade. 

“When they captured some 
of our colleagues they brought 
them in cars and left them 


Prosecutor drops charges 
against 2 in Sidon trial 


SIDON (AP) — Tbe prosecu- 
tor in the trial of two Palesti- 
nians accused of the 1984 
assassination of a Libyan dissi- 
dent in Berlin has dropped the 
charge and asked the court for 
their release. 

Tbe request by Prosecutor 
Hatem Madhi could dear the 
way for the extradition of one 
of the accused, Yasser Chreidi, 
to stand trial in Germany for 
the murder of Libyan Mustafa 
Ashek and the 1986 Berlin 
discotheque bombing. 

Mr. Madbi told the criminal 
court Tuesday that the 1984 
killing of Ashek in West Berlin 
had political motives, and thus 
was covered by a 1991 general 
amnesty for political crimes 
committed during Lebanon’s 
1975-90 dvfl war. 

“Therefore, the prosecution 
asks for the release of the 
accused,” Mr. Madhi told the 
three -man tribunal convened 
in the southern provincial 
capital of Sidon. 

Presiding Judge Mohammad 
Moaliem scheduled a June 14 
session to rale in the matter. 

“Long live justice,” shouted 
the wife, mother and uncle of 
Mr. Chreidi simultaneously. 
The three were attending the 
court 

“I had nothing to do with 
what happened in Germany,” 
a smiling Chreidi told the 
judge. 

“I insist on exoneration,” 
replied Ghassan Ayoub, the 
other defendant, to a ques- 
tion by Mr. Moaliem. 

Mr. Chreidi, 34, and Mr. 


Ayoub, 38. have been held in 
Lebanon since they returned 
from communist , East Ger- 
many in 1989 following the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall. 
Both have denied killing 
Ashek by a muffled pistol on a 
West Bolin street March 29, 
1984. 

The duo are suspected fol- 
lowers of Palestinian extremist 
mastermind Abu Nidal, 
although both denied that in 
court. Abu Nidal tops the 
wanted list in tbe west and in 
several Arab countries for 
attacks that killed scores of 
people. 

Mr. Chreidi, who worked as 
a driver at the Libyan diploma- 
tic mission in communist East 
Berlin, was also implicated in 
tbe April 5, 1986, bombing of 
the La Belle discotheque in 
West Berlin, which was fre- 
quented by American service- 
men. Two off-duty U.S. offic- 
ers and a Turkish woman were 
killed and about 230 people 
wounded. 

Mr. Chreidi also denied in- 
volvement in the bombing, 
which prompted then- 
President Ronald Reagan to 
order U.S. air raids against 
Libya. 

Germany has demanded Mr. 
Chreidi’s extradition in both 
cases. In Lebanon he stood 
trial for the Ashek killing. 
Lebanon and Germany have 
no extradition treaty and it is 
up to the Lebanese govern- 
ment to decide whether to ex- 
tradite. 


outside their camp after re- 
moving their penises. Before 
the hostilities we were living 
like brothers. But they showed 
their real face during these 
hostilities.” 

The youngest of the wound- 
ed, Najib Murshid, 14, said he 
was recruited by a southern 
brigade and “because I’m an 
orphan and jobless I accepted 
their offer a month ago.” 

Najib. suffering a broken leg 
and arm and wounds to his 
abdomen, said others of his 
age had also joined up. 

“All of us have a feeling of 
resentment over the fighting,” 
said First Lieutenant Abdullah 
Ahmad Hussein from a south- 
ern brigade. “When we met 
each other in the hospital, we 
as soldiers apologised to each 
other, for we never wanted this 
fighting." 


CAIRO (R) — Israel has 
allowed around 3,000 Palesti- 
nians to return to the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank in the last 
seven months under a family 
reunification scheme agreed 
last October, an Israeli said 
Tuesday. 

Yossi Hadass, leading an 
Israeli delegation to multina- 
tional talks on Middle East 
refugees, said the returning ’ 
•Palestinians were part of an 
Israeli commitment to allow up 
to 6,000 refugees to return 
annually. 

“From October 1993 to the 
end of April Israel granted 
1,993 applications, covering 
(the return of) around 3,000 
people,” Mr. Hadass told Ren- 
ters after tbe first day of talks. 

Tbe three-day Cairo confer- 
ence, chaired by Canada, is tbe 
fifth session to be held under 
the U.S.-Rusaan sponsored 
Middle East peace c o nfe re nce. 

At the last meeting in Tunis 
in October 1993 Israel and tbe 
Palestinians agreed on proce- 
dures for reunification of fami- 
, lies. Wider talks on the retnm 
of refugees displaced since 
Israel’s creation in 1948 will be 
held separately. 

“A just solution for the 
Palestinian refugees problem 
cannot be postponed inde- 
finitely or swept under the 
carpet,” Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said at the 
start of the conference. 

“The continued support of 
the international community is 
paramount and imperative for 
providing hope for the future.” 

Chief Palestinian delegate 
Elias San bar, a Paris-based his- 
tory professor, said after Tues- 
day’s talks Israel had not pro- 
vided him with a list of names 
of the returning refugees, “but 
we have no reason to doubt 


their figures." 

• He said he expected a num- 
ber of financial pledges to be 
made at the talks, also 
attended by representatives 
from Europe, Japan and the 
wealthy Gulf Arab states. 

“We expect certain projects 
to be announced, some finan- 
cial pledges to be made,” Mr. 
Sanbar said. 

“But we put a condition... 
that any project to help the 
refugees should not be aimed 
at settling them in their host 
countries,” be said. 

According to the Israel- 
Paiestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) accord signed in 
Cairo last week, the global 
issue of Palestinian refogees 
from the 1948 war is to be 
discussed in bilateral negotia- 
tions on tbe permanent status 
•of the occupied territories two 
years after the signing. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
are also due to discuss, 
together with Egyptian and 
Jordanian teams, the return of 
people displaced after the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war. 

UNRWA, the United Na- 
tions body established to help 
the 1948 refogees, lists around 
$2.4 million Palestinians in tbe 
West Bank, Gaza Strip, Jor- 
dan, Lebanon and Syria. 

This week's talks focus 
mainly on programmes and 
projects for immediate im- 
provement of refugees' living 
conditions. They include ses- 
sions on health, child welfare 
and job creation. 

Michel de Salaberry of the 
Canadian delegation said Nor- 
way presented a detailed sur- 
vey on Tuesday of living condi- 
tions in tbe Gaza Strip and 
West Bank refugee camps, and 
announced plans for a similar 
study in Jordan. 


Dostum sees war 
intensifying in north 


MAZAR-E-SHARIF, Afgha- 
nistan (R) — Afghan warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostum said on 
Tuesday commanders loyal to 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani wanted to intensify fight- 
ing in the north and he had no 
option but to fight back. 

General Dostum, who 
together with Prime Minister 
Gulbnddm Hekmatyar leads 
an alliance fighting to topple 
'Mr. Rabbani, said in 3B inter- 
view the president was “fight- 
ing against the nation." 

“The attitude of some of 
President Rabbani’s comman- 
ders means that fighting might 
escalate in the north of tbe 
country,” he said at a military 
base west of Mazar-e-Sharif 
town. 

He did not elaborate but his 
remarks seemed to refer to 
recent attacks by forces loyal 
to Mr. Rabbani on northern 
towns controlled by Gen. Dos- 
tum and Mr. Hekmatyar. 

Mr. Rabbani’s administra- 
tion said on Monday its forces 
bad captured the northern 
town of Baghlan on Sunday 
after two days of heavy fight- 
ing. But a spokesman for Mr. 
Hekmatyar denied the report 
and said the town was still held 
by Hezb forces. 

Gen. Dostum said he wel- 
comed any attempt to bring 
peace to war-devastated 
Afghanistan and particularly 
that of special U.N. peace en- 
voy former Tunisian Foreign 
Minister Mabmond Mestiri 
who visited the region last 
month. 

Gen. Dostum, who controls 
the strongest military force m 
northern Afghanistan, said his 
Jumbish-e-MtUi party was an 
independent ana strong orga- 
nisation. 

“We bold considerable areas 
and forces and nobody can 
contradict nor refute our capa- 
bility,” said the former com- 


munist general who helped 
Mujabedeen guerrillas take 
power two years ago after 14 
years of civil war when he 
switched over to them to top- 
ple former Soviet-backed Pres- 
ident Najibullah. 

Gen. Dostum criticise- ‘ Mr. 
Rabbani for insisting to remain 
in power as-president aad-said: 
“He is-fighting against the na- 
tion.” 

While favouring the U.N. 
peace mission, Gen. Dostum 
said his party had rejected a 
peace move by Justice Minister 
Jalaluddin Haqqani, who has 
been trying to reach some sort 
of a settlement. 

Mr. Haqqani had completely 
ignored the Jombisb-e-MilU 
party, he said. “There has not 
been any sort of consultation 
with us.” 

Gen. Dostum said Mr. Mes- 
tiri had asked both sides to 
stop air strikes against each 
other when he visited Afgha- 
nistan last month but that he 
told file envoy that Mr. Rabba- 
ni would not do that. 

“Yesterday Rabbani’s side 
bombed tbe Mazar-e-Sharif 
airport,” he said of two raids 
by presidency-controlled air- 
craft. “There is no other op- 
tion bnt to continue fighting as 
President Rabbani is not in 
favour of bringing it to an 
end.” 

He denied Mr. Rabbani’s 
charge that his war effort was 
backed by neighbouring Uzbe- 
kistan and said income from 
enterprises in Mazar-e-Sharif 
such as fertiliser and cement 
factories was enough to run his 
administration. 

Gen. Dostum said be had 
contracts with private com- 
panies in Russia and Belarus to 
supply fuel for his aircraft. 
“When we buy 100 tonnes of 
fuel, we keep 50 tonnes for 
ourselves and the rest we sell 
to civilians.” 
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Israeli cult siege ends peacefully 

TEL AVIV (R) — Armed foUoweis of a charismatic Israeli 
rabbi surrendered peacefully early on Wednesday to police 
who had laid siege to their fortified compound near Td Aviv, 
police said. Early into the 24 -hour standoff, police shot dead 
an army deserter inside the bnflding in the wor king cla ss town 
of Yehnd after he opened fire on a police hencopter. About 
800 police, indndug a crack anti-terrorist unit, had besieged 
the nouse since Tuesday morning after arresting Rabbi Uzi 
Meshulam at a nearby location. Rabbi Meshulam s group of 
Jews of Yemeni descent demand a state inquiry into the 
alleged disappeara nce of Jewish children who immigrated to 
Israel fromYerara 45 years ago. Police said 36 people holed 
up in the buil di ng surrendered after lengthy negotiations with 
police and were arrested. An undisclosed number of women 
and chi ldren were allowed to remain inside. National police 
chief Assaf Hefetz told a news conference that eight M-16 
assault rifles, three Uzi snbmachineguns, seven handguns and 
a large quantity of ammunition were found in the bouse. 
Another 50 of Rabbi Meshufam’s followers were detained on 
Tuesday at roadblocks and houses near tbe compound. The 
rabbi and his followers turned the house in Yehud into a 
fortress six weeks ago and swa gg ered around the neighbour- 
hood with automatic weapons. The rabbi and his followers, 
believed to number several hundreds, contend that immigrant 
children from Yemen were stolen from their parents and sold 
to ffaTHinst Jewish couples of European de sce n t in the 1950s. 
Officials have disputed tbe claim. At least one member of 
parliament has demanded an official inquiry. 

Iraq to close its mission in Australia 

CANBERRA (AFP) — The Iraqi government has told 
Canberra it plans to dose its diplomatic mission here to cut 
costs, Australian officials said Wednesday. A number of other 


. building and head of mission residence are being retained for 
tbe present. Officials here say other second-tier Iraqi missions, 
in South Korea, Argentina and Hungary, are also expected to 
close for financi al reasons. Some first-tier Iraqi missions have 
been closed within the last six months. No Iraqi spokesperson 
was immediately available for comment. 

Moroccan prince donates $6m for Princeton institute 

PRINCETON (AP) — A Moroccan prince donated $6 million 
to Princeton University on Tuesday to set op an institute for 
studying the Islamic World stretching from Northern Africa to 
Central Asia. The Mohammad V Institute for the Trans- 
Regional Study of tbe Contemporary Middle East, North 
Africa and Central Asia will explore Islamic cultures and the 
challenges posed by western democracies and global capital- 
ism, university officials said. Prince Moulay Hicham Benab- 
dalfah, who graduated from Princeton in 1985 with a bache- 
lor’s degree in politics, made the gift and named tire institute 
to honour his grandfather, the ruler who led Morocco to 
independence from France in 1956. “It is imperative for the 
sake of my countrymen, and of all the peoples of these 
regions, that oar future exchanges with Western nations be 
marked by the sort of profound respect that can lead to true 
cooperation and real peace,” the prince said in a prepared 
release. The institute Will be part of Princeton’s Centre of 
International Studies, which is in the Woodrow Wilson School 
of Public and International Affairs. The prince's gift will 
endow positions for a visiting professorship, a visiting fellow 
and a permanent director of the institute. It will sponsor 
conferences, se min ars and instruction. The institute’s area of 
study covers a diverse group of regions and peoples stretching 
from Morocco in the west and Sudan in tbe south to Pakistan 
in the east and the Caucasus in 'the north. Arabic is tbe 
predominant language and Islam thq religion of the area.But 
Turkish, Persian, Hebrew, Urdu arifr other languages are also 
spoken, and Christianity, Judaism and religions considered 
pagan or animistic also practised. 

Egypt bars distribution of English weekly 

CAIRO (AP) — Information Ministry censors have banned 
distribution of file Egyptian edition of the Middle East Times 
for the second time in three weeks, the newspaper said in a 
statement. The English-language weekly is written and edited 
in Egypt but printed in Greece. It generally appears on 
Egyptian newsstands starting Monday. The move comes amid 
a series of government actions limiting press coverage. Foreign 
reporters have frequently been barred from tbe trials of 
extremists accused of anti-government attacks. In recent 
weeks, Western reporters and photographers were roughed up 
by Egyptian security forces while covering demonstr a tions. 
Late last month, a reporter for the opposition newspaper Al 
Shaab was ordered to jail by a nrilitaiy court for reports 
related to U.S.-Egyptian military manouvres. Other reporters 
for opposition papers face libel or slander charges for articles 
on corruption. Nicolas Pelham, who edits the Egyptian 
Edition, said: “We’ve been told there is a chance the paper 
might be barred from the country indefinitely.” The paper has 
been published for 11 years. He said he did not believe tbe 
action was because the paper is owned by supporten of the 
Rev. Sun Myung Moon’s Unification Church. The Washing- 
ton Tunes in Washington, D.C., is a “sister paper,” be said. 
The Middle East limes also plans a Lebanon edition. There 
was no answer at the ministry’s censorship office. The 
statement by tbe Middle East Times said Egyptian censors 
objected to three articles in this week’s edition concerning 
Muslim militants, domestic violence and security surrounding 
a recent international telecommunications conference in 
Cairo. It added that the paper was particularly angered by the 
action because after four issues were banned fast year tbe 
Middle East Times “agreed with the censors to show them 
potentially sensitive articles before these were published ” It 
added: “It was made known to us, unofficially, that we must 
not criticise the president or the state military in a way likely to 
be harmful’ to tbe national interest.” Tbe Egyptian edition 
has a circulation of about 7,000 in the region, with the bulk of 
the copies sold in Cairo, Mr. Pelham said. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Temperatures will gradually drop as 
humidity rises and winds become 
westerly moderate to active, in Aqaba, 
winds will be southerly moderate and 
chop py. Later winds '.»U become 
,‘jr.r.er:, in*. derate and seas calm. 
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Civil Defence Department hull 1 1 
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Oil Defence Emergency 199 
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Cbmpiainta... 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 
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AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information deport- 
ment at the Omen A fin International 
Airport Td. (08)53300-5. where it 
should always be verified. 
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Home News 



In*am Mufti (centre) Wednesday briefs 
members of the Swiss association *Arc-en- 


Ciel Famille d'Esprit* on Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation activities 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
: 17 women from the Swiss asso- 
ciation "Arc-en-Ciel Famille 
ft Esprit” ■ (Rainbow Family 
Spirit) Wednesday visited 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) where they were re- 
ceived by In’am Mufti, adviser 
to Her Majesty Queen Noor 
for planning, development and 
NHF international relations. 

Mrs. Mufti and senior NHF 
staff briefed the group on 
NHFs development philoso- 
phy and strategies which focus 
on family and community de- 
velopment, women, children, 
promotion of culture and herit- 
age and advancement of 
education. 

The visiting group then 


toured NHFs Jordan Design 
and Trade Center (JDTC) 
which includes special selec- 
tions of woolen nigs, embroi- 
dered home furnishings, cera- 
mics. glassware, basketry, 
fashionable clothing, wrought 

iron furniture, personal acces- 
sories and Islamic calligraphy 
items — ait designed and pro- 
duced by more than 3,000 
Jordanian crafts men and 
women. 

Mrs. Mufti told the group 
that as NHFs JDTC seeks to 
raise the standards of Jorda- 
nian handicrafts production, 
improve marketing opportuni- 
ties for crafts, create new jobs 
and increase women's involve- 


ment in production and deci- 
sion making, it also aims at 
promoting tourism and cross 
cultural exchange. 

The visiting group expressed 
rheif admiration or NHFs se- 
rious development endeavours 
and the high level of crafts- 
manship exhibited by the Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Center. 

The 17-member visiting 
group includes women of diffe- 
rent nationalities who work as 
volunteers in the “Arc-en-Ciel 
Famille d'Esprit" a non- 
political and non-profit asso- 
ciation based in' Berne, 
Switzerland and established in 
1993 as a human reaction 
against global violence. 


Sweden says an equal trade balance 
requires ‘sophisticated’ approach 


r English vmI 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The current $35 . 
million trade imbalance be- 
tween Jordan and Sweden, in 
the Scandinavian' country's 
favour, was the focus of talks 
Wednesday between Minister 
of Trade. Rima Khalaf and the 
SwedisbTrade Council (STC)".’V 
.Relegation visiting Jordan.. . 
Sweden’s Ambassador to rife 1 
Kingdom told the Jordan 
Times. 

Ambassador Christian 
Bansch said that although he 
was sympathetic to Jordanian 
desires to work towards 
equalising the deficit, Jorda- 
nian exporters need to 
approach Sweden's markets 


“in a more sophisticated way.” 

Although Sweden has an 
“open market*' with a "very 
high import rate," its major 
import demands are for pre- 
fabricated components for in- 
dustrial manufacturing and 
machinery, and not for raw 
materials, be said. 

He added, that a .workshop 
had been held in Jordan in the 
summer of 1990 to inform the 
nation's exporters about deal- 
ing with Sweden’s markets, 
"but then it is up to the private 
sector to follow it up and make 
a decision." 

"We are a free market eco- 
nomy, and while the govern- 
ment can encourage and facili- 


tate such imports, we cannot 
force our private sector to im- 
port.” 

Jordanian exports to Sweden 
are currently nonexistent, tot- 
alling a mere $0.17 million in 
1993. 

Mr. Bausch said that in spite 
of thepresent^i tuition,, Jorda- 
nian exporters, should not de- 
spair in trying' to crack open 
the markets of developed in- 
dustrial countries such as 
Sweden. 

“We and western Europe 
are a tough market — but once 
you're in it, its a good mar- 
ket,” he said. 

The STC delegation returns 
to Sweden today (Thursday). 


A creator’s sense of theme , harmony 
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By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — "My paintings 
have no meaning — I only 
see them as a document of a 
certain day and time,” says 
Iraqi artist Mohammad 
Muhraddin, who is currently 
displaying a collection of his 
work at the AI Ab’aad Art 
Gaileiy in Amman. 

Mr. Muhraddin explained 
that he never has a fixed idea 
or concept when he begins a 
painting. 

"I only plan the basic pat- 
tern first, then I explore fill- 
ing it in with shapes and lines, 
and then I rely on my intui- 
tion — the picture tells me 
what I need and grows by 
itself.” 

An obvious iconoclast, Mr. 
Muhraddin adamantly rejects 
the idea that rules or tradi- 
tions apply to art in any way 
or form, and his philosophy is 
apparent in his work — it is 
rawer tike the freeform scrib- 
blings and collages of random 
objects and shapes which a 
child might put together, ex- 
cept that the overall pattern 
and concept is guided by an 
adult creator’s sense of theme 
and harmony. 

He adds that he does not 
aim to make any social com- 
mentary in his art, as many of 
his contemporary Arab com- 
patriots do, because “life al- 
ways changes — and thus the 
ideas and interests of people 
and nations also change.” 

Instead, he says, he be- 
lieves that the essence of art 
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Mohammad Muhraddin: "{T)he picture tells 
me what I need and. grows by itself." 


t is creativity and originality, 
'stripped of all other consid- 
erations. 

“This is the point which 
stays constant over ail the 
milienia, from ancient 
Sumeria and Egypt through 
the time of the Greeks and 
Romans, and until now." 

In addition, he refused to 
have any definitions pul on 
his art in a regional or nation- 
al sense. 

"I don’t feel that because I 
am an Iraqi, my art must 
have a particular style — - I 
will use any symbol which 
catches my eye in my work,” 
whether if is from the West or 


the East, Iraq, America or 
elsewhere. “The form itself is 
important, not where it came 
from. Art and civilisation be- 
long to all of humanity." 

Mr. Muhraddin (56) was 
born in Basra and received 
bis training at the Institute of 
Fine Arts in Baghdad and 
later at the Academy of Fine 
Arts in Warsaw, Poland. 

The exhibit, which opened 
at the Ab'aad Gallery on 
May 2, under the patronage 
of Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Rania Abdullah, is ten- 
tatively scheduled to con- 
tinue until May 16. 
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Geologists urge end to 
sanctions against Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Geologists Association 
(JGA) Wednesday sent a mes- 
sage to the president of the 
U.N. Security Council urging 
him to ensure that the council 
end the sanctions imposed on 
Iraq for its occupation of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

The blockade imposed by 
the "civilised” nations, the 
U.S. the United Kingdom, 
France and other NATO mem- 
bers, on Iraq, is causing the 
destruction of a culture and 
hindering education and scien- 
tific development in the "land 
of Mesopotamia, the cradle of 
civilisation," said the message, 
a copy of which was sent to the 
Jordan Times. 

The Security Council plans a 
review in mid-May of the oil 
ban imposed on Iraq for its 
invn«ir,n of Kuwait, and 


according to an Associated 
Press report Monday, council 
members are divided on 
whether to ease the sanctions. 

Since August of 1990, Iraq 
has been deprived of all kinds 
of international scientific and 
educational materials and has 
been completely isolated from 
the outside world, said the 
JGA statement. 

"Your position of being si- 
lent is not accepted because it 
does not reflect the principles 
of democracy and the human 
rights you believe in” added 
the statement which was signed 
by associatioan chairman 
Mohammad AI Saideen. 

Tlie statement urged the 
council to end the suffering of 
die Iraqi children and end the 
inhuman act on the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 


CDD, maintenance personnel 
complete fire-fighting course 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A seven-man 
team of the Civil Defence De- 
partment (CDD) Wednesday 
finished a three-day course on 
new fire-fighting equipment. 

"The new equipment is in- 
tended to fight domestic fires.” 
a CDD official told the Jordan 
Times. 

"Our team's task is to super- 
vise and examine the validity 
and specifications of such 
equipment before putting it on 
the market,” he added. 

The official said the new 
equipment is easier to handle 
and operate, particularly by 
civilians. 

Supplied by Huzaima Nasser 
Corporation,' the equipment 
includes hose reels, exting- 
uishers, dry riser systems, 
sprinklers, halon replace- 
ments. fire hoses, foam com- 
pounds. portable foam equip- 
ment, hi-voiume water relay 
systems and portable fire 
pumps. 

"Some of this equipment is 


used by the CDD and has 
proved reliable," the official 
said. 

The course, which was con- 

' ducted by British specialists in 
fire-fighting and related equip- ■ 
ments, was also attended by 
building engineers and consul- 
tants, hospital personnel, new 
projects personnel and mainte- 
nance employees from the pri- 
vate sector. 

- it aimed at raising public and 
industry awareness of building 
fire protection, said Najeeb 
Farkouh, organiser of the 
course held at the Marriott 
Hotel. 

"There has been an increase 
in the number of fire accidents 
in the Kingdom." Mr. Farkouh 
said, referring to the Inter- 
Continental and Forte Grand 
hotel blazes, the Safeway and 
Fine Factory fires and many 
more. 

“The idea is not to sell 
equipments, but to sell the 
concept of providing profes- 
sional and proper fire protec- 
tion and to pass the message to 
concerned ^uca,” Mr. Far- 
kouh said. 
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REVIEWING PHARMACY: Deputy Prime Minister Saeed 
TeD Wednesday opens a three-day conference on p har m ac y in 
Jordan. Jordanian Pharmacists Association President Husain 
Mbmar (second from right) called for a comprehensive health 
insurance system for all citizens to help in lowering the cost of 
medicines (Petra photo) 


Dentists to hold elections 

JDA members to choose from 
2 men , 1 woman for president 


By Rana Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan De- 
mists Association (JDA) will 
hold its elections on Friday 
with three candidates com- 
peting for the presidency and 
17 for JDA board mem- 
bership. 

Sa’id Abu Mayzer, Ahmad 
Rashdan and Huda Fakhouri 
will be running for president. 

If elected. Dr. Fakhouri 
will become the fiist ever 
•ever in the history of Jorda- 
nian associations to become 
president. 

Dr. Fakhouri, who has 
teen in practice since 1969. 
told the Jordan Times that it 
is tile right time for her to run 
for elections. 

“I have been a member in 
the union for more than 25 
years, and I feel that I can 
run the union efficiently 
based on my legislative and 
rules experiences in this 


field,” Dr. Fakhouri said. 

“Women have made it to 
Parliament, ministries, the 
Senate and other important 
positions, and I believe it is 
time for a woman to repre- 
sent her own sex in a union so 
that other women would 
think of running for elections 
in the future," she added. , 

Dr. Fakhouri said she 
plans on improving and de- 
veloping laws and legislation 
in the union as well as other 
important issues. 

Dr. Rash dan, a graduate of 
the University of Cairo, said 
his campaign will focus on 
bolstering the association's 
development, and qualitative 
transformation of the pre- 
vious association's program- 
mes. 

He said his campaign is 
posing questions on what 
could be done to improve the 
association, and responding 
to those very questions. 

Dr. Abu Mayzer, who 


graduated from Damascuss 
University in 197S, said his 
campaign will concentrate on 
improving the association 
ana professionalism levels. 

Some rules and regulations 
should be amended in order 
ro the JDA to absorb the 
increasing number of de- 
ntists. 

Running for board seats 
are: Ahmad F. Ismail, Azem 
Qadoumi, Nasrala Nasrala, 
Faouzi Petro. Salem Karad- 
sheh. Haikel Haikel, Hayth- 
atn Naji. Aomra Kabed, 
Abdullah Khatib, Yahya 
Kamal. Mahmoud Sharaa. 
Mohammad Ismail. Hisham 
Karadsheh, George Haddad, 
Hussein Laffy, Issam Zareini 
and Mazen Safadi. 

About S00 association 
members of the 2,300 reg- 
istered in the JDA will elect 
the president and the eight- 
board members Friday for a 
two-year term. 



Royal Scientific Society Vice President 
Saeed Allsush (right) and bead of a visiting 
team from the Council for Scientific and 


Industrial Research in S. Africa Reine 
Biesenbach Wednesday sign a cooperation 
agreement (Petra photo) 


Jordan, South Africa to start 
cooperation in energy fields 


By Elia NasraUah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians and 
South Africans are launching 
dose cooperation in scientific 
fields and focusing first on re- 
newable energy and water 
technology and related en- 
vironmental management, 
according to Saeed Alloush, 
vice president of the Royal 
Stientific Society (RSS). 

The RSS arrived at an agree- 
ment on these areas with a 
team from the Council for Sci-' 
entific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) in South Africa which 
ends a week-long visit to Jor- 
dan Thursday, Dr. Alloush 
told the Jordan Times Wednes- 
day. 


To implement the agree- 
ment, Dr. Alloush said, the 
two sides agreed on the ex- 
change of experts, information 
and the training of personnel. 

The RSS and the CSIR’ 
Wednesday also signed an ex- 
ecutive programme to be im- 
plemented in full before the 
end of 1994, said Dr. Alloush. 

In accordance with the prog- 
ramme, a team of scientists 
from CSIR will come to the 
RSS to work out final propos- 
als on renewable energy mat- 
ters that would be approved 
later by the two sides, and an 
RSS team of experts will visit 
South Africa to discuss and 
finalise proposals on coopera- 
tion in water-related issues. 


Dr. Alloush said. 

The three-member CSIR 
team and RSS experts said 
they hoped to expand coopera- 
tion in scientific fields and 
pledged to work towards 
achieving that goal for the be- 
nefit of the two countries. Dr. 
Alloush added. 

During their visit to Jordan, 
the CSIR team toured the 
RSS’s departments, as well as 
industries and projects run in 
cooperation with the RSS, in- 
cluding firms which manufac- 
ture solar heaters, said Dr. 
Alloush. 

Dr. Alloush said he signed 
the cooperation agreement 
with the S. African team lead- 
er, Reine Biesenbach. 


Drug 
industry 
symposium 
to be held in 
Damascus 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Arab Union of Producers of 
Drugs and Medical Ap- 
pliances holds its 5th sympo- 
sium on drug industries in 
Damascus on June 15, 
according to the union's pres- 
ident, Nizar Jardaneh. The 
three-day symposium seeks 
means and methods to de- 
velop Arab (hug industries in 
step with scientific and tech- 
nological developments 
world-wide. A total of 200 
participants representing the 
Arab drug industries, health 
ministries and faculties of 
pharmacy will take part in the 
symposium, according to Mr. 
Jardaneh. 
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fr Walk to Khirbei Abu Jaber in AI Yadouda at the Souk 
Sha'abi sponsored by the Jordanian Society for Medica! Aid 
for Palestinians (MAP) on Friday from AI Ahli Club at 8:30 
a.m. (Details Td. 611065) 

* Film entitled “Meet John Doe” nt the American Center on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 1120 minutes). 

* Choir by students of AJ Ahliya School for Girls a! the Royal 

* fcw™ recital hv Arab poets at the Phoenix Gallery for Art 

* and W* 81 7:00 P- m * ™- 

695291). 


☆ Field trip on Friday to Ddr ’Alta, Tal AI Mazar, Tal AI 
Sa'diyab organised by the Friends of Archaeology. Depar- 
ture will be from the Amra Hotel parking lot at 9:00 a.m. 
by bus or private cars. 

☆ Lecture In Arabic on Arab capabilities after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in 
Jabal Amman on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by artist Salman AI Basri at Alia Art 
Gallery (Tel. 639303). . 

fr Book exhibition and cultural displays at the British Council 
_ (10:00 a.m.-8:O0 p.m.). 


pgppi 


Bani 

Hamida 


presents 


invites vou to our 


'Artists Expressions in Wool" 


ANNUAL SPRING EXHIBITION 

A collection of unique handcrafted home furnishings, 
fashion accessories and traditional products , 
Introducing the new cotton line 


Sponsored by 
Jubran Makdah & Co. 
Pioneers in Floor Heating 
System 

Location 

Villa Courtesy of 
Drs Chalib Zawaideh & 
Nora Bisharat Zawaideh 


Special Items 
Quilts 
Cushions 
Wallhangings 
Picture frames 
I^mp shades 
Leather handbags 
Canvas tote bags 
Arabic cuisine 
Natural olive oil soap 
Collector’s dolls 
Embroidered fashionwear 


Tel. 656172 


Sponsored cy 
The Arab Bank 
& 

i he Canadian Embassy 

Exhibition Hall courtesy of 
The Jordanian Construction 
■ Contractors Association 
Sur/dina 


Weaving & Art Works 
by 

ammar khammashi 
dody tabaa' ! 

fo'ad mimi 
hazem zu'bi 
dzehva khatib 
khaiid khreis • 

maha abu ayyash j 
mona saoudi - ; 
nawat abdaliah 
noeile shawa 
nuha mansour 
reham ai-ghasib : 
salam kanan 
samer tabaa' : 

samia halabi . j 
samia zaru 
suha shoman ! 


Tel: 658S96 1 


from Sunday, May 8 thru Sunday, May 15 (10am - 9pm) 
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Save The Children Projects 


Contractor* ■ Koooc lotion 1 


Zawaideh Villa 
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Political course, Arab solution 

NEITHER SIDE in the Yemeni war 
appears able to score a decisive victory in 
spite of early reports that forces from the 
north loyal to President All Abdullah Saleh 
were holding the edge. Seven days alter the 
start of the hostilities between the north and 
the sooth of Yemen, President Saleh has not 
gotten anywhere near winning the armed 
conflict. It is therefore clear that the civil 
war in Yemen as heading towards a stale- 
mate necessitating a political solution rather 
thaw a military one. 

There is a sign already that this approach 
has to he adopted after the Arab League 
offered the use of its good offices and Sanaa 
decided to send envoys to Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt. Yemen! Vice President Ali Salem A1 
Re&dh also last week signalled his wQHng- 
ness to accept Arab mediation when he 
called Mis Majesty King Hussein at the 
beginning of the war. 

Any impending political solution would 
entail the return to the Yemeni accord 
signed in Amman last February. The Am- 
man formula in fact offered the only viable 
way to resolve the problems between Aden 
and Sanaa. It did that by presenting work- 
able ways to integrate the armed forces of 
the two areas and charting the way for full 
unity an the country. The fact that both 
President Saleh and President Beidh have 
freely negotiated the Amman accord and 
accepted it thus makes it the only reason- 
able basis to stop the fighting and start 
anew. 

The main point is to keep these attempts 
alive and to confine them to an Arab 
framework. The Kuwaiti situation must 
never be allowed to repeat itself. The Arab 
League must be given the opportunity to 
intervene politically and even militarily if 
necessary to first end the hostitities and then 
deal with the political and economic dimen- 
sions of the internal conflict. The Arab 
heads of state must also apply their clout in 
that direction by making their preference 
for a political solution loud and clear. 
Usually an Arab crisis of this kind would 
make the convening of an Arab summit a 
sure option. There is hardly a whisper of 
this idea much less real talk about it. We 
think this kin d of Arab “indifference” must 
be reversed, and the return to the principle 
of holding an emergency Arab summit 
whenever circumstances warrant it needs to 
be remstitated. The scars of the Gulf crisis 
and war cannot hold up Arab concerted 
actions forever and the Yemeni conflict 
offers the occasion to do just that and 
reverse the tide of Arab 


The View From Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Arab society and the challenge of pluralism 



THERE ARE indications coming out from Yemen that the 
conflict between the northerners and the southerners will be 
long and painful for both sides, said A1 Dnstoar daily 
, Wednesday. Civil wars are usually more painful and more 
costly in life and property than wars between nations; and in 
the case of Yemen, the war is more horrible as both sides 
possess modern weapons used by regular armies, said the 
daily. It should be noted as well, said the paper, that the 
longer the civil wars last, the deeper becomes the hatred 
between the combatants and more difficult will be the chances 
for reconciliation. The civil war in Yemen is now a week old, 
but war communiques issued by the two sides all indicate that 
they are adamant in their position, which means the war and 
the bloodshed will continue, the paper added. It said that the 
only way out of the sufferings and the ordeal facing the 
Yemeni people is for their leaders to opt for dialogue to end 
the conflict and to prevent further casualties and more loss of 
property; and above all, to prevent foreign intervention in the 
country’s internal affairs. 

A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra’i daily pointed out the fact that the 
Israelis have been celebrating the anniversary of their annexa- 
tion of Arab Jerusalem in an unprecedented manner this week 
at a time when arrangements are underway for the start of the 
Palestinian self-rule. How rah U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher persuade the Arab parties to resume the peace 
process in light of Israel's provocative measures, and how can 
the Arabs be persuaded that Israel is genuinely oriented 
towards peace with the Arabs, asked Ibrahim A1 Absi. 


CURRENTLY, Arab society is going through an extremely 
difficult and extremely exciting phase. The expectations are 
great, but so are the risks involved. One crucial challenge with 
which we have to come to grips sooner than later, if we are to 
“emerge' 1 into the fast-approaching world of the 21st century 
healthier and stronger than we have been in the present 
century, is the apt awareness and recognition of our own 
pluralism. 

Let me begin with two small anecdotes. A few weeks ago. 
the English Department at Yarmouk University took a group 
of its students to Amman to watch a performance of 
Shakespeare's “Hie Taming of the Shrew,” an important 
happening which was attended by a very interesting mixture of 
students representing various colleges and schools in the 
Kingdom. On our way back to Irbid, the conversation centred 
not so much on the show (as might be expected) but on our. 
students’ close but brief and puzzling encounter with what they 
called the "Ammanis," most of whom were high school pupils. 

The Yarmouk group consisted, primarily, of junior and 
senior English majors who came from Jordanian villages and 
smaller towns. Many of their comments about the said group 
from Amman were quite revealing, though (to me) not 
surprising. One student said, “Are these guys Arabs? Their 
English is way superior to ours, though they are still kids. They 
speak better English than the English.” Another wondered: 
“Are they Jordanian? They do not look like us, they do not 
speak like us, and they do not dress like us." A third asked, 
“Did you see their haircuts?” I do not know what the 
“Ammanis” said about our students or the students from 
Mu’ta. though l can easily guess. 

I had a similar experience in Egypt last August. When I 
asked a question in Jordanian Arabic, l discovered (to my 
astonishment and great dismay) that I was not at all under- 
stood in the streets of Cairo even though the question was as 
simple as “could you please tell me about a good restaurant * 
where I can have my lunch” and even though I articulated the 
question in the dearest terms possible. Something in my 
accent, my diction, my style, my tone, and even my appear- 
ance stood in the way. I had often to resort to the broken 
Egyptian Arabic I learned from the movie or television. When 
I paid a visit to the Sheraton Hotel, which was swarming with 
Arabs of all kinds, I felt almost as estranged and alienated as I 
did when I first landed at JFK Airport in New York in the 
early 1980s. 

The point to emphasise here is simply that, unlike what 
many of ns think or would have us think, the status quo of the 
Arab culture, both at the regional as well as the national 
levels, is immensely rich, sophisticated, complex and tense. 
There are so many sharp differences, varieties, polarities, 
contrasts, oppositions and even stark contradictions — in 
addition, of course, to the affinities, similarities, parallels, 
common conceptions, shared visions and ideals. And this is a 
beautiful situation, potentially at least. 

I am sure that our sociologists, anthropologists, and 
education officials have a lot to say about these two microcos- 
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mic anecdotes and about the other more intricate forms of 
heterogeneity and pluralism in our present-day Arab Nation. 
As for me, I wish to make the following two observations 
about the matter. 

First, it seems quite obvious to me that we do not know 
ourselves very well, both regionally and at the pan- Arab level. 

I was talking with a friend of mine the other day. He said what 
is true, I believe, for a comfortable majority in the Arab 
World. “I am saying, and I say it with shame,” he told me, 
'"that I know the West more than I know the Arab World.” 
Another friend of mine once said, “1 have lived in Irbid all of 
my life, and I have not been to Syria. I visited Germany, 
France and Yugoslavia (formerly), but I have never thought of 
checking out Dira'a, which is 25 minutes away.” One can think 
of countless examples of Jordanians who have lived their lives 
and died without seeing Aqaba, Wadi Rum, Petra, Irbid, the 
Dead Sea, Azraq and Amman. What strode me most when I 
moved to Irbid from Amman 10 years ago were the many 
miconceptions, at times silly and funny but at times truly 
upsetting, people from Amman hold vis-a-vis people from 
Irbid, and vice versa. A friend of mine who once came to visit 
from Amman said after I gave him a tour of the rapidly 
expanding dty of Irbid, “you know, I thought people in Irbid 
were bedouins.” 

For a number of reasons, some understandable and some 
are not, the Arab of today is essentially aloof and disinterested 
with respect to what actually goes on around him/her in the 
immediate community and in the society at large — I mean in 
terms of real participation and effective involvement, not in 
terms of the circulation of hearsay, gossip and information 
communicated second or third-hand. 

What is most worrying, in this particular respect, is the 1 
absence (totally or partially) of real dialogue within the 
various communities in each individual Arab country and 
within the Arab World as a whole. Most of our encounters 
with Arab nationals visiting our country or residing in it, when 
they do visit and reside (aside from our Egyptian and Iraqi 
brothers, with whom we inevitably interact) are either trifle or 
casual. Part of it is that the Arab of today is generally either 
uninteliectual or anti-intellectual. He is much more likely to be 
exdted by a cheap Egyptian TV soap opera or at the sight of a 
mansaf than about a serious conversation with a fellow 
countryman or an exchange of views with an Arab “brother.” 
This applies almost as much to the man in the street as to the 
college professor. 

Other cultures have understood themselves better and have 
identified their own intrinsic varieties more crystally than we 
have; they speak of high culture, popular culture, low culture, 
counter culture, ethnic culture, dominant culture, marginal 
culture, the culture of the underground, urban culture and 
suburban culture. In the Arab World, most of what we talk 
about is related to three categories: urban culture, countryside 
culture and bedouin culture — primarily in broad term. With 
the introduction of democracy in Jordan, which is a blessing in 
many ways, we are beginning to feel lucky for a fruitful 


dialogue is beginning to emerge among the various ethnic, 
political, economic, regional and power groups. 

Secondly, there is a wide discrepancy between what we are 
told we are or what we think we are on the one hand and what 
we truly are on the other. This paradox is important to 
explicate if we are to become adequately awme of our identity. 
Much of our conception of ourselves as Arabs stems not from 
our conscious daily experience, our profound perusal of 
ourselves, our study of our communities or our diligent 
interaction with the various intrinsic components of our 
culture, but from what we are told in foe radio, me press, tile 
family and the school - which is too idyllic and idealistic. Our 
sense of our identity (I firmly believe) is mainly theoretical. 
We are informed in our history, geography, and theology 
lessons that we are (can present, I mean) one nation, speaking 
one language, professing one faith, sharing one dream, one 
geographic unity. And we simply swallow. I am not saying that 
what we are taught is false, i.e. that we are not Arabs and 
Muslims. No. What I am saying, rather, is that our wew of 
ourselves is either too simplistic or too metynoroic. And this is 
what causes the shock (as in foe two anecdotes). ^ 

1 would go as far as to say that foe Arab of today is suffering 
from what one may best roll cultural schizophrenia. We live, 
that is, in two worlds simultaneously: the very ideal and the 
very real, but not in a healthy mixture of both. We have 
convinced ourselves that foe Arab World is our homeland, and 
yet the hassle we go through at the border when we travel from 
one Arab country to another is 20 times more than that we 
through when we travel to Honolulu. Worse yet, tty to obtain 
a visa to one of foe sacred Arab countries (let’s not name 
them). Quite simply, we are either too romantic in our 
conception of ourselves as Arabs or too downright realistic^) 
the one we feel too comfortable, in foe other we feel too 
uncomfortable. There is no middle-ground. Understandably, 
we often prefer to live in the former. 

Such schizophrenia can be disasterous at times. Look at 
what is happening to our Yemeni brothers, look at the 
violence in Egypt, in Algeria, and to the messy situation in 
Lebanon. 

We need to understand ourselves better, to recognise our 
differences, to create a dialogue about them, to distinguish to 
our youth between the ideal and the real, to teach them how to 
bridge the gap, mid to facilitate communication within the 
larger Arab homeland.- Is it difficult for foe .ministry of 
education to arrange frequent meetings or host joint activities 
involving students from Western Amman and Eastern Am- 
man? Is it difficult for a Moroccan University to send 20 
students annually to spend a semester at a Jordanian universi- 
* ty, and vice versa? We need to open up a little to ourselves. 

Arab pluralism can be a blessing, if we identify it better and 
deal with it more effectively. 


The writer is professor of American literature at Yarmouk 
University. 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The next steps towards Palestine 


THE EUPHORIA that sur- 
rounded the White House 
signing of foe Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) declaration of princi- 
ples (DoP) was nowhere in 
evidence last week in Cairo at 
the signing of foe Gaza- 
Jericho interim agreement. 

There was a heavy dose of 
realism in the air, a dear and 
unequivocal sense that the 
Israelis had squeezed too 
hard, that the Palestinians 
had been forced to give up 
too mud) and the agreement, 
while stiU workable, left the 
Palestinians in an extremely 
weak postion. 

Critics are noting that Yas- 
ser Arafat did not achieve 
what Nelson Mandela won in 
South Africa. But such com- 
parisons are ahistoric to the 
point of being absurd. The 
campaign to make South 
Africa a unified democratic 
state had strong U.S. and 
European and Soviet support 
for decades. An effective in- 
ternational sanctions regime, 
operating with the full sup- 
port of the U.S., was one of 
Mr. Mandela's most effective 
weapons. 

Over foe past 20 years Mr. 
Arafat has had, at best, the 
passive support of Europe 
and, at worst, he faced foe 
full power and authority of 
the U.S. that was aligned 
against his movement and its 
aspirations. To a great ex- 
tent, the problems that will 
be faced in implementing the 
Israel- FLO peace process are 
foe result of the malforma- 
tions in Israeli and Arab poli- 
tics, that accumulated during 
foe past 25 years of struggle. 

The fact that foe Israel- 
PLO conflict was a factor in 
foe larger East- West struggle 
is one such factor. As a result 
of this dynamic, foe Israelis, 
especially during the Reagan 
years, received near blank 
check to pursue the goals of 
expansion into the West 
Bank and Gaza, annexation 
of East Jerusalem and the 
eradication of the Palestinian 
national movement. 

It was those pressures com- 
bined that weakened the 
leadership of the national 
movement and created the 
conditions which led to foe 
emergence of regional ex- 
tremist and rejection ist ten- 
dencies that are now thre- 
atening the move toward 
peace. No only is the Palesti- 
nian leadership a victim of 
extremist forces that weaken 
their hold, but the Israeli 
government is confronted by 
an extremist movement (in- 
cluding the former Likud 
government) that was 
weaned on, and some would 
say spoiled by. unquestioned 



U.S. support and now oper- 
ates as a law unto itself in 
Israeli society. 

It is with foe perspective 
defined by history that one 
can justify the current agree- 
ment. 

I could agree in foe ab- 
stract with the position 
espoused by, for example, 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine that 
the best solution is a compre- 
hensive peace based upon 
Security Resolutions 242 and 
338 (and other relevant re- 
solutions) which roll for full 
Israeli unconditional with-' 
drawal and the establishment 
of. a Palestinian state in the 
West Bank and Gaza with its 
capital in East Jerusalem — 
but would Israel ever agree to 
'that formula, and which U.S. 
administration or European 
government would force such 
a solution? 

Dreams ran be entertain- 
ing and even sustaining, but 
they are not politics and can- 
not survive in its light. Substi- 
tuting our dreams for reality 
is a recipe for unmitigated 
disaster. 

The critics aside, reality — 
as somber as it is — dictates 
that we understand the cir- 
cumstances of the times be- 
fore defining our goals and 
setting out a realistic plan to 
achieve them. 

In this regard, the dire 


warnings of the Israeli right 
wing can be true. The Gaza- 
Jericho accord can be (and I 
believe that it is in feet) the 
first step to foe creation of an 
independent Palestinian 
state. The path to that end is 
neither neat nor quick — the 
details of foe accord itself 
ensures as much — but the 
path is genuinely there, as foe 
Likud and their allies can 
plainly see. 

But it will take real hard 
work to travel that path, and 
there is a slim possibility that 
foe Palestinian critics of the 
accord could also be right, 
that the accord could just be 
laying foe groundwork for a 
continuing and grim occupa- 
tion. Where those critics are 
wrong, however, is that the 
outcome will not be decided 
by foe Israelis, the U-S- or 
anyone else. The Palestinian 
people and their leadership 
can now take control of their 
fete, and it is imperative that 
they take the control firmly in 
their grasp. 

The fact that foe delay in 
implementation and the 
weaknesses the accord itself 
has left an absence of euphor- 
ia in Palestinian society is not 
a bad thing. Too much 
euphoria would lead to ex- 
pectations which would place 
an undue burden on the 
Palestinian authority. One of 
the greatest dangers facing 


any transition government is 
unrealistically high expecta- 
tions and the resulting politic- 
al turmoil when they cannot 
be met (witness, for example, 
the difficulties in Russia and 
Poland). Low expectations, 
on the other hand, actually 
give the Palestinian authority 
some needed breathing 
space. 

But even with this space 
change must occur, ana foe 
national authority must be in 
a position to deliver services 
and achieve economic growth 
in order to survive and ex- 
pand its popular mandate. 
An effort must be made to 
mobilise Palestinian talent 
and resources in this nation- 
building phase. And institu- 
tions must be created to pro- 
vide a conduit for this talent 
and these resources to be 
effectively put to work in 
building the nation.' 

Mr. Arafat has often said 
that the Palestinians are the 
state-builders of the Middle 
East. He speaks with pride of 
the role that Palestinian en- 
trepreneurs, administrators 
and civil servants have played 
in building several Arab 
countries. But the question 
remains whether these 
talented and creative Palesti- 
nian leaders have been 
brought into the plans to help 
design the administration of 
the Gaza-Jericho areas. 


Something akin to a Palesti- 
nian peace corps should be 
created to recruit the talent 
of diaspora Palestinians and 
bring them to work in Gaza 
and the West Bank, even if 
only for a year at a time, to 
share their experience in the 
nation-building experiment. 

Palestinian and Arab capit- 
al must find a way to be 
invested in foe area as well — 
but this will not occur unless 
the climate suitable for such 
investment is created. 

To create a free-market 
economy that will spur rapid 
economic growth will require 
an economic plan that fosters 
private sector development. 
Tax-free enterprise zones 
must be created, and other 
incentives should be provided 
to lure investment to foe 
newly autonomous areas. 
And ultimately, the big 
dream of an independent and 
thriving Palestinian economy 
will come about only if foe 
small dreams of private inves- 
tors and entrepreneurs can 
come true. An economic 
commission should be insti- 
tuted to promote investment, 
to help grow the nascent 
Palestinian industry in foe 
territories and to eliminate 
obstacles to match-making 
and implementation in foe 
expansion of industry and 
economic growth. 

While a great deal more 


can be said about what needs 
to be done, especially in the 
are ® of institutionalising 
Palestinia-n democracy 
(which must grow to be more 
than the tolerance of free 
s P ecc h) and the continued 
use of non-violent direct ac- 
tion tactics to expand Palesti- 
nian rights and ultimately win 
a total end of foe occupation, 
one final recommendation 
that would significantly aid in 
foe advancement of Palesti- 
nian statehood is foe need to 
upgrade the Palestinian mis- 
sion to Washington. For too 
Jong foe Palestinians have 
peen without a serious voice 
m Washington. What is re- 
quired is a seasoned and re- 
spected diplomat who is cap* 

fki e °S bo ? helping to shape 
the policy debate in Washing- 
ton and also able to win 

f° r Palestinian 
aspirahons among key sec- 
tors of U.S. society. For 25 
years, Palestinians fought 
against Washington and foe 
M* 5 * Pouaes that were hos- 
tile toward their goals. 

■ ° w . ** time to take 
senous y foe need to provide 
** h ‘eadership and * 
“rategy aimed at winning 

rights SUPPOrt f ° r Palestinial1 

is P re adent at the 
icd Arab- 
Ame rican Institute 
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The Romanian who brought light to many 


By icsatWahbGh his country where he had the desert. It was more dif- 

Jordan Timei Staff Reporter already accomplished high- fkult working in agricultu- 

amaaam •n. j- performance deeds in his . ral areas. One fellah, for 

swmajV — The few re - domain, electroenergy de- example, complained that 

•„ lT * ,n & peepleare prepar- sign, the electric tower will ruin 

« . . home. Their “When I first came in his crop. We advised him to 

m Jordan is 1979, they picked me up at plant fruit trees. Now they 

nnisAea. Tx engineer who the airport in a truck. On are a pleasure to look at. ” 

came for ; :hrec months' 15 the way to Karak (where he StilJ reminiscing about 
years a 8°5 leaving too. He stayed for a year and a half) the first days of his stay 

of Romelearo. we passed by steep valleys here, he recalls being 

trie Romanian electrical on both sides of the road. lt “somewhere around Karak 

company that literally was scary'- / was thinking looking for a way to install 

brought aght to 85 per cent that I would have to find a our towers”. His water had 

ot J? G fangdom. way to go back soon." said finished and after long 

On March 30. this year . the geodesic engineer. search, and almost haluci - 

, company finished the That was his first impress - nating, he was picked up by 

last connection in the grid /on , but that was then. Now shepherds. 

between Zarqa and Sabha. it is a love story with the “They gave me hot tea 

w kilometres of electric town. with lots of mint. I was 

cables the installation of most impressed screaming (in Romanian, of 

wiidi started in 1992. with Karak. I like it most in course) for some cold wj- 

. The saga of Romelectro Jordan. It is a town built on ter, but who would under- 

m Jordan started in 1979 a castle. Houses are adja- stand me? A few minutes 

when die company won the cent to the castle, sharing after I drank the tea I had 

contract m an international the same walls. It is a living recovered completely. 

-V *°J the construction of history. ” Since then, I never take 

overhead electric lines Knowing the Kingdom cofd water with me to drink. 
(OHU) whose beneficiary perhaps better than a Jorda- 1 have learned from the 

was Jordan Electricity Au- - nian. Mr. Burla has criss- wisdom of the people who 

*ority (JEA). crossed it from north to know better." 

The man who was sent to south and from east to west. Listening to the blue- 

look after the company's He knows the landscape, eyed, weather-tanned en- 

works, Viorel Burla, had the people, the c//mare. gineer who “refused to go 

eigh( years of experience in “We had no problems in to Malaysia and Iran (in 



Work continues daring a sandstorm 


order) to stay in Jordan , " is 
like travelling around and 
reliving the history of the 
last decade and a half of the 
country and its people. 

h was not easy, he said. 
But fifteen years after he 
first arrived he is still here 
and from the way he talks 
about Jordan and’ the Jorda- 
nians you realise that his 
heart is here. 

“Romania is my mother-' 
land. Jordan is my second 
home,” he says . his mem- 
ory juggling between years 
of events, not always re- 
lated to work. 

“We lived pioneering 
rimes. Times when we 
would not know how to 
open a line. From Karak to 
Chor Safi, for example, 
(part of the first project 
executed by Romelectro for 
the Jordan Electricity Au- 
thority, entailing dosing of 
the 132 kilovolt loop of the 
city of Amman and the be- 
ginning of 132 kv lines to 
the south) every weekend 
we would walk for 14 hours 
from rock to rock — the 
lunar landscape convinced 
me that the moon must 
have started from here — 
trying to find a way to place 
our towers and installa- 
tions. In Aqaba, between 
the power plant and the 
town, we could not find a 
way until we climbed a high 
mountain and had a clearer 
look at the landscape. We 
carried the poles in our 
arms. No car could pass.” 
said Mr. Burla, pride shin- 
ing in his eyes. 

Their work means over 
1.000 kilometres of cables, 
reaching places like Irbid , 
Wadi Al Arab . Aqaba. 
Rashidieh , Oadisieh, Al 


Hasa. Al Shidieh. Maan. 
Tafileh , King Talal Dam, 
Risheh, Ruweished, Azraq , 
Safawi, Yarmouk, to men- 
tion only a few of the names 
that come so easy and natu- 
ral with the experienced en- 
gineer. 

Beneficiaries over the 
years were JEA, Jordan 
Electric Power Company 
(JEPCO), Irbid district 
Electricity Company (1DE- 
CO). obviously omitting the 
ultimate users, peoples, in- 
dustries, agriculture. 

Besides installing high 
vo/rage lines, Romelectro 
was also responsible for the 
installation of medium and 
low vo/rage lines and trans- 
former substations (espe- 
cially for water pumps). 

And the man whose lead- 
ership made it all possible 
could write volumes about 
his experience. Real stuff 
and anecdotes come easily 
from a man with obvious 
narrative talent. 

The basalt rock, the sand 
storms, the snow, the 
snakes, the scorpions and 
the human contacts are now 
part of his life, of his being. 

“In 15 years my men and 
I never had a problem, nev- 
er fought with anybody, 
never received complaints. 
We respect the people here 
and so they respect us. We 
are aware of the customs 
and understand each other 
very well.” 

If at the beginning of its 
work here the company was 
working with about 40 per 
cent Romanians and 60 per 
cent Jordanians, after 1984 
the ratio became 25 per cent 
to 75 per cent. 

“ The Romanian con- 
tribution depends on highly 


and multi-qualified person- 
nel. Thai's what makes our 
prices competitive. Bui our' 
material and equipment are 
of very good quality too and 
the 15 years have proved it. 
We never had one failure, 
not one line fell. When in 
1986 the snow brought 
down the lines in Rashi- 
dieh. we were called to help 
reinstall them. We did it as 
a friendly gesture . All 
Tafileh was without light, 
we had to help, ” said Mr. 
Burla. 

For someone who brings 
light to others, fate played 
an ironic twist. In Al Hasa. 
where they worked for eight 
months, the Romanians 
lived without electricity. 
“There were no fines, we 
were installing them," said 
the 45-year-old OHL expert 
whose life experience belies 
his age. 

“Wherever I go I see the 
marks we left. I always 
wanted to leave something 
behind . And when I see the 
towers and cables , I know I 
accomplished something. 
We gave the best we had. 
We cannot afford to make 
mistakes as they could 
prove to be very costly. Our 
reputation here should not 
be destroyed and I am sure , 
from the way things stand 
so far, that it will stand.” 

But it is not only the 
towers and cables that are 
left behind. There are also 
roads and trees. And they 
are all remembered fondly 
by Mr. Burla. 

“On the Karak-Ghor Safi 
stretch we went to build a 
road. As we were studying 
all the possibilities , we 
found an acceptable path. 
When the bulldozer started 



The crew erect one of the thousands of 
towers for the overhead electric Ones 


digging, we discovered a 
Roman road, perfectly pre- 
served, with ruts left by 
chariot wheels still impress- 
ed on the stone slabs paving 
it. We were on the traces of 
our ancestros: history was 
coming full circle. ” 

In Aqaba, where be 
planted a sapling “given by 
some Indian friends ” in 
1981, the tree now stands 
taller than the two-storey 
building it shadows. “When 
I went to visit the other day, 
the owner of the house told 


me: 1 Whenever we stand on 
the balcony, we think of 
you’.” 

Well, perhaps when we 
put the lights on one cold 
night, we might also think 
of these people who, 
although seeming eager to 
go home, have a nostalgic 
look in their eyes. “ For one 
third of my life I have lived 
here and have made friends 
here,” said the engineer 
who is still “ looking for any 
venue of future cooperation 
with Jordan. ” 


Bringing about the desired change 


By Mohammad M ashariqah 

Intellectuals promoting the quality of cultural and 
artistic life in Jordan face the pressing question of how 
to fulfil this task and bring about the desired changes in 
people's attitude to culture and the arts. • 

These mfe//ecrua/s, perhaps more than other sectors 
in society , are sensitive to and aware of the many 
concerns of life weighing down heavily on the minds of 
people, creating some kind of depression manifested in 
their scowling faces. 

If these groups are to induce a change for the better, 
they have to decide whether the problem at hand is 
closely related to and inherent in or emanating from the 
community itself, or whether emerging as a result of 
external influences that are interacting with and having 
deep effect on the people’s way of thinking. 

Many people including myself can be classified as 
optimistic by nature, because they believe that endless 
complaints can lead nowhere, except to the path of 
further desparation and frustration. 

1 do not believe that the given material reality in life 
always reflects the extent of its relationship with the 
artistic and cultural structures or that this structure is an 
identical reflection of realities. 

Indeed, an examining look at the intellectual and 
artistic groups in Jordan reveals the fact that they are 
largely the fruit of external influences, ideas and 
cultures. They have brought from outside ideas that 
have been intermarried or intermixed with concepts 


emanating from the local community. 

/ present this hypothesis as a prelude to proceed to 
another one namely that it is man. as a human being, 
that matters in the first place and that he is liable to be 
affected by pioneering ideas which normally bring about 
changes in society, and not vice versa. 

I profess that new and revolutionary ideas have the 
potential to cause the desired change in behavioural 
patterns and social values, and eventually create new 
realities on the ground. 

In my view , creation of theatre houses, organising 
seasonal festivals and conferences in luxury surround- 
ings serve no purpose simply because most of the 
organisers of such functions are not trustworthy of the 
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task they undertake in terms of their motives and 
objectives. 

I feel we are in need to lend more attention to 
creating a generation fused with the spirit of the modem 
age and its requirements ; a generation capable of 
producing ideas that can be further developed through 
-time to continually cater to the ever changing needs of 
society. 

The world around us is undergoing perpetual and 
astonishingly fast changes and therefore delay by society 
in catching up or coping with these changes could mean 
its virtual death and extinction. 

We have to take the first step towards change in all 


aspects of fife starting with children at the kindergarten 
level and moving on to school curricula , theatre work, 
music, songs, etc. 

We are not in real need of more theatres or 
conferences to discuss issues as we have so far reached 
no positive solutions. 

We rather need to learn new and free ways of thinking 
unchecked by our suspicions about the sources of new 
ideas because J believe we must be pragmatic in this 
respecr only aiming at achieving good results undeterred 
by traditional inhibitions. 

A pioneering experiment in this context can best be 
manifested in the so-called “theatre in education" 
sponsored by the Noor Al Hussein Foundation (NHF). 
It is indeed an example of the new way of thinking in 
Jordan's cultural society. 

Since 1991 NHF has been bolding workshops dealing 
with theatre work and inviting actors, directors and local 
artists to help develop ideas related to educational 
activities and also enlisting foreign expertise from the 
British and American cultural centres. 

The latest workshops organised by NHF focused 
attention on the technical aspect of theatre work, such 
as fighting, decor and sound efforts. This aspect also 
involved the arrangement of theatre scenes in a way to 
best conform to the text. American specialist Tim Kovac 
is using modem educational methods to help NHF carry 
out its projects with the help of 30 Jordanian artists. 

The three-week workshop is causing a change in the 
performance of our artists and will perhaps establish the 


basis for creating special NHF theatre in education. 

Ms Lina Tall who supervises the NHF project said 
that Jordan is in need of many more workshops in order 
to promote and sustain development in theatre work * 
and help bring in new expertise from other countries. 

She said that in 1991 . the NHF in cooperation with 
the Kennedy Centre in New York held a workshop 
which helped Jordanian participants to produce four 
very successful plays all because they conducted team- 
work. 

We are in need of similar team-work here involving 
the effort of groups rather than individuals to ensure 
successful theatre work, she added. 

However, the team work started by NHF workshops 
is now being followed by Jordanian theatre groups who 
have had the chance to intermingle with and learn from 
other groups from other countries. But we seek to 
universafise this spirit in Jordan and help artists to 
initiate theatre work and conducr plays not only in cities 
but rather in villages and in open public squares. 

There is real need for revolutionising theatre work 
starting from the school level and we are in need of new 
and daring and non-traditional ideas. We should also try 
to enact laws and legislations allowing the introduction 
of new educational curricula for schools in Jordan. 

Many Jordanians look forward to change and open- 
ness to the world and for serious work in all cultural and 
artistic domains because they are really fed up with 
traditional work that can only draw boredom and 
frustration. 


Violent New Zealand 
Cannes entry is no Piano 


Chasing city water? 
Follow the coffee 


By Michael Field 
Agence France Presse 
AUCKLAND — A movie 
which shows native Maori 
men as brutally violent alco- 
holic failures is being hailed 
here as the most important 
film yet out of New Zea- 
land, while leaving its audi- 
ences stunned. 

Once Were Warriors, the 
directing debut of Lee 
Tamahoii, is based on the 
first book by Maori Alan 
Duff, who once termed his 
own people as "going no- 
where nobodies." 

Duff, a darling of the 
political right here, is as- 
rhetorically aggressive as 
his characters are violent , 
calling those critical of the 
film “the tiny tots of intel- 

lectualism. ” „ , 

Warriors , New Zealand s 
entry to this year’s Cannes 
Film Festival, is a remark- 
able contrast to The Piano. 

i the French-and-Austrahan- 

funded film set near here 
which won at Cannes last 
year and took three Oscars, 
including one for Canadian- 
born Anna Paquin who at 
11 was Best Supporting Ac- 
tress. 


Its heroes " are Jake and 
Beth Heke who live in wel- 
fare housing near a South 
Auckland motorway. 
Domestic violence is 
routine and life involves lit- 
tle more than food, sex, 
cigarettes, alcohol and 
abuse. Overlaid are the 
grossly-tattooed Maori 
gangs, extending the family 
into a neo-triha/ setting. 
Beth's ancestors were chief- 
tains, Jake’s were slaves. 

Wellington College pupil 
Robert (Sark, writing in the 
Evening Post ' s Youth Focus 
section, said it was “ savage- 
ly graphic.... It is about 
drink, violence, rape and 
death. 

“The film seems to have 
incorporated into one fami- 
ly all the. worst things that 
could happen to them." 

Some Maori are outraged 
by the film, including singer 
Moana Jackson who said 
violence affected only a 
small portion of Maori and 
that she was worried about 
the image the film would 
give overseas audiences. 

People who claim Maori 
descent account for 13 per 
cent of New Zealand's 


population. 

Yet Maori make up 50 
per cent of prison popula- 
tion and Maori men in pris- 
on have a suicide rate eight 
times here than the non- 
Maori rate. 

Among the general 
population 27 per cent 
smoke tobacco — among 
Maori it is 54 per cent — 
and 57 per cent for Maori 
women. 

Unemployment among 
the white workforce is 8.3 
per cent — among Maori it 
is 24 per cent. Over half of 
all Maori between 15 and 59 
receive welfare, Non-Maori 
male fife expectancy here is 
73; for a Maori it is 67. 

Critic John Parker in the 
monthly Metro magazine 
termed Warriors the most 
important film yet out of 
New Zealand, adding it was 
“terrifyingly out of most of 
our comfort zones. " 

“As a result, our vision of 
ourselves as New Zealan- 
ders on film will now be 
irreversibly changed," he 
wrote. 

Despite their //mired in- 
volvement. New Zealan- 
ders love to be identified' 


with The Piano. Warriors, 
an official entry at Cannes 
this year , is unlikely to in- 
spire the same pride. 

It may however have 
another child Oscar winner 
in 13-year-old Mamaengar- 
oa Keny-BeU, who endures 
incest and rape in the 
movie. 

Columnist Frank Ha den 
in the Sunday Star-Times 
said Warriors shows the 
world the shocking side of 
The Piano. 

But be warned, "people 
will ask why, when Maori 
people have more than 
equal political rights, access 
to profitable education, pay 
and employment . they 
choose to alienate them- 
selves into a racial under- 
class /' 

And he added: “/ found 
absurd the cop-out excuse 
the film gives for (Jake’s) 
viciousness — fhar you can 
expect no better from a 
descendant of the pre- 
European Maori slave caste 
who has married above him 
and resents the fact. This 
will send the wrong message 
to people in other coun- 
tries." 


By Randolph E. Schmid 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — 
There’s a good new way to 
track the flow of domestic 
waste into the nation’s 
streams and rivers , scien- 
tists say: Follow the cofffee 
trail. 

It turns out caffeine does 
more than keep the scien- 
tists awake. The ingredient 
found in coffee , tea and 
cola is an excellent tracer of 
waste movement. 

And while discovering 
the new research tool, sci- 
entists uncovered both good 
news and a surprise , said 
Larry B. Barber U, a U.S. 
Geological Survey resear- 
cher. 

The good news: Water 
quality in the Mississippi 
River is improving. 

The surprise: Pollution is 
more concentrated in the 
upper part of the river than 
the lower reaches. 

Mr. Barber said the team 
of scientists was trying to 
track the movement of che- 
micals along the river and 
needed a way to sort the 
domestic waste from indust- 


rial, farm and other chemic- 
als. 

When they tested water 
near cities, caffeine kept 
turning up, and “that 
turned the light bulb on that 
here is an important che- 
mical," be said. 

Since caffeine moves 
through people and water 
treatment systems relatively 
unchanged, the chemical 
compound became the sci- 
entists' tracer for urban 
waste. 

By comparing bow much 
caffeine is present with the 
amounts of particular che- 
micals that occur both in 
domestic and industrial 
waste, they were able to 
calculate what share of the 
pollution in an area came 
from domestic sources and 
what share was industrial or 
farm-related. 

Knowing that will allow 
researchers to see if there 
are changes in these ratios 
in the future, which would 
indicate if anti-pollution 
projects are working. 

Caffeine showed up in 
high concentrations near 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
area in Minnesota, around 


the confluence of the Illi- 
nois River carrying the Bow 
from Chicago, and near 
cities such as St. Louis. 

The water experts analy- 
sed 450 samples of Missis- 
sippi River water collected 
in 1991 and 1992, seeking to 
measure the amounts of 
pollution in the river and its 
patterns of change over the 
seasons. 

Mr. Barber said the team 
is going back this summer to 
take samples of river bed 
sediments. They want to 
compare the chemicals in 
the sediments now with 
those they found in 1992 , to 
see what effect last sum- 
mer's floods had. 

In the earlier river water 
studies, they found 32 diffe- 
rent organic compounds in 
the river, with at least some 
of the pollutants turning up 
in about one-quarter of the 
water samples. 

However, significant con- 
centrations were found in 
only three areas: Below the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul area; 
below the confluence of the 
Ohio and Mississippi at 


Cairo , 111.; and between 
New Orleans and Baton 
Rouge , La. 

Mr. Barber said none of 
the chemicals detected was 
concentrated enough to be 
hazardous. 

Most of the chemicals 
found in the river are byp- 
roducts of waste water dis- 
charge by cities, urban 
runoff, power plant cooling 
water discharge, pulp mill 
waste, feed lot runoff, river 
traffic, refueling spills and 
industrial discharge. 

Frequently , it's thought 
that water quality decreases 
as you move down river, 
and there is some truth to 
that, but there is so much 
more water that chemical 
concentrations are very 
low," Mr. Barber said. 

“ People think New 
Orleans’ water quality is 
low because of all the waste 
from up above, but the 
most susceptible part of riv- 
er seemed to be above St. 
Louis, where it’s a relatively 
small river," Mr. Barber 
said. "It's no dicbe that 
dilution is the solution. ” 




nr 





JORDAN 


A matter of imagination 


By Jean-CIaude Bias 


Extremes have always been attractive to me and when I 
think of a personal computer (PC) as a tool, I often 
compare it to a pen. Correlating a highly sophisticated 
product to an extremely simple one may seem exagger- 
ated at first sight but it is not. Just like a pen can be used 
to write an infinite variety of words , sentences or texts , 
PCs also can be used in thousands of different applica- 
tions. 

The result, when using the same tool , depends highly 
on the user, his age, gender, occupation and personality. 
Just tike a pen in the hand of a businessman, a poet or 
schoolboy will produce different texts , PCs will be used 
in many various ways by the above mentioned people. 

Because of its inherent complexity however, a PC has 
the negative tendency to limit , restrict and sometimes 
even inhibit people's imagination and creativity. Very 


chip talk 



even inhibit people s imagination ana creativity, very 
few users completely go past the learning process and 
feel comfortable enough with the machine to free 


themselves from technophobia and really benefit from 
all the system's possibilities. 

One practical way to live in harmony with PCs is to 
capitalise on the many available peripherals and acces- 
sories , often considered as luxury options. There is an 
incredible range of products that are much more fun to 
use and certainly more communicative than the stan- 
dard monitor, die keyboard or even the printer. 

The mouse, first introduced in the eighties with the 
famous but short-lived "Lisa'' computer by Apple, 
remains the simplest and possibly the friendliest , most 
practical, most useful accessory. 

In addition to the expensive , professional document 
scanners and optical disks that have often been discus- 
sed in this column , PC users can enjoy a wide array of 
other affordable additions. 

Hand-held scanners, small colour printers . sound 


cards, MIDI music cards , TV-Video carfajax cards and 
robotic arms, to name only a few, will add a touch of 
fantasy to your gloomy daily computing. With local 
prices ranging from 100 to 300 dinars they are worth 
every fils you would spend on them. 

The main advantage is the window they can open for 
you in terms of new ideas and applications. Forget about 
word processing, spreadsheets, data bases and calcula- 
tions. Forget even the boring computer games. Take a 
sound card, a video card and create a short film, a 
documentary or a cartoon. Get a robotic arm and 
programme it to shake bands, to serve coffee. Scan your 


family's , your friends' photographs and integrate them 
in the letters you would write them. In other words. 


move ffom passive to active. 

Another, but slightly more expensive device lets you 
create images , graphics on the screen, and then obtain 
an output of die work on a slide, transparency or even a 
regular printed colour photograph , by attaching a 
camera to the PC. Standard software like Harvard 
Graphics offer such an option. 

The world of personal computing is fascinating to 
explore. The above mentioned accessories and tools can 
tremendously help and contribute to expand one's 
imagination and enjoy the exploration. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


A. Sbssqalr 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


A young American boy designed a fingerless glove so 
as children could use it in playing baseball. 

The Food Museum at VM, a town in Switzerland, 
exhibits a monumental Pharaonic cake up of honey, 
sesame and milk. It dates back to 2200 B.C. 

A Californian expert produced a lamp that has tire 
thickness of a man’s hat. 

An American adorned bis car with water taps. 

A bicycle built in 1898could seat 10 people , . 

It takes 7,000 grains of aspirin to make a pound 
(about 500 grams). 


1. How many legs does a spider have? 

2. What does HB on a pencil mean? 

3. What is the most commonly used letter of the 
alphabet? 

4. What are the seven colour of the rainbow? 

5. What is a belcher? 

6. Of which country is AVLACO the national airline? 

7. Who coined the term “RED TAPE"? . 

8. Who first described Herodotus as “the father of 
history”? 


ft ft fr it it 
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LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


YOUR BREAMS INTERPRETED 


— I hear you’re going abroad! 


ebd kbarijj! 


Baza sahib. Ebb! mosafir eb rrtir 

— Are you going there on a visit? 

Hal aatm aaMb tee zcymra da htmak? 

— Yes, msec my elder brother. 

Na'am, sawia an akbB akbar. 

— Is be married? Halhowamntazawwq? 

— Yes, he is married to a Canadian lady. 

Na’am, mnah n mutazawwy besayyeda Canadeya. 

— Did they visit Jordan? Balaam AlOnkmn? 

— They visit Jordan once every two years. 

R®® jawaran Al Qnfom marrataa half 

— Do you like to travel? Haltobihboassalk r? 

— Oh, yes! I like to meet people and see the world. 

Na’am. Ohab an okahS «m« wa aralaalam. 

— Have you ever read anything about Canada? 

Bril loon’ta ayj shay an Canada? 

— I’ve read a lot about it: Its history, culture, ways of 


COLLISION: This dream predicts' that you'd better 
take positive action in regard to making a 
decision. If you don't trust your own 
judgement, seek friendly (or profession- 
al advice but stop dithering. 


ECLIPSE: 


A very unusual dream probably arising 
from a subconscious worry concerning 
your health or that of someone dose to 
you. In either case a medical checkup 
would be helpful. 


fr ft ft fr ft 


PUZZLES 


LrikMkmHoahkkatiuranha: Tarikhoba, 
asakebm bayat, al adat wattakakxd wa asbya ofcftra 
„ kathira. 

— Do you speak English? HaHatakaBamaln&eeaeya? 

— Yes, I can speai and write English and French. 
Na’am, astatP an atakaHam wa aktob al-in&ecxeya 

wriMbranseya. 

— How tong are you going to stay there? 

Mabmodda affair damn iqamatoha bonak? 

— About three months. Hawaii thabthetshohoor. 

— I wish you a happy stay. 

Atamaana bka bpuoa sa ’eeda. 

— Thank you very much. Shnkranjazetlaa. 


(A) There is a frog at the bottom of a well ; Tire well is 
10 metres deep. Each day the frog jumps up three 
metres and then slips back two metres. When will 
tiie hog reach the top of the well at that rate? 


ft ft ft fr fr' 


(B) The middle THREE LETTERS of these five-letter 
words form short words themselves. But what are 
the five-letter words? 


ft ft fr fr ft 


AN INVITATION TO LAUGHTER 


ft A man planned to have dinner with John's father. On 
his way to the house, he met Joha while playing with 
little children. 


tt Wbere's your father , Joha?" asked the man . 
“First give me a morsel of bread and then HI tell you 
bis whereabouts," Joha said. 
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it One day Joha entered an orchard. His dress was 
attached to a tree branch. Addressing the branch , 
Joha said: “Unless you were a beast, Vd break your 
neck!" 


ft fr it ft ft 


it Once Joha lost his donkey and went to look for it 
saying to himself: “Thanks be to Allah”. 


When asked why he said so, be promptly answered: 
“J thanked God because if I had been riding it, Pd 
have been lost with it!” 


1- An ancient throwing weapon. 

2 - To show off. 

3- Tie vapour from boiling water. 

4- A precious stone. 

5- To frighten. 

6- The chief strain. 

7- To run away secretly with a lover. 

8- To smell badly. 

9- Rubbish; also lining of a cow's stomach. 

10- Opportunity ; the range of action . 
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Are private universitie. 
fancy dumps? 


By E. Yaghi 


First of all. this article does not pertain to those private 
universities that are administered by qualified person- 
nel, but to the ones that lag way behind conventional 
standards. The most important requirement to be met 
by any president of a private university is to be 
well-qualified for the job that he fills. He must be 
competent at his job, have the required qualifications to 
carry out his duties and be on good terms with his staff 
in a more or less democratic atmosphere which follows 
suit with the democratic trends in Jordan. Deans who 
staff their various departments should not be hired 
merely to pay lip service to him and act as spies on the 
other professors who do not grovel to outlandish 
demands of their president. Such deans divide the 
teaching personnel into two camps , those who pay 
added Up service to their employer and those who speak 
out whenever they feel that the president is making 
unjust demands or unwise decisions. 

It is only common sense therefore, that chairpersons 
of every department within the university should be 
people who have their own personalities and not ones 
who can never make derisions on their own, cannot 
think for themselves and who spend their time , to 
phrase it nicely, polishing apples for their superior, or 
listening to students’ endless complaints about those 
professors who are not in the same shining camp that 
po/is/ies the president’s boots or apples. No actions 
should be made simply to ingratiate unreasonable 
demands without taking into consideration if those 
actions are right or wrong. 

In some private universities, the president may have 
bis doors open to students to hear their complaints, 
including those about professors who did not give them 
the grades they wished or perform the way they thought 
best. At the other end of the scale are the public 
umversities which pay little heed to student complaints . 


each and every professor who works at tharparticular 
university- Observations of visiting lecturers mould be 
open to both students and teaching staff and only those 
wishing to be present should do so. It is A sign of 
hypocrisy to force professors to attend lecturestiiey are 
not concerned with or interested in. \ 

Also , no student should be allowed to entei classes 
one and a half months late at any university. This 
practice has been abused in some private universities, 
again, to comply with and please customers. Students 
are not customers, they are in institutions of learning to 
learn. How can any student miss a month and a half of 
lectures and then pretend to comprehend the subject 
he/she has missed so much of? In most public universi- 
ties, no student is allowed to miss more than seven pours 


unless for medical reasons or a sudden death in\the 
familv This is reasonable, for there is nothins students 


There must be some happy meeting ground where not 
all trivial matters will be listened to against alleged 


offending professors nor places where students are 
never able to express their views and wishes. 

It definitely is a problem and a concern for our 
country when private universities perform more like 
commercial companies than institutions of learning. 
Students must be given grades they deserve and haw 
earned. Often, students in private universities demand 
that their marks never fall below 70 out of 100. This is all 
well and good if they put forth the effort and time to 
obtain these grades , but very detrimental if they think 
they deserve a certain average simply because their 
parents paid an exorbitant tuition. No university should 
cater to the whims of such students because this then 
undermines the whole system and value of the level of 
education offered at such institutions . All students are 
potential leaders of their tomorrows and no future 
should be built on a shaky foundation. 

Also , presidents should never take sides against their 
teaching staff only to flatter students whom they wish to 
retain as precious customers and avoid offending them. 
Any professor has every right to defend himself and he 
should not be considered guilty until proven innocent , 
but innocent until proven guilty. Furthermore, profes- 
sors should not be forced to attend lectures outside their 


own departments by visiting professors just to fill 
otherwise empty chairs in auditoriums. To attend or not 


otherwise empty chairs in auditoriums. To attend or not 
to attend such lectures should be up to the discretion of 


family. This is reasonable, for there is nothing students 
like more than to skip classes. Each lecture is valuable 
and is based on the previous lecture before it. Lectures 
are like building blocks and are structured upon edch 
other. There are also some students who ask to spend 
three weeks outside Jordan to renew their residencies in 
certain Gulf countries. This procedure requires only 
spending one week not three away from lectures. Some 
students claim that their grandfathers or grandmothers 
died and also miss classes. No one bothers to investigate 
these claims to see if they are valid or not. j 

Sometimes ‘professors are employed who are gradu- 
ates of universities in the developing world. Of th$se, 
some can hardly read, write or speak English. One 
would imagine such graduates who attend universities in 
English to be somewhat fluent in that language, for bp w 
can such a graduate have grasped his subject if he is not 
able to read or speak his target language? Why does the 
Ministry of Higher Education only recognise 500 Amer- 
ican universities when it is widely known that the United 
States has one of the best systems of education in the 
world? Is this because our standards are rusty and we 
follow antique codes of recognition , or are there other 
reasons? 

Constant inspection should be made of all private 
universities to ensure that they maintain a specific 
standard. 

Tests must be conducted that compare the students of 
private universities with those of public universities in 
the same departments to determine if students from 
private institutions maintain the same level as those at 
public ones. It would be most interesting to see which, 
students have the better grades on such tests. 

Again, this article is not against all private universi- 
ties. Without mentioning names, some of these universi- 
ties are administered by excellent presidents who 
perform great services to those establishments they are 
connected with. On ' the other hand, some private 
universities are disgraceful and make a bad reputation 
for the rest. A president of any university holds one of 
the greatest tasks of any job , .tor it is bis duty to ensure 
that the institution he heads turns out students who have 
gained enough knowledge to enable them to provide for 
their future. No president should be a dictator of 
tyrannical. The professors he employs must neither pay 
lip service to his every command whether pragmatic or 
not , nor should they in turn esteem themselves as 
demi-gods over their students. There must be a joyful 
medium where the needs of students and teachers are 
met and respected regardless if the institution is private 
or public. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, May 12 


Clubba Hubba 


11:10 The Upper Hand 


If You Only Knew 


8:30 Bony 


Under The Influence 
Bony investigates a series of 
murders that take place in a 
winery, which has been in 
the same family for five 
generations. 


William presents himself to 
a girl as an artistocrat, from 
the jet set. But it turns out 
that what she likes in him is 
his real self. 


Who's Who 


10d)0 News In Eogfisb 


9:00 One To One 

A local interview program- 
me hosted by Dr. Ziad 
Rifa’i. 


Charlie lies about his real 
profession when he goes out 
on a date, and Carol, eager 
to go on a date too, lies 
about her's. 


An old missing jazz musi- 
cian is found by Walter and 
team; his daughter tells 
them he's been missing for 
40 long years. 


10:00 News In h 


Monday, May 16 


10:20 The Cape Rebel 


8-JO The Nanny 


The Challenge Of Arerrde 


10:20 Feature Film — The 
Bastion 


9:30 The Campbells 


Starring: Robert Vaughn, 
Michael Blakemore, John 
Wood 

The historical events fol- 
lowing the German entry 
into Poland in 1939, which 
was followed by Britain and 
Australia entering the 
war... We also witness 
General Macarthur’s arrival 
in Australia to lead the 
allied forces against the 
Japanese. 


Eyes Of Angels 
James steps in at the nghr 
moment to save two blacks 
from an imminent death at 
the bands of a racist . 


Nanny suggests to the 
father a practical way to 
explain the dangers of 
smoking to the little boy. 


8J5 Jordanesque 


10:90 News In Eogfisb 


9:10 Equinox 


Through an intricate plan of 
escape, Sloet manages to 
slip from the hold of his 
captors, with gun in hand. 
But his wife still faces trou- 
ble. 

11:10 The Second Half 


10:20 Feature Film — The 
Last Bastion 


Starring: Robert Vaughn, 
Michael Blakemore, John 
Wood. 


Friday, Mfiy 93 


Sunday, May 15 


9:10 Skaeae Of The Crime 


8:30 You Bet Your Life 


Theme Park Heaven 
The programme looks at 
the recent advances in 
graphics designs technolo- 
gy, and how Walt Disney , 
in particular, transferred 
this dream instrument to an 
exciting and entertaining 
reality. 


Mr. Television 


John is to sit in for a TV 
screen test: He is seeking to 
become a sports program- 
me presenter. 

Wednesday, May 18 


Stalk Radio 

A radio announcer's foul 
language and aggressive be- 
haviour on air, not only 
invites high ratings to the 
station, but threatening let- 
ters as well. 


BUI Cosby hosts this very 
funny and entertaining quiz 
show. 


1 6 JO News La English 


10:20 The Black Powder 


9:10 Stolen Lives 


11:10 Top Cops 


10.-00 News In English 


Hk20 Middlemarch 


On her death bed, the maid 
reveals the secret of the 
baby girl to the ignorant 
Father. Evelyn has to face 
the consequences of lying. 


11:10 Threes* Company 


10:00 News In English 


Tape To Tape Master 
Heroic police work involv- 
ing a bank robbery in New 
York, a woman killer in 
Florida, and the arrests and 
later killing of Lee Harvey 
Oswald in 1963 . 


8 JO Too Close For Comfort 

A gun found in the suitcase 
of an English guest drives 
Henry to assume that he 
had come to assassinate the 
Russian ambassador. 

9 JO The Best Of Magic 


9 JO The World Of The 30’s 


Lies, My Roommate Told 
Me 


10:20 The House Of Eliott 


Tuesday, May 17 


How can Jack keep Janette 
out of the house? He plans 
a lunch date with Larry. 

Saturday, May 14 


8 JO The Fresh Prince Of 
Bel-Air 


The second series 

JTV starts the second series 
of The House Of Eliott, the 
sumptuous costume drama, 
in which the lives and 
careers of Beatrice and 
Evangeline today take a 
new turn, as their attention 
turns to focus on Paris. 


8 JO Step By Step 


.The Paper Chase 


Kodie and Carol are left to 
babysit, while J.T. gets into 
trouble for selling reports to 
the opposing football team. 


The former Soviet Union is 
under Stalin’s rule: No 

S2** reli 8ion, land 
pn^erty or any kind of 

freedom. His supreme rule 

the y?™ 8 1° wo* in 
camps, under extreme su- 
pervision. 

10:00 Hews In English 
10:20 Poldark 

S Z n ' G J° r ei Warleggan 

sZl-. !L Z * beth; "bile 

concern is fo secure 


V 1 1 


9:10 Moon Over Miami 
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Despite down year, Disneyland 
still makes magic, money 
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Indian video war hits world’s biggest film industry 


By E. Scott Reckard 

The Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif Z ^hc 
earthquake toppled attend- 
ance. A proposed theme 
park next door was put on 
hold. The "space-age” 
polyester uniforms worn by 
Tomorrowland people mov- 
er attendants look more like 
“Star Trek ” rejects. 

Disneyland, the middle- 
aged progenitor of Walt 
Disney Co.'s amusement 
park empire , has seen bet- 
ter days. 

Yet it remains a remark- 
ably reliable money maker, 
particularly in contrast to 
euro-Disney’s debacle of 
$900 million in losses last 
year. 

Though the park keeps 
figures private, attendance 
appears to have tumbled by 
cent to 20 per cent 
tenfowing the Jan . 1 7 North- 
ridge earthquake, Seidler 
Cos. analyst Jeffrey Logs- 
don said. He cited the “ four 
Norsemen" that have hit 
southern California — 
“fire, floods, riots and ear- 
thquakes. ” 

Add to the mix the reces- 


sions here and in Japan . and 
the March slayings of two 
Japanese exchange students 
in Los Angeles. The killings 
left tourist officials in 
Anaheim and the rest of 
Orange County struggling 
to distance themselves ana 
their S4.S billion industry 
from their urban neighbour. 

But before writing Dis- 
neyland off considcr'Kathy 
and Cordon Flock, hon- 
eymooners who had heard 
attendance was down but 
wound up in a park jammed 
with crowds on Good 
Friday. 

There the Pocatello. Ida- 
ho. couple waited for the 
Space Mountain ride in a 
line stretching fur past the 
“45 minutes from this 
point " sign. 

“Just put your mind on 
autopilot and before you 
know it you're there," he 
said. 

“We've got earthquakes 
just as big in Idaho. ” said 
she. "You just don't hear 
about them because there 
aren 't as many people to get 
shook up.” 

Those are attitudes to 


make Mickey smile. 
"We Ye had a great spring 
break, " said a hopeful Dis- 
neyland spokesman, Lind- 
say Schncbley. “We have 
continued to rebound to- 
ward the pre-quake level . ” 

Amusement Business 
Magazine pul 1993 Disney- 
land attendance at 11. 4 mil- 
lion, down slightly but still 
second among U.S. theme 
parks. 

Only Disney's Magic 
Kingdom in Florida's Walt 
Disney world attracted 
more, with 12 million. (Dis- 
ney's other Florida parks. 
Epcot Centre and Disncy- 
MGM Studios, were Nos.’ 3 
and 4 with 10 million and $ 
million visitors respec- 
tively.) 

But times arc cough. In 
an enthusiastic overall re- 
port on Disney, Natwest 
Securities analysts Paul C. 
Marsh and Vincent Col - 
icchio predicted recently 
that attendance would de- 
cline 10 per cent in the fiscal 
year ending Sept. 30. 

That would put it at W.S 
million, down from 12 mil- 
lion during fiscal 1993, the 


analysts said. 

Meanwhile. Disney deals 
with bankers over Euro- 
Disney's huge debt, with 
the Japanese over a new 
ocean-theme park beside 
Tokyo Disneyland, with cri- 
tics in Virginia over a new 
American history theme 
park and with its own plans 
for a fourth park in Florida 
and search tor a new park 
site in the Far East. 

All this began when Dis- 
neyland opened in 1955, 
known to /he entertainment 
world as “Walt Disney's fol- 
ly. ” With a heavy batik debt 
dating from at least Snow 
White. Disney had a tough 
time financing the park, 
which opened ’ at a cost of 
$17 million. 

Despite help from many 
companies that “ spon- 
sored " park areas, Walt 
Disney only got it open by 
borrowing against his life 
insurance and going into 
partnership with ABC-TV. 
ABC at the time was very 
much the stepchild third 
network, seeking prestige 
and anything to bolster 
programming. 



Euro-Disney has faced thm debacle of $900 
million in losses last year 
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By Moses Manoharan 

Reuter 

BOMBA Y — A bitter dis- 
pute between producers of 
Bombay films and their dis- 
tributors over the timing of 
the release of video copies 
flared recently and 
threatened to paralyse the 
world’s biggest film indus- 
try. 

Producers slapped a ban 
on new releases after refus- 
ing to agree to a demand of 
the distributors to imple- 
ment a three-month delay 
Ifetween the release of a. 
film and its video. 


It has sharply divided the 
film industry in Bombay, as 
producers , their financiers. 


distributors, cable oper- 
ators and cinema owners 
began assessing their losses 
from the standoff. 

Some 700 films are made 
every year by the Indian 
film industry, which is con- 
centrated in the western city 
of Bombay, the country’s 
commercial capital, and in 
Madras in the south. 

**7 his is a typical case of 
cutting your nose to spite 
your face,” said N.N. Sip- 
py, who is vice-president of 
the Film Distributors Coun- 
cil ( FDC ), whose members 
buy the rights to exhibit 
films in designated areas. 

“Let us now wait and 
watch how long it takes 
before they decide' that 
films are made to be re- 
leased,” Mr. Sippy said in 


an interview. 

The FDC has accused the 
Film Makers Combine 
(FMC), which represents 
the producers, of breaking 
an agreement they signed in 
1993 to delay the video re- 
leases by three months to 
allow the distributors to se- 
cure their profits from cine- 
ma earnings. 

The FMC says it is under 
heavy pressure from the 
powerful cable operators 
lobby, which wields enor- 
mous clout as the new 
financiers of the movie in- 
dustry in an economy that is 
swiftly opening up under a 
reform programme laun- 
ched three years ago. 

The reforms are driving 
out much of the black or 
unaccounted money from 


businessmen and criminals 
that had traditionally 
funded Indian movie- 
making, analysts believe. 

The analysts say the new 
financiers buy video rights 
to a movie for between two 
and five million rupees 
( $64,Q00-$160,000 ) which is 
around 20 per cent of the 
total cost of a movie, but it 
is usually these funds that 
are used to start the film. 

The distributors fear that 
if a movie flops at the box 
office , it will be a total loss 
for them after three months 
when they -get to release 
their version for the cable 
networks. 

But producer Yash Chop- 
ra counters: “In a free mar- 
ket economy people are 


free to trade the way they 
want to. You can't impose 
laws . " 

“Ir is the producer who 
decides when and how to 
sell bis product and nobody 
can dictate terms to him.” 

FMC General Secretary 
K.D. Shorey says one solu- 
tion would be to allow video 
cassettes strictly for private 
home-viewing and force 
cable operators to observe 
the three-month delay in 
showing the films on a mass 
scale through their net- 
works. 

Heavy fines arid jail 
terms for violations of the 
three-month delay would 
force cable operators to toe 
the line, he said. 

Both the distributors and 
producers feel they can sur- 


vive the battle of attrition. 

The distributors say they 
will run old films in the 
cinema they had booked for 
the new releases . while the 
producers hope to get the 
FMC to compensate their 
losses from die ban. One 
producer released six films 
just ahead of the ban to 
beat the deadline. 

The only ones who admit 
they will suffer losses are 
those who purchased the 
video rights to the new films 
that would have been re- 
leased if the ban had not be 
enforced. . , 

They say huge amounts 
have already been spent by 
them on publicity for films 
to be released in the second 
half of May. 
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Second 


By Suzy Patterson 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — From intricate 
18 th-century fans to wild- 
eyed 20th-century crea- 
tions. the Palais Galliera 
Fashion Museum is celeb- 
rating its 15 years with a 
low-keyed retrospective ex- 
hibition. 

“We want to show what a 
fashion museum should be 
all about,” says Catherine 
Join-Dieterle, director of 
what is formally known as 
the Musee De La Mode Et 
Du Costume. 
k What are childrens 1930 
satin confirmation costumes 
doing alongside a bathing 
robe by Poiret? The social 
history is not quite clear, 
but all the costumes and 
outfits shown in the 
“memories de mode ” ex- 
hibit are beautifully pre- 
served. 

“Since we recently 


Galliera Fashion Museum fetes 15 years 


moved much storage space 
and restoration to other 
parts of town, we've wanted 
to do a retrospective of our 
acti rides ana directions, ” 
Ms. Join-Dieterle said at 
the opening of the show 
that lasts until Aug. 21. 

The elegant palace , com- 
missioned by the Duchess 
of Galliera in the late 19th 
century, was built on plans 
by the Gustave Eiffel Agen- 
cy. Following litigation be- 
tween Paris and the Italian- 
born duchess, the palace 
became city property at the 
turn of the century. 

Used off and on as a 
dust-gathering museum, it 
was spruced up and became 
a fashion museum in 1977, 
with the acquisition of 
thousands of items from the 
Carnavalet Museum of 
Paris History. The costumes 
were moved into the Gal- 
liera. and the museum for- 
mally opened in 1979. 


Some of Galliera’s out- 
standing exhibitions have 
included a sensational 
Givenchy lookback . a 
beautiful montage of Balen- 


ciaga outfits, an amusing 
show of Jacques Fath 
clothes and photographs, 
and a sensational jewelry 
exhibition by Van Cleefand 
Arpels. 

This exhibition is more 
eclectic and somewhat 
eccentric. It begins not with 
history, but with the avant- 
garde. to place contempor- 
aries in the forefront, the 
show’s organisers say. 

Thus visitors are treated 
to some of today’s weirder 
objects of fashion creation: 
A scotch-tape-belted, reha- 
bilitated ancient theatre 
costume by Martin Mar - 
giela, with silver Japanese 
sock-shoes: some cartoon- 
painted outfits by Jean- 
Charles De Castelbajac, or 
a salmon velvet gown by 


Jean-Paul Gaultier featur- 
ing his signature stiffened 
cornucopia bosoms. 

More familiar in the true 
couture line are outfits by 
Yves Saint Laurent, Christ- 
ian Lacroix , Hanae Mori 
and Guy Laroche. 

Works of several top 
couturiers are conspicuous- 
ly absent. “We couid not 
show everyone.” said 
museum spokesman Jean- 
Francois Vannierre. “This 
is focused on aspects of 
fashion and society.” 

After Modern Fashions is 
a fascinating melange: A 
combination of historical 
clothes and accessories 
from 185Q to 1945. Just near 
a group of fabulous 19th- 
century lace-edged taffeta 
and satin bridal gowns is a 
severe Red Cross uniform 
from World War I — 
perhaps a warning of things 
to come. 

In between, pop up an 




elaborately decorated loose 
Dapper-style dress by Paul 
Poiret and a straight beach 
robe with a wonderful pas- 
tel-toned prim by Raoul 
Dufy — totally lovely in a 
beachcomber way, with 
shells , waves, saris. “ Things 
have changed, haven’t 
they?" remarked an old- 
timer. admiring the modes- 
of this below-the-knee 
ach coat created by 
Molyneux in 1922. 

“I shocked my parents by 
wanting one of these Tintm 
knickers outfits” famed 
coiffeur Alexandre said at 
the Galliera opening, recall- 
ing the fashionable 1935 
tweed knickers suit of car- 
toon character Tintin. *7 
finally got it, in tones of 
brown. " 

Accessories are a big part 
of this show, and dozens of 
fans and elaborate parasols 
are displayed for those who 
like detail. 


Shoes from the 1940s were 
elaborately plat formed, 
much more ornamented 
than anything recent. A 
1939 Schiaparelli bag shows 
the designer’s futuristic idea 
of battery-powered tights 
inside the purse to help find 
keys. 

The show also reverts to 
more ancient history. A 
fashion victim of 1887 is 
. suited up in a recycled jack- 
et of Louis XVI, beheaded 
in 1793. The 18th-century 
gilded details and cut of the 
original jacket are sub- 
jected to the 1887 fad of a 
buttressed bustle-backs, 
lending a hiccup to sartorial 
history. 

Vivienne Westwood, 
Christian Lacroix and 
others are behind grotesque 
bustle revivals, showing 
that designers will keep in- 
venting, and victims will 
keep on wearing their crea- 
tions. 


Art show dusts off 
works used 
to paint over 
Stalinism ’s cracks 


By David Ljanggren 

Reuter 

ST PETERSBURG — 
Josef Stalin , the dictator 
who sent millions to their 
deaths, stands smiting in the 
doorway as he acknow- 
ledges the applause of his 
ministers and a group of 
ecstatic Soviet citizens. 

This scene is captured in 
the 1950 painting Glory To 
The Great Stalin, one of 
hundreds of long-forgotten 
works on display at an exhibi- 
tion _ in St. Petersburg’s 
Russian Museum which 
provides an intriguing in- 
sight into the soul of totali- 
tarianism. 

The exhibition. Agitation 
For Happiness , groups 
works from the early 1930s 
to Statin’s death in 1953, a 
period when art was a 
powerful weapon in the bat- 
tle for hearts and minds. 

“ Many of these works 
were conceived to lift the 
mood of the masses, to con- 
vince people the govern- 
ment and Stalin were great 
and that events in the coun- 
try were the best of their 
land in the world,” said 
museum curator Yevgenya 
Petrova. 

Martial music blares from 
loudspeakers in every room 
to hop recreate the atmos- 
phere of an epoch when 
Stalin , now largely a forgot- 
ten figure, dominated every 
aspect of fife. 

Stalin told Soviet writers 
in 1934 they had to become 
the “engineers of the hu- 
man sold” and the same 
task fell to artists as the 
dictator slowly crushed any 
resistance to his rule. 

Millions of people were 
swept away in purges. 
Countless numbers died as 
agriculture was collectivised 
and /amine cut through 
Ukraine, but none of this is 
reflected in the relentlessly 
optimistic works of art. 

“People lead normal 
lives... and this sort of ex- 
fed enthusiasm, the 
t the future trill be 
happier, wonderful, more 
joyful, this has an effect on 
people,” said Ms. Petrova , 
who spent six months 
choosing works for the ex- 
hibition. 

Most of them had been 
gathering dust in museum 
vaults since the 1950s, the 
time of the first great wave 
of deStalinisation designed 
to sweep away the dictator’s 
influence. 

Some are gigantic, tike 
the paintings produced for 
the Soviet pavilion at the 
1939 New York World Fair, 
depictions of joyous Soviet 
people which cover most of- 
a wall. 

V It’s probable that never 
was the range of subjects 
and people so limited as in 
the 19305 and 1950s,” says the 
Bittotoctkm to die catatogoc fa r 
the exhibition, which runs 


until the end of * 
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this time bad only i 
tion — to commem> 
grandiosity and gr& 
that particular hi. 
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The Stabilisation of s ~ic- 
ty spread to every come r-‘ 
life — there is even a /ar t • • 
inkwell adorned with porce- 
lain figures of Central Ast.m 
peasants enthusiastically 
discussing Stalin’s 1936 con- 
stitution, hailed at the time 
as the model of democracy. 

But anyone dying to ex- 
ercise their rights as set out 
in this document could look 
forward to a bullet in the 
bead in some underground 
police execution chamber, 
the fate dealt to many of 
those who came under 
suspicion. 

No one was exempt. 
Sculptress Vera Mukhina 
produced the giant statue of 
worker and collective farm 
girl striding into the future , 
for decades lauded as a 
symbol of Soviet progress, 
while her husband was 
dying in a labour camp in 
1937. 

For 70-year-old historian 
Mikhail Rutenberg the pic- 
tures bring back painful 
memories. 

“It was a terrible time 
because a person’s life was 
not considered to be valu- 
able, ” he said after studying 
Our Wise Leader, Our 
Dear Teacher, a typically 
hagiographic painting which 
portrays Communist Party 
delegates swarming round 
Stalin. 

“We were told about how 
people would have the right 
to work , food, good condi- 
tions and education — but 
these rights were often in- 
fringed. ” 

Not all painters sold their 
souls to the state — avant- 
garde artists tike Malevich 
were also active at the time 
but wisely kept their works 
hidden until times changed. 

Not satisfied with press- 
uring artists to distort the 
present , Stalin also made 
sure they helped rewrite 
history to portray him as a 
man who from the very 
beginning was a loyal part- 
ner of Soviet state founder 
Vladimir Lenin and there- 
fore was his rightful heir. 

One obviously false 
painting purports to show 
Lenin earnestly consulting 
with the young Stalin at a 
1907 Bolshevik Party con- 
gress in London, a tune 
when Stalin was just a rank 
and file member. 

“When I look at these 
paintings I think about what 
talented artists spent their 
time doing,” sighed Ruten- 
berg. l *They could have cre- 
ated so much beauty if they 
hadn’t been forced to turn 
out things tike this when 
their heart wasn’t in it.” 




Canadian rocker Colin James goes bluesy with Little Big Band 
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By David Germain 
The Associated Press 
CANADIAN blues-rocker 
Colin James has put a stamp 
of authenticity on his claim 
that he’s not just another 
pretty boy popster in the 
Bryan Adams mold. 

When he went into the 
studio last year to record his 
third- album for Virgin Re- 
cords, James said , he de- 
cided to answer the burning 
questions of critics, “is he 
pop or is he blues? Is he 
trying to be Bryan Adams 
or Stevie Ray Vaughan ?" 

The answer is clear on 
‘‘Cohn James And The Lit- 
We Big Band, a swinging 
and soulful, brash and bras- 
sy collection of blues and 
nothing but. 

“What I heard about the 
„ , last two records was a lot of 
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talks about the blues a lot, 
but where's the blues?’” 
Janies. 29, said in a tele- 
phone interview from his 
home in Vancouver. “1 kind 
of got sick of that. “ 

For Little Big Band. 
James mined the repertoire 
of his early days in Canada 
as a blues journeyman and 
came up with a dozen jazzy 
jump-blues tunes from the 
late 1940s and early '50s. 

While the songs aren't 
quite obscure, neither are 
they blues standards. The 
album opens with a 
thunderous version of Roy 
Brown’s Cadillac Baby , gets 
snaky with an extended cut 
o f Johnny " Guitar ” Wat- 
son’s Three Hours Past 
Midnight and barrels 
through Cal Valentine's 
Boogie Twist Part 11. 

Besides a funky original 


by James called Satellite, 
the album includes songs by 
Rosco Gordon. Ike Turner 
and Tiny Bradshaw. 

“Some of these guys are 
really forgotten,” James 
said. "Unless you talk to 
somebody who’s hard-core 
blues , they’re generally not 
going to know somebody 
like Rosco Gordon. Muddy 
Waters, Robert Johnson. 
John Lee Hooker, those are 
the names you hear . ” 

The album's a tribute to 
those forgotten bluesmen , 
but also is a bit of a nod to 
James' mentor, the late 
Vaughan. 

Vaughan, who died in a 
helicopter crash in 1990, 
helped James shop his act 
around and bought him 
plane tickets so he could 
play in such U.S. cities as 
Austin and Cleveland. 


James carefully avoids 
putting himself in the role 
of blues-guitar successor to 
Vaughan. 

“ 1 never look at people as 
successors to other people. 
People’s shoes are their 
shoes.” James said. “I 
know what I loved about 
Stevie’s playing, and I’m 
sure Stevie would have en- 
joyed this record-. ” 

James grew up on the 
lonesome prairies of Sas- 
katchewan and starred play- 
ing guitar at 13. Early on. 
he played traditional Celtic 
music (popular among the 
folk crowd in Canada) and 
in his midteens toured the 
prairies with a ragtag band 
called Sod Hut and the Buf- 
falo Chips , a “ silly name for 
a bunch of people with way 
too many bongo players." 
James said. 


He quit school at 16, 
moved to Winnipeg and 
abandoned the Celtic music 
to take up blues. A friend in 
Vancouver introduced him 
to a lot of the songs James 
covers on Little Big Band. 

James performed on 
streets and in subways from 
Vancouver to Montreal. 
Gradually, through con- 
certs across Canada, James 
built up a blues following 
that helped him earn a re- 
cording contract with Virgin 
in Canada. 

His first two albums, 
though ► were mainly pop- 
rock, prompting compari- 
sons to fellow Canadian 
Adams. While talking over 
his next album with produc- 
er Chris Kimsey , Janies 
played a tape of a Big Band 
concert he did eight years 
earlier “in a rented white 


tuxedo tucked into his cow- 
boy boots.” 

Kismey liked the younger 
James' bluesy sound. Two 
weeks later, they were in 
the studio, backed by the 
horn section from roomful 
of blues, ex-Vaughan 
keyboard player Reese 
Wynans and pianist Chuck 
Leavell, who played with 
the Rolling Stones and the 
Allman Brothers. 

They recorded the album 
in a week and a half. James 
normally spends two 
months on an album. 

Three Hours Past Mid- 
night wasn't even on James’ 
playlist until somebody cal- 
led out the title in the 
studio. 

“J said, * ok,‘ Chuck 
Leavell started playing the 
intro, and that was the end 
of it. We all just started 


playing, ** James said. “On a 
song tike Three Hours Past 
Midnight, I could solo on it 
till the cows come home. / 
didn’t even know the one 
we used would be a keeper 
take. I wanted to do the 
guitar solo again, but Chris 
wouldn’t let me. 

“That's what the blues is, 
an expression of the mo- 
ment," James said. 

Released in Canada last 
fall. Little Big Band has 
sold 100,000 copies there. It 
was released in late Febru- 
ary in the United States. 

“We don't have ridicu- 
lously high hopes for the 
album around the -world,” 
said Doug Chappell, presi- 
dent of Virgin in Canada. 
“Medium sales would be 
fine as long as the album 
‘ adds more credibility to 
Colin’s resume.” 


James expects to be at 
work in the studio on his 
fourth album, another rock 
record, this spring. His first 
two albums sold a combined 
430,000 in Canada, about 
four times their U.S. sales. 

He knows his U.S. break- 
through is more likely to 
come from one of his main- 
stream rock albums rather 
than Little Big Band. Yet 
the blues album has kept 
him from getting stamped in 
the popster mold and may 
have opened doors on some 
other nonpop projects. 

“This may allow me to do 
some fringe albums here 
and there, to have some fim 
in between rock albums 
James said. “ Maybe a delta 
album, maybe a Gospel 
one. There’s an enjoyable 
lack of stress in having that 
choice. " 
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* Safe sun * practices 
urged as skin cancers rise 


Asians getting illnesses or me 
affluent as incomes improve r*. 


By Joanne Kenen 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Citing 
new data that shows lethal 
r kin cancers are on the rise , 
skin doctors and U.S. 
health officials have joined 
forces to urge people to 
practice u safe sun ” this 
summer. 

“ Skin cancer is the 
world's most common can- 
cer , • sdtuting an enor - 

me-- public health 
Hr. Howard 
the Boston Uni- 
School of Medicine 
lOh. news conference. 

B- jades advising the use 
■~.f ,ats and sunscreen lo- 
tf rns and avoiding the sum- 
mer sun altogether at peak 
hours, be and other experts 
warned that artificial sun- 
tan devices added to cancer 
risk and made the skin 
wrinkle and age. 

Surveys showed people 


sunbathe less and were in- 
creasingly aware of the 
skin-cancer risks , said Dr. 
Peyton Weary , president of 
the American Academy of 
Dermatology. 

But he said the “ tanning 
parlour junkies” had not 
gotten the message that 
“there is no such thing as 
safe ultraviolet radiation.” 

Koh said new research 
showed there would be a 
milli on or more new cases 
of skin cancer in the United 
States alone this year — up 
from previous estimates of 
about 700,000 a year. 

More than one in six 
Americans will get some 
form of skin cancer in their 
lifetime. Increasing skin 
cancer rates have also been 
reported in Australia and 
elsewhere. 

Of the million cases, at 
least 32,000 will be malig- 
nant melanomas — the 
most lethal form of skin 


cancer, which can be tre- 
ated effectively if detected 
early. 

Basal cell carcinoma , the 
most common form of skin 
cancer, is less deadly but 
can be disfiguring. 

The new cancer rate esti- 
mates, based on research at 
Brown University, will be 
published this month in the 

Journal of the American 
Academy of Dermatology, 
Dr. Koh said. 

The scientists expressed 
concern about the possible 
implications of the deple- 
tion of ozone levels in the 
Earth's upper atmosphere. 
Ozone Biters out ultraviolet 
rays, which are believed to 
be die biggest single cause 
of skin cancer. 

But they declined to draw 
a definite link between thin- 
ning ozone layers and can- 
cer, pending conclusive re- 
search. 


They urged people , espe- 
cially young children, to 
wear protective clothing 
and sunscreen with an SPF 
factor of at least 15 whenev- 
er outside, not just at the 
beach. 

But the doctors said mil- 
lions of people may have 
already damaged their skin, 
perhaps froi n a childhood . 
sunburn. 

“ There's a lag time,” said 
Dr. Stephen Katz, chief of 
the dermatology branch at 
the National Cancer Insti- 
tute, and emphasised the 
need for early detection. 

Fair-skinned people are 
at die highest risk, though 
darker toned skin is not 
immune. People who have 
spent lots of time out of 
doors, particularly when 
they were young, and peo- 
ple who have irregularly 
shaped moles or who have 
changing or new moles, 
should also be checked. 


Report: Tobacco companies knew 
cigarette hazards in 1963 


NEW YORK (AP) — In- 
ternal documents from a 
major tobacco company 
show that executives knew 
in 1963 about the hazards of 
cigarette smoking and de- 
cided against telling the 
Surgeon General . the New 
York Times has reported. 

Executives at Brown and 
Williamson Tobacco Corp . 
chose to remain silent at a 
time when the Surgeon 
General was preparing a 
report saying for the Brst 
time that cigarettes are a 
health hazard, the newspap- 
er said. 

The executives chose to 
keep research results secret ; 
to stop work on a safer 
cigarette and to pursue a 
legal and pubEb relatioiik 
strategy admitting nothing , 
the Times said. 

In more than 100 docu- 
ments. letters and cables 
from the 1960s, the officials 


spoke of the hazards of 
cigarettes and stated plainly 
to one another that nicotine 
is addictive, the newspaper 
said. 

In one document .• the 
Times said, the company's 
general counsel said Brown 
and Williamson's research 
had found that cigarettes 
caused or predisposed peo- 
ple to lung cancer, contri- 
buted to heart disease and 
might cause emphysema. 

The statements contra- 
dict the tobacco industry's 
contention over the last 
three decades that it has not 
been proved that cigarettes 
are harmful or that nicotine 
is addictive. 

Researchers formerly 
with other tobacco com- 
panies and industry experts 
said that the debate within 
Brown and Williamson was 
echoed within each of the 
other major companies, and 


ACROSS 
1 D Urtwviile gui 
S Nwwsgan lung 

9 RounleO 

14 5ac«g<? words 

18 Cho* pari 

19 Hemmgway 

20 Macaw 

21 New York City ■ 

23 Hame&n musician 

25 Certain ovenugtn 
get-iogettw 

27 Com und 
2 BGrf 

29 SmaB turners 

30 Boston tine 

31 June 14. e.g. 

32 Air pollution 

33 Some tea ts 
54 Bring Into 

harmony 

DOWN 

1 Record 

2 CnartM Lamb 

3 Gang or team end 

4 Turf 

5 Narwmc 

6 FaB tuck 
TTanan's Mends 

8 DrsJam 

9 Kind ol computer 

10 'A Ctocfcworh — ” 

11 — CaJitorma 

12 Notable periods 

13 Water turner 

14 Shepherdess 

15 Lamp owner 

16 rowel »wr<r 

17 Japanese 
statesman 

22 Goddess of night 

24 Aucrah 

26 Curving 

29 Ruler- abbr. 

31 Shone sight 


37 Fast-Pooo lavwite 
4J Inclined 

44 Have be*ig 

45 Napier Or ThK*e 

46 Poverty 

47 US mountavi 

■ 49 Getting mellow 
50 Bi»m pan 
5J Sediment 

52 Egyptian goddess 

53 Exact repfcca 

54 Mean Brown ot 
song 

56 Fish -eating Ord 

57 Heroic poetry 

58 Diamond name 

59 Casa rooms 

50 Charlie Brown's 
inend’ 

64 Di's headpiece 


32 Looks lor 

33 Rkhcmous 

34 Preventive 
medicine 7 

35 City on me 
MoseCe 

36 Subway late 

37 Encomium 

» Actor Kan ot TV 

40 Striped animal 

41 Ciphers 

42 — at me Races " 

44 Fabutai 

48 Passes" 
IBrowrungl 

45 Unaided 

53 Sound ol coins? 

54 Recent 

55 Actor Ron 

57 Spectral 

58 Aran niers 

59 F*tiy places 


66 KhUne 
NacfitmuS* " 

67 Bunak) waterfront 

68 Burst 

71 Dance way back 

72 Desolate n 

74 "For a lid 
tang 

75 "Elephant boy" 

76 "— a gnf" 

77 Collect 
7Bkjnoonenw 
80 Lean-to 

82 — Alio 

83 Consumed 

84 Move 
etforttassly 

65 Efficiency rule? 

90 Fur wraps 

91 Foolish old man 


60 Living quarters 

61 "Age o I — " 
(Pane) 

62 Cactus drug 

63 Goiter Palmer 

64 Vary sma* part 

65 Map part 

68 Vatican word 

89 Overweight 

70 Flat -bottomed 
boats 

71 Speech 
mannerism 

72 Sting 

73 Ankle bones 

74 Si one Irapnm 

75 Maine fish 

77 Arrange side by 
side 

79 Monsters at the 
deep 

81 Ten times as 
great 


92 Indgo shrub 

93 Every — and 
cranny 

94 Eve spins 

97 Sharp mountain 

99 Nag 

100 Move quickly 
103 Flowery writing 
105 PopUar sugar, 
once 

107 Overdone 

108 Petal perfume 
IWJsl — 

110 — about 

111 Pung 

112 Pine 

113 Cleo's 
waterway 

114 Phoenician city 


86 Turned over end 
over 

87 Kmd c4 uriad 

88 Advanced 
student 

89 HuntM Mower 

90 Quick raid 

93 Bum-retned 

94 Some docs 

95 Hude dweUngs 

96 Nuncupative 

97 Funny Johnson 

98 Tribieiai ot 
prelates 

99 City In 
Coiombfa 

100 Bizarre 

101 Frankenstam's 
sidekick 

102 Jacquea' father 

104 Salary 

105 Crmctto sharply 

106 Utanei 


Diagramless SI x 21, By Roger Cobarn 


ACROSS 
1 Caspian and 
Ligurian 
S Lights 
7 Study hard 

11 LAa a circular 
path 

14 Guru's Jorte 

15 Example 

18 Party for men 
onty 

17 Humortei 
Bombeck 

ifl Considers 


DOWN 

1 Gin source 

2 Tombnone sheriff 

3 Both, pref- 

4 Maficot® Ml writ 

6 Violent weather 

7 Wen 

B Author Ph*p 
gTouofbng 
10 Baron 

12 State 

13 Shakespearean 
fgng 

19 Sue of 8 patella 


21 Swamp 

25 Darting dog 

26 Extinct bro 

27 Machine gun 

28 Ness or 
Lomond 

32 Brook 

33 — off flrate) 

34 Toast spread 

35 Egg don 
37 Pours 

40 Was an omen of 

41 Free end dear 


20 Desert sight 

22 — a minute 
frapkflyj 

23 Fixed a Shoe 

24 Seasoning 

2B Crazy 

29 Norwegian 
dng 

30 Pennies 

31 One easiy 
angered 

32 Cerise and 
crimson 


44 "A Bed tor — " 

46 TranquIHzes 

47 Rouse 
43 Exchange 

premium 

49 Give up 

53 Barrets lor 
Squids 

54 printing direction 

55 — Major 

56 Miw extract 

57 in a highly excited 
state 


35 Orchestra 
member 

36 "The —"fTV cap 
show} 

38 Short jacket 

39 Grass type 

41 Sturdy trees 

42 Moan s tan 

43 Indian 

44 Knowing 

45 Dried treh 
47 Shaiford'S 

nver 


56 Certain 

nomestaader 
62 Frenkfci — 
Roosevelt 
65 WWil alliance 
67ThtekB 

68 Aleohokc drink 

72 Carry 

73 Certain 
actress 

74 Selves 

75 Dance music 

76 Touches tenderty 


50 Compel 

51 Set apart 

52 phfipptne native 
59&HS 

60 Leave 

61 Moreno and 


Hayworth 
63 Derense acronym 
BA Some bte 
66 Beit 

89 A Fitzgerald 

70 Take ft easy 

71 Train Stops: abfar 


that some of the documents 
and arguments within that 
company were shared with 
executives of other com- 
panies through the Tobacco 
Industry Research Commit- 
tee and later the Council on 
Tobacco Research, the 
newspaper said. 

In recent months, the 
Food and Drug A dministra- 
tion (FDA) sard for the Brst 
time that it would consider 
regulating cigarettes. To 
establish control, the FDA 
must show that nicotine is 
addictive and that tobacco 
companies intentionally ex- 
ercise control over the 
amount of nicotine in 
cigarettes. • • 

Officials at- Brown and 
Williamson, which ' makes 
Kool, Viceroy and other 
brands, refused to com- 
ment, the Times reported. 
The companies did send a 
letter to the newspaper 
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PEASE PORRIDGE 
By Joan D. Berbrich 
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Last Week’s Cryptograms 

1 . Old Meat To rad a sentence with a prepoeitkux ban error up with wUcfal 
will not put 

2. Herding her guru, slim ballerina caused a big to-do when she set aside her 
’ eerise tutu lo doo a while muomua. 

3. Bowling is good for trembled kids. It keeps them o/T the streets sad pots 
them sway in the alleys. 

4. Doctors should now place more emphasis on “wail” reduction. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. CJHKA EJHLBI NIIDVKA K IQ SJHNI 
KJKYPVKVKA TJUI YSPK JKI ZPYSUJJT 
IKRN BL ZC ZHCVKA JBR NSPED QVYS YQJ 


JHYSJHNIN. 


— By Earl Ireland 


2. N T X M RTPLGT UAOPTRUP LK THRlKOX DM 
MTU YEKROG UZ ZTLNIPO EU APTBELBO 


•DOPEY HUGEPUN.’ 


— By Ed Hnddleson 


3. KEPHUEPHSZ XV UVXPH8ZK YPBSZT EVP E 
UXYH LSFY.ZE NEPBT DOS BVEPB YL 
PYYZFXVEDXVA OXT PNYDOXVA. 

— By Duane H. McGofey 

4. BRM DRUG: HAPPY FROLIC: YPIYCP 

FROLCP: LIGA FPG D C P P U P M. —By Frank N. Stain 
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SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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By Cecil Morelia 

Agence France Presse 

MANILA — Increasing 
numbers of Asians are 
dying of diseases related to 
the affluent as diets and 
eating habits change with 
the region's rapid economic 
growth, according to die 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). 

Rising incomes, higher 
leveb of education and bet- 
ter access to medicai treat- 
ment have helped push life 
expectancy in the region to 
a median of above 60, says 
Hang Sang Tae, WHO re- 
gional director for the Wes- 
tern Pacific. 

But he said the region's 
economic growth meant 
that high sugar and salt 
“fast foods” were replacing 
traditional and healthier 
fish and vegetable-based 
diets, leading to problems 
such as tooth decay and 
diabetes. 

Dr. Han said that while 


Asia ’s poorer countries con- 
tinued to tight diseases such 
as malaria and tuberculosis , 
“lifestyle-related diseases” 
— high blood pressure, di- 
abetes and obesity — bad 
increased in the region's 
booming economies. 

The WHO blames the 
shift from traditional diets 

to refined and sugar-rich 
meals for the fact that 90 
per cent of all adults in the 
region — encompassing 
East Asia , Australia, New 
Zealand, and the South 
Pacific — suffer from tooth 
decay. 

Recent WHO studies 
show that the incidence of 
obesity in the region has 
been increasing in all coun- 
tries. Some 41 per cent of 
Australian men and 23 per 
cent of Australian women 
were found to the grossly 
overweight 

In Singapore, the number 
of diabetes cases has been 
climbing, and in Vietnam, a 


new convert to the market 
economy , deaths from 
cardio- vascular complica- 
tions have been on the rise. 

But the WHO has stres- 
sed that not all “ lifestyle 
diseases ” were caused by 
improving economic for- 
tunes. One study showed 
that obesity , while “becom- 
ing a problem ■ in the 
affluent young of other 
countries,” was “most pre- 
valent in the island states of 
the PadBc " due to tradi- 
tional diets. 

The study also showed 
that changing diets had be - 
neBtted some rural popula- 
tions. It cited the case of 
China . where low-protein 
and micron u trien t-detiden t 
diets were being replaced 
by healthier eating habits. 

Dr. Han said economic 
prosperity had also in- 
creased access to cigarettes 

— often marketed as a so- 
cial emancipator for women 

— across the Asia-Pacific 
region. 


“Of course, they 
smoke. In Japan, 
pore, ail these young gkfa# 
they think cigarette ptdGffg 
is a kind of fashion”' ZMW 
Han said. ' ■ • ■'«#* 

In China alonei tfe 
WHO estimates some, teas 
million people will die df 
lung cancer and related 
eases by 2025. It safdjlcatBfl 
attributable to heartxtiscaSSF 
in China bad triplpd i^ 
214.3 per 106,000 
over the past three decades. 

Dr. Han also said that* 
alcohol was now moreiav , ajfel 
able, contributing tpjxob- 
lems such as dnmkeTr drft- 
ing. • • 

Asians “can affordrtohu^; 
beer so they take mdre, ”J»» 
said. ” v 

He cited the case' eE 
South Korea,/ w)ie%& 
alcohol-related traffic acc^t 
dents daim almost 40 peK/ 
pie per .100,000 anhual^g 
one of the worid’s warsfo 
road safety records; . A 


saying the documents were 
“ stolen by a former em- 
ployee of a law firm doing 
work for Brown and Wil- 
liamson. ” 

The company also said 
the documents should not 
be disclosed because some 
of them may be subject to 
attorney-client privilege 
and may be covered by an 
injunction forbidding their 
release. 

The injunction was issued 
by Judge Thomas B. Wise 
of Jefferson Circuit in 
Louisville, Ky..He is presid- 
ing over a case in which 
Brown and Williamson is 
suing a man named Merrelf 
Williams, who they say 
stole documents Bom the 
company . ' 

A lawyer for the Tunes, 
Adam Liptak, said be did 
not believe that the injunc- 
tion applied to the news- 
paper. 


Cystic fibrosis drug shows promts 
in treating chronic bronchitis- | 


By Sandra Skowron 

The Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — A genet?- 
cally engineered drug used 
to treat cystic Bbmsis also 
has shown promise in re- 
ducing deaths from chrome 
bronchitis, according to a 
recent preliminary study. 

The study, funded by the 
maker of the drug, involved 
244 patients hospitalised 
with chronic bronchitis , an 
inflamm ation of the bron- 
chial tubes that afflicts 
roughly 12.5 million Amer- 
icans. About 600,000. cases 
annually are serious enduf/h 
to require hospitalisation. 

A group of 123 patients 
treated with the drugDnase 


in 19 hospitals nationwide 
suffered 61 per cent fewer 
deaths than 121 patients 
who did not rerieve the drug , 
said Dr. Antonio Anzueto, 
an assistant professor of 
medicine at the University 
of Texas Health Science 
Centre in San Antonio. 

V It is very well tolerated, 
no major side effects. None 
of the patients had to be 
stopped (from treatment) 
because of side effects,’' 
Prof. Anzueto said. 

Patients receiving Dnase 
required fewer trips back to 
the hospital f — 26 per cent 
compared Wifh 4T per cent/ 
in 'the^ cbnrrol group/ - 
according to findings pre- 
sented to the annual clinical 
research meeting of the 


American Federation for 
Clinical Research , the 
American Society for Cli- 
nical Investigation and the 
Association of American 
Physicians meeting in Balti- ". 
more. 

“It is extremely interest- 
ing data that needs to be 
confirmed. If it is shown to 
be this effective (in a.larger 
test group), it would be a 
major advance,” said Dr. 
Barry Make, professor of 
medicine at the University _ 
of Colorado School of 
Medicine, who was not in- 
volved in the test. 

The study was Bnandetbb 
by Dnase^s manufacturetipi 
San Francisco- based* 
Genentech. The U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 




approved Dnase, ' Consiatiig& 
of an enzyme normally pro- 
duced in the human 
cress and sahvwy glands, iw^ 
1993 to break up lung secr^ 
tions in sufferers of cvsb<*v 
fibrosis, the inherited : lungif 
disease. . ■•u: oca 

Of the 121 patientp wS** 
did not receive the dfbgL&jh 
died , compared wa&B *2*r 
deaths in the Dnase gtotmn. 
Fifteen per cent ^of - me 
Dnase group suffered" tw*** 
lapses, -compared with 2T~ 
per cent of the centifti[ 
group. ' ** 

Genenlpch.is pkuutmgdn 
international study fftJt 
would involve 3 f OOO p5^ 
dents, spokesman 
Fuchs said. 




Peru, major source of coca 
faces addiction problem \ 


tan 


By Alex Emery 

The Associated Press 

LIMA — Yoni sucked some 
white powder into a 
cigarette, lit up and blew 
clouds of pungent smoke 
around his dark, foul-smell- 
ing hovel. 

He is in his mid-30s, but 
his gaunt, unshaven fea- 
tures make him look 10 
years older, testimony to 
years of drug addiction. His 
shirt and trousers are rag- 
ged, his bare feet covered 
with sores. 

“It makes you feel pain. I 
want to give it up. But I 
have an account to settle 
before leaving this place,” 
Yoni said, showing recent 
knife wounds on his chest 
and left arm. 

Maybe he meant to take 
revenge on bis attacker. 
Maybe it was just an excuse 
to stay in Rio Seco, a cluster 
of shacks that is one of 
many drug dens in Lima. 

Yoni belongs to the grow- 
ing ranks of drug addicts in 
Peru , a leading producer of 
coca leaf, the raw material 
for cocaine. Peru has been 
economically hooked on the 
$1 biilion-a-year trade for 
years, but addiction to the 
drug itself is relatively new. 

Prolonged recession, 
widespread poverty and dis- 
crimination against Indians 
drive many Peruvians to 
drugs, said Maritza Rojas , 
head of the private centre of 
Information and Education 
for the Prevention of Drug 
Abuse . 

“The crisis generates a lot 
of stress, and that's leading 
mote and more people to 
look for a way out in 
drugs,” Ms. Rojas said. 

“ But we just don't have the 
infrastructure to tight addic- 
tion adequately 

Her centre, financed by 
the U.S . Agency for Inter- 
national Development, 
deals with addiction to a 


wide range of drugs. Bom 
marijuana and cocaine to 
industrial chemicals and 
medicines. 

By far the most addictive 
is “pasta basics de cocaina ” 
or PBC, the semireBned 
compound Yoni was 
smoking. 

According to a study by 
the centre , nearly 40 per 
cent of 2,000 Peruvian 
males surveyed had tried 
PBC. which resembles 
crack . and one-third were 
aged 15 to 18. 

Increasing addiction and 
an attendant rise in street 
crime have begun to alarm 
Peruvians. 

Newspapers and radio 
stations run anti-drug cam- 
paigns. Television news 
' programmes show drugged 
shoolchildren Fighting in 
playgrounds. 

Still, little is being done 
to alter the trend. 

One recent day, at the 
private Villa San Juan 
Bautista Rehabilitation 
Centre on Lima's eastern 
outskirts, two dozen re- 
covering addicts sweated 
their way through squats 
and push-ups. ^ 

Augusto Egoavil, a for- 
mer addict who runs the 
centre, said hundreds of 
families were begging him 
to admit their children. 

‘ Td love to open our 
doors to everybody, but 
without any help from the 
state, we just can ’t afford to 
take in any more, ” he said. 

The histories of addicts at 
the centre are similar: As 
kids . they smoked mari- 
juana with Friends, then 
looked for stronger sensa- 
tions in PBC, which dimi- 
nishes the appetite, takes 
away all notion of time, and 
eventually impairs speech 
and brain functions. 

‘7 was worse than gar- 
bage,” said Henry, who 
would not give his last 
name. “The pasta made me 


steal Bom my family , my 
neighbours. It drove me 
crazy.” 

He pulled off his shirt to 
reveal a ladder of purple 
scars on both arms from 
self-inflicted razor blade 
cuts. 

PBC is easily obtainable, 
and relatively cheap — the. 
equivalent of 45 cents for a 
“quete” or PBC cigarette, 
enough fora brief high. But 
many addicts smoke dozens 
of the cigarettes a day, forc- 
ing the men to steal and 
women to become prosti- 
tutes in order to support 
their habits. 

As the coca industry 
booms, studies show a de- 
cline in cocaine consump- 


tion among the' U.S. middRf> 
class. That decline lead (6P 
overproduction , driving* 
prices down and causim£ 
traffickers to dump cocaing%, 
on the local market, sagga 
Ricardo Yoberon of -thm 
Andean Jurists Commisiq 
sion , a private think tm& 

Meanwhile , under &£ 
bridge in an area of LinOKi 
called Amazonas, thretsn 
Blthy human wrecks sat cffiB* 
a pile of garbage Smoking 
pasta, eyes staring wildly ‘affi 
nothing. '■ ■ 

“They're too far gone 
even try rehab, ” 'sald‘)£gS& 
aril, who used to smo&&*. 
with them. “ They're just 11 * 
waiting to die.”, 


ANSWERS ; 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Eight. ' ■ * 

2. Hard black. ' . . 

3. The letter “e”. - ■ 

4. Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo , and wofer 

5. A pocket handkerchief. « » . -v . ... 

6. Spain. 4 ' <'( * 

7. Charles Dickens. ‘ t . . : 

8. The Roman orator and statesman, Cicero. 

puzzles ; 

(A) On the seventh day the Bog will slip back to Seven 
metres. So on the eighth day it will just reach the 
top with a 3-metre jump. 


(B) 1. Spear. 

2. Swank. 

3. Steam. 

4. Pearl. 

5. Scare. 

6. Brunt 

7. Elope. 

8. Stink. 

9. Tripe. 

10. Scope. 
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.•rdan, PLO agree on mechanisms for accord 


*■« 9H»l) 


*Jb details of tile mechas- 
*“■* Jordan and the PLO 
*‘ B yeed upon are expected 
e formalised n» « doamaeot 
'* “ 1# “Sped today by die two 
» ?t after conaifatiom with 
VJJ9*??* WC lodesiapa. 

‘”^^«^he3rpectedvobe 
■"■ w»Tby a press conference 
;■' « a jam statement win be 
officiate said. 

- r v« further details were im- 
’ iSatrfy available. 

• teiesdons were raised on the 
•"■ Of the Ian. 7 accord after 
: <el and the FLO signed their 
/'sement in Paris, detailing a 
of specific measures and 
" *oos which appeared to nar- 


row down the FLO’S opdow in 
dealing with Jordan in various 
spheres. 

At the same time, the Fans 
accord also gave the Palesti- 
nians some symbols of state- 
hood daring the five-year in- 
terim Palestinian role envis- 
aged in the occupied territories 
under the Sept. 13 Israd-PLO 
agreement. 

Those symbols, highly cher- 
ished by the Palestinians after 
27 years of occupation, had not 
appeared in the cards when 
Jordan and the FLO signed 
their economic agreement in 
January. And hence the ques- 
tions over its implementation 
and the PLO's intentions. 

Dr. Aiuuri said the PLO side 
k had responded in a “high spirit 


of cooperation and under- 
standing" to tb£ points raised 
by the Jordanian side. 

"It was not enough to agree 
on the basic principles,” Dr. 
Anani said. "It was necessary 
that we work out practical 
steps on the ground so that 
* technical experts and special- 
ists could start work on im- 
plementing the agreement." 

Describing Jordanian- 
Palestinian interests as interre- 
lated. Dr. Anani said things 
bad to be ‘'organised in a 
detailed way so that people 
and the business sector could 
take advantage of the chances 
available on the ground in view 
of what is going on in the 
Palestinian ground. " 


rael: Handover on May 18 Scuds kill 25 
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. <ty of the Gaza Strip ... and 
’’.cho will be in the hands of 

• *' Palestinians and the actual 
*'■% of the ag re em ent be- 
-A Mr. Sxridsatd. 

agreement, signed in 
i :to by Mr. Rabin mid PLO 
-..Harman Yasser Arafat hat 
T~>k. provides for Israeli 
->ps to remain in cer tain 

■ '*» to guard Israefi settle- 

US. 

. i parliamentary vote is not 
i ; aired by law, but it is cua- 

■ wry for such an important 
lemem. Abo, one source 

> .1 the vote will Ekety strong- 
er * Mr. Rabin’s political h»ml 
/ is approved by more than 
. >own narrow majority. 

. ikud leader Benjamin 

• anyahu warned legislates 

the accord undermined 
' efi security, and he ques- 
ted its credibility. 

■ ■ Hie prime minister made 
--ir in bis speech that 

id’s) security stems from 
belief in Arafat’s prom- 
_ Mr. Netanyahu said. “I 
A ; who believes tins man in 
world? ... every sane per- 

— knows be can not be 
zrjed." 

tr. Rabin told parliament 
,r the self-rule deal was the 

— pomade to ensure Israel's 
nty needs. 

**o accord is perfect, but 
ridering the rinannstances 


we have gained the best possi- 
ble accord for our security,” he 
told parliament. 

Mr. Rabin stud it was "a 
good accord both for Israel as 
. well as the Palestinians" which 
had "i good chance of suc- 
ceeding,* adding there were 
no hidden douses. 

Mr. Rabin also told parlia- 
ment that 400 Palestinian pris- 
oners had refused to give a 
written pledge not to use vio- 
lence against Israelis and to 
back the self-rule deal. He said 
they had been kept in Israeli 

jflite 

More than 1,000 prisoners 
were released last week as pan 
of a deal with the PLO on the 
10,000 Palestinians held by 
Israel. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas, said 
Wednesday it had ordered its 
members imprisoned in Israel 
or the occupied territories not 
to sign any pledges to refrain 
from armed struggle. 

“Our movement has taken a 
decision that its prisoners will 
not respond to an Israeli condi- 
tion that their release is linked 
to the signing of an undertak- 
ing not to cany out any “ter- 
rorist" acts but to support the 
capitulatory Gaza-Jcricbo 
accord,*’ Hamas spokesman 
Ibrahim Ghosbeh said in a 
statement released in Damas- 
cus. 


(Continued from page 1) 

President Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan At Nahayan on the 
latest developments in Yemen. 

He said Aden welcomed an 
UAE offer to resume media- 
tion. 

Jordan, Oman, Egypt and 
the UAE, tried to broker a 
settlement to end Yemen’s 
protracted political crisis be- 
fore it erupted into an alt-oui 
civil war last week. 

The Organisation of the Isla- 
mic Organisation (OIC) said it 
would send mediation mission 
to Yemen to urge the country's 
leaders to end the fighting. 

Meanwhile, the exiled for- 
mer president of South Ye- 
men, All Nasser Mohammad, 
said he had met a northern 
envoy in Damascus Monday 
ami urged both sides to “return 
to dialogue, the only way out 
of the crisis." 

Mr. Nasser Mohammad was 
ousted from Aden in a bloody 
power straggle in 1986. 

Radio stations in the rival 
strongholds broadcast conflict- 
ing chums and accusations of 
brutality. 

Sanaa Radio said northern 
troops has shot down three 
southern warplanes and 
claimed southern forces shell- 
ing a hospital in A1 Rahidad, 
just north of the old south- 
north border and 75 kilometres 
northwest of Aden. 


uO reformists gainstrength ahead of self-rule 


rnUnrii from page V 
mho. 

3DA officials, however, 
d that Mr. Abd Rabbo was 
dy to take part in fee 
iestinian authority pip- 
ed Mr. Arafat accepted 
iriy defined terms and 
nocratic basis for the func- 
as of the authority. 
Uconfing to FIDA, the 
in iiranefeate task is to 
rk on freeing the Paksti- 
a authority from the coo- 
Bnis imposed on it by the 
cement. According to the 
cement, die Palestinian 
hority cannot take major 
minor decisions without 
approval of the Israeli 
i through a maze of joint 
anittees and sabootnmit- 
> that will oversee its im- 
nentatioa. 

ome argue feat it is 
ady too .late to try to alter 
role of fee Palestinian 
hority that has been li- 
ed by the terms of che 
retuenL 

he Palestine People’s Par- 
(PPP), which m a i n t a i n s 
J a view, has already ra- 
iled Mr. Arafat that it was 
i participating in the 
sstixtian authority accord- 
to the conditions outlined 
the Israeli-PaJestinian 
— t- 

... ,ut it seems that Mr. Ara- 
y. ,has und er e stim ated early 
of defiance fay com- 
• . ‘dy ignoring last-minute 
..cals to him not to sign fee 
' .cement as soon as the 


details became known to his 
colleagues and PLO leaders 
in the occupied territories. 

Both Faisal {{nsMini, 
Fateh's leader in the West 
Bank, and Dr. Saeb Erekat, 
bead of the Palestinian de- 
legation to the Washington 
bilateral talks, had urged Mr. 
Arafat not to sign fee pact 
and try to renegotiate some 
of its terms. 

In a lengthy memo to the 
PLO chairman. Dr. Erekat 
wrote feat the pact aimed “at 
perpetuating, instead of en- 
ding, the occupation.” 

Mr. Arafat was not able to 
secure foll-fledged support 
for the accord by his own 
PLO Executive Committee 
or the Fateh Central Com- 
mittee. At a meeting in Tunis 
cm May, Mr. Arafat was said 
to have not even sought the 
approval of his colleagues as 
the issue was presented as a 
fait accompli. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Mohammad Zuhdi 
Nashashibi was particularly 
outraged by the terms of the 
economic agreement signed 
m Paris on April 29. 

In an internal memo to the 
PLO Executive Committee, 
made available to the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Nashashibi said 
that fee Paris pact allowed 
Israel total control over the 
Palestinian economy through 
-the joint Palestinian-Israeli 
economic committee. In Mr. 
Nasaashibi's view, by allow- 
ing Israel to share, if not to 
control, economic dedrion- 
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THE ITALIAN LANGUAGE CENTRE 

ANNOUNCES THE STARTING OF 

* Arabic courses for foreigners on 
15 / 5/1994 to be held twice a week. 
Sunday and Tuesday from 4-6 p.m. 
for a period of a month and a half. 

* Italian course for beginners on 
15/5/1994 every Tuesday. Thursday 
and Sunday, from 6 - 8 p.m. for 2 

. months and a half. 


Language Centra, Shmeisani, near 
Birds 1 Garden. 

Tel: 669348 


making, fee pact will obstruct 
fee bmkfing of a Palestinian 
national economy. 

Mr. Nashashibi is said to 
have declined membenbip in 
fee Palestinian authority. 

A senior Fateh Central 
Committee member, Ham A1 
Hassan, believes that the 
* Paris economic accord is the 
most dangerous part of the 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Hassan, and his 
brother, Khaled, who is cur- 
rently under medical treat- 
ment at the Farah centre of 
the A1 Hussein Medical City, 
are both against fee accord 
and refuse to move to Jericho 
and Gaza under its terms. 

So far Mr. Arafat has 
failed in talking any of the 
cofounders of his Fateh 
movement to join the author- 
ity, as bead of the PLO Poli- 
tical Department Farouk 
Kaddoumi has already re- 
fused to be part of the new 
authority. 

The only exception coukl 
be Intissar A! Wazir, widow 
of PLO military leader Khalil 
A1 Wazir, Abu Jihad, who 
has reluctantly accepted her 
appointment to the authority. 

But if most PLO leaders 
are mainly reacting to being 
excluded from the negotia- 
tions process, resulting hi an 
agreement they were not par- 
ty to, Mr. Arafat is not hav- 
ing an easier time wife two of 
his closest partners that con- 
tinued wife the deal all the 
way through fee signing, 
FLO Executive Committee 
.members Mahmoud Abbass 
and economic chief Ahmad 
Qouriea. 

Both are said to have de- 
clined invitations to join the 
Palestinian authority citing 
differences wife Mr. Arafat 
over fee handling of the 
Palestine Economic Council 
for Development and Recon- 
struction (PECDAR). 

Analysts and PLO offi- 
cials, however, believe that 
Mr. Arafat will eventually 
succeed in fonning a Palesti- 
nian authority. But they say 
fee body will not be a strong 
one if be failed to recruit 
credible names wife broad 
following in the occupied ter- 
ritories, especially after los- 
ing the support of important 
leaders like the estranged 
chief Palestinian negotiator 
Haidar Abdul Shafi. 

But many, including oppo- 
nents of the peace pact, now 
argue that fee only way to 
contain fee damage and to 
open fee way for fee emerg- 
ence of strong nationalist 
leaden is to ensure that free 
elections will be held after 
the setting up of the Palesti- 
nian autonomy. 
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UNLEASHING THE WINDS OF CHANGE: Thousands of Albanians take part in demon- strations in 1991 before toppling the Communist 
government that isolated the nation from fee rest of the world (File photo) 

U.S. courts Albania and some of its neighbours 


“Five decades of Sta- 
linist nightmare left 
Albania’s 3 million 
people struggling to 


overcome isolation, 
neglect and a degree of 
poverty unmatched in 
Europe. During most 


of that period, their 
xenophobic leaders 
made the United States 
the chief enemy." 


By George Jahn 

The Associated Press 

GJADER, Albania — To 
peasants working the fields 
near Gjader air base, the 
sleek, silent U.S. drone air- 
craft spying on Serbia and 
.Bosnia could have been from 
outer space. 

“They had white, cylindric- 
al bodies, long wings and 
long, downward-pointing tail 
fins," Peilumb Eleshi said, 
wife awe in his voice. “They 
flew north, toward Serbia, 
but oh, so silently we never 
saw anything like them." 

What might, sound like a 
myth told by villagers rooted 
in fee 19th century is fact. 
U.S. and Albanian sources 
confirm that the Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) 
used Gjader for nearly two 
months this year to fly un- 
manned spy missions over 
Serbia and Bosnia. U.S. 
planes under NATO com- 
mand have struck three times 
this year at Bosnian Serb 
targets. 

Five decades of Stalinist 
nightmare left Albania's 3 
million people struggling to 
overcome isolation, neglect 
and a degree of poverty un- 
matched in Europe. During 
most of feat period, their 
xenophobic leaders made the 
United States the chief 
enemy. 

Now, this mountainous na- 
tion of decaying cities hapha- 
zardly connected by crumb- 
ling roads is being kissed 
awake by the world’s most 
powerful suitor. The Bosnian 
war and longer-term strategic 
interests are leading 
Washington to court Albania 
and some of its neighbours. 

Normally, Gjader is a quiet 
spot. Shoeless peasants ride 


horses bareback over parts of 
the weed-infested airstrip 
ride horses bareback over 
parts of the weed-infested 
airstrip north of Tirana, shar- 
ing it wife fee occasional 
MiG-21. The 1958-vintage 
Soviet fighters, mainstay of 
the Albanian air force, rarely 
fly because there is little 
money for training or spare 
parts. 

In February, the place 
livened up with the arrival of 
a “big plane," Mr. Eleshi 
said. It unloaded drones and 
fee recon naisance flights 
soon began. They ended just 
as suddenly in April, with the 
appearance of a second “big 
plane" feat took die drones 
away. 

Sources confirmed that the 
aircraft were GNAT-750 
Drones feat collected data on 
ground activity wife electro- 
optical sensors. The CIA 
would not comment on fee 
reports of reconnaissance 
flights. 

Publications dealing with 
the latest in U.S. aviation say 
fee drones are built of com- 
posite materials that make 
them virtually radar-proof 
despite a wingspan of more 
than 10.8 metres. All of for- 
mer Yugoslavia was well 
within their 800- km range. 

Important as the mission 
was, Albania could become 
even more viral to 
Washington. 

Russia and the United 
States are coordinating policy 
in former Yugoslavia, with 
the Russians working on their 
Slavic kin, fee Serbs. But 
possible Russian expansion- 
ism is a k>Dg-term worry. 

Bob Norman, the U.S. di- 
plomatic representative in 
neighbouring Macedonia, 
spoke to the Associated Press 


of hopes for an “east-west 
corridor" across the southern 
Balkans linking Turkey and 
Bulgaria to Albania, with 
outlets on the Adriatic. 

In the long term, that could 
lessen the region's depend- 
ence on ports in Greece, 
where rising nationalism and 
pro-Serb sympathies have led 
to worsening relations with 
some neighbours. 

Such plans presuppose 
political influence. They also 
require time and money. 

On fee mountain highway 
that snakes northeast from 
Tirana toward fee Serbian 
border, a white- knuckled 
drive of 200 kms takes more 
than eight hours over rem- 
nants of pavement originally 
laid by Communist youth bri- 
gades in 1947. Railroads and 
fee telephone system are in 
□o better shape, and no 
Albanian port can take a 
container ship. 

Washington is interested 
all fee same, although the 
Pentagon denies immediate 
plans to create a military base 
in Albania. One diplomat 
said be knew of U.S. plans 
for a $120 million rail project 
to link Macedonia and Bul- 
garia. 

Interior Minister Ljubomir 
Frchkovski of Macedonia 
spoke of “significant" Amer- 
ican presence in his country, 
beyond fee more than 500 
U.S. soldiers on U.N. duty as 
a signal to Serbia to stay out. 

Hinting at U.S. intelli- 


gence activities, he said: “I'm 
sure you'll understand if I 
don't go into details." 

In Albania, obvious signs 
include American village. 11 
duplexes built two months 
ago in an eastern Tirana sub- 
urb free of the capital's other- 
wise endemic garbage and 
squalor. 

The houses, fenced off and 
under guard, have a look of 
permanence. Spiro Martopu- 
lo, chief engineer on fee pro- 
ject, said nine more were 
planned, which “tells me 
more Americans are coming 
here.” 

High-ranking American 
visitors in the past six months 
have included Gen. John 
Shalikashvili, now U.S. chief 
of staff, and his successor as 
supreme commander of 
NATO, Gen. George 
Jouhvan. 

Although the U.S. military 
team advising the Albanians 
consists of only three men. 
people in U.S. military uni- 
forms are a common sight at 
sidewalk cafes in American 
village. 

As Mr. Eleshi, tbe 
peasant, was telling of the spy 
flights, a helicopter brought 
the latest important U.S. 
guest, Gen. Robert C. Oaks, 
chief of Che U.S. air force in 
Europe. 

U.S. Ambassador William 
Ryerson often sits in on 
Albanian government meet- 
ings and is frequently in fee 
welcoming party for foreign 


gulfMnews 

The Gulfs News Leader 

A1 Nisr Publishing, fee publisher or Gulf News, fee most 
widely, read English-language daily newspaper in fee 
United Arab Emirates, is looking for fee following person 
for its Editorial Department. 

ARABIC REPORTER 

(Edit. Ref: 051) 

The ideal candidate will be a qualified journalist preferably 
with daily newspaper experience of three to five years and 
should be able to tackle wide range of assignments. 

Candidate should have a high proficiency in written and 
spoken English and should possess a good news sense. 

The selected candidate can look forward to a competitive 
remuneration package and other benefits. 

Application bearing the above reference number, accompanied 
by a detailed C.V.. portfolio of published work, a passport 
photocopy, colour passport-size photo and the names of two 
senior journalists willing to act as referees, should reach the 
below address within seven days. 

The Personnel and Administration Manager 
A! Nisr Publishing 
P.O. Box 6519 Dubai UAE. 

— AL NISR PUBLISHING — 
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With either destination, we offer the roomy comfort of our modem fleet and 
our super Business Class service - not to mention our traditional, warm 
Turkish hospitality that makes every trip on Turkish Airlines a rlacdf i 


(19/06-28/08)1 Departure Arrival 
SUN DAY | 0 S : l 5 0 7 : 1 0 


j Departure Arrival 

Monday. Friday! 06:00 08:4-5 

Amman Office: Jabal Amman. Third Circle, 

Al Riyadh Center. 8th Floor. Tel: (6) 6591 02/65911 2. 



guests. 

In the volatile Balkans, 
Albanians are mindful they 
need such strong friends. 

Human rights organisa- 
tions have accused Serbia of 
persecuting nearly 2 million 
ethnic Albanians under its 
rale in Kosovo Province. To 
fee east of Albania is Mace- 
donia, wife its own large, 
increasingly radicalised Alba- 
nian minority. There are 
ethnic, territorial and border 
disputes with Greece to the 
south. 

Uprisings of ethnic Alba- 
nians in Kosovo and Macedo- 
nia could set off a new Bal- 
kan war, and the Americans 
are urging tbe government to 
encourage moderation on 
their cross-border brethren. 
This angers those who agitate 
for the annexation of Kosovo 
and western Macedonia into 
a “greater Albania” of 7 mil- 
lion people. 

“As an Albanian, I cannot 
be pleased if they want to 
lessen Balkan tensions 
through interference,” Abdi 
Baleta, a prominent national- 
ist, said of fee U.S. influence. 

Most Albanians seem to 
welcome the Americans as 
insulation from a hostile Bal- 
kan environment. 

Even Luan Hajdaraga, 
whose Socialist Party was 
formed from the remnants of 
fee old Stalinist regime, says 
Albania needs the CIA to 
help rebuild its intelligence 
apparatus. 
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African bank jamboree soured by funding row 


NAIROBI (R) — The Annual 
meeting of the African De- 
velopment Bank (AFDB) 
opened under a doud Wednes- 
day after bank officials and 
rich Western states failed to 
agree on new aid for the conti- 
nent’s poorest countries. 

The donors are refusing to 
replenish the bank's soft loan 
arm, the African Development 
Fund, until the African coun- 
tries that control two-third of 
the bank's voting rights agree 
to a radical overhaul of how 
the bank operates. 

• AFDB President Babacar 
Ndiaye told the meeting in his 
opening speech that the discus- 
sions over the fund had been 
“engaging and productive.” 

That belied five days of fruit- 
less talks here so far this week, 
including a meeting that went 
on until 0300 local time 
Wednesday morning, and offi- 


cials in both camps are pessi- 
mistic about the chances of a 
successful conclusion in Nairo- 
bi. 

Sources said the donor coun- 
tries had tabled a resolution 
calling for specific reforms to 
be implemented according to a 
fixed timetable, and would 
only agree to the replenish- 
ment of the fond if the annual 
meeting passed the resolution. 

One African official called 
this “typical Western arro- 
gance." 

“It's like a doctor saying to 
his patient, I want you to re- 
cover quickly, but then goes on 
to deny the patient the neces- 
sary drugs to heal the ail- 
ment,'’ he said. 

One European delegate said 
his country’s delegates were 
making tentative plans to stay 
on this weekend, after the 
three-day annual meeting 


ends, to continue the fond 
talks. 

Even then, the AFDB, 
which runs the fund jointly 
with the donors, stands no 
chance of gelling the $4 to $5 
billion it originally aimed for. 

Donors are pleading budget- 
ary problems back home, and 
the most that is hkefy to be put 
on the table is $2.8 billion, 
according to one European 
source. 

“The bank will be lucky to 
set $2 billion in fresh funding,” 
another donor source said. 

The row over the fund has 
overshadowed what should 
have been a week of celebra- 
tion for the bank, not just 
because it has readied its thir- 
tieth birthday, but because of 
the transition to majority blade 
rale in South Africa. 

Mr. Ndiaye echoed the 


sentiments of many delegates 
when he said Africa was enter- 
ing “a truly historical period" 
with Tuesday’s inauguration of 
President Nelson Mandela. 

But he also warned that the 
bank would need even more 
money to help the new South 
Africa. 

“We took forward to contri- 
buting significantly to econo- 
mic development in South 
Africa and to enhandng its 
links with the rest of die conti- 
nent, for the benefit of all 
peoples. Clearly this will re- 
quire die bank being approp- 
riately strengthened,” Mr. 
Ndiaye said. 

That, AFDB officials said, 
was a reminder to both African 
and non- African shareholders 
that the bank wanted a capital 
increase by 1997. 

The Western members are 


to tie dram fall to inflation 


YEREVAN (R) — Armenia’s 
central bank will use market- 
oriented techniques to control 
the dram but hopes the curren- 
cy will not decline faster than 
inflation, the bank's governor 
Bagrat Assatryan said Tues- 
day. 

“The central bank aims to 
bring the dram's fail in line 
with inflation by zhe end of the 
year by tightening its monetary 
policy and developing institu- 
tions regulating the currency's 
exchange rate," Mr. Assatryan 
told Reuters. “But these in- 
stitutions are underde- 
veloped... our interbank cur- 


rency exchange is only three 
months old." 

Monthly inflation fell below 
30 per cent in February from 
‘SO per cent in January, but 
averaged 40 per cent in March 
and April. Mr. Assatryan said 
he expected inflation to fall 
further in the next months. 

‘The situation will change in 
May when inflation is expected 
to fell to 20 per cent and it 
continues to decline every 
month. In July and August 
inflation should be below 10 
per cent," he said. 

Armenia, a former Soviet 


republic whose economy has 
effectively been ruined by a 
six-year-long territorial conflict 
with neighbouring Azerbaijan, 
introduced its national chain 
currency last November. 

The land-locked republic has 
an acute energy crisis because 
of an embargo by Azerbaijan 
.which has seriously curtailed 
supplies of gas for heating and 
power generation. 

The currency has plunged 
from an initial central-bank 
rate of 14.3 dram per (foliar to 
over 300 drains in May. 

The central hank had initial- 


ly fixed the dram rate, but then 
adopted a floating rate and. 
now uses the results of trading 
on the Armenian interbank 
currency exchange as its offi- 
cial rate. 

The dram traded at 306.7 to 
the dollar on the exchange on 
Tuesday. The black market 
rate is well below that at about 
400 drams to the dollar, which 
Mr. Assatryan said was un- 
realistic. 

“The (black market) rate is 
too low... the real exchange 
rate is about 300-310 drams 
per dollar,” be said. 


Mr attacks West on minimum wage 


BEIJING (R) — Malaysia's 
prime minister accused the 
West Wednesday of doing ev- 
erything possible to prevent 
Asia from catching up with it 
and praised China for the path 
it had chosen, even if it might 
involve bloodshed. 

Mahathir Mohamad was 
addressing an audience of fore- 
ign corporate chiefs and top 
Chinese officials at a major 
economic seminar at a plush 
Beijing hotel. 

His words, music to the ears 
of many of his Chinese listen- 
ers, were a departure from the 
other speeches, which were 
mostly devoted to economic 
issues. 


He said the West wanted 
East Asian democracies to be 
weak and unstable like theirs 
in order to prevent them from 
competing successfully and 
that used calk for democracy 
and human rights in an attempt 
to do this. 

, The West's strategy has been 
to use what he called “sanc- 
timonious pronouncements on 
humanitarian, democratic and 
environmental issues," he said. 

Its newest weapon was a 
proposal for a worldwide mini- 
mum wage, put forward during 
the final round of negotiations 
for the General Agreement on 
Tarifs and Trade (GATT), be 
said. 


“They (the West) know feat 
this is the sole competitive 
advantage of developing coun- 
tries.. .they know that, if it is 
taken away from them, they 
would be unable to compete. It 
is obvious that die professed 
concern about workers’ wel- 
fare is motivated by selfish 
interest," he added. 

Beijing strongly opposes 
Western attempts to link trade 
to non-trade issues such as 
human rights. 

Mr. Mahathir was full of 
prase for China’s mix of eco- 
nomic reform and socialist 
politics, which it calls, “the 
socialist market economy.” 

“It is right became, it has 
managed foavtfrd the kind of 
economic and political anarchy 
that die Soviet Union has suf- 


fered,” be said. 

He said that spreading 
wealth evenly in a market eco- 
nomy was far more difficult 


than spreading poverty evenly 
through a command economy. 

“There will be many politic- 
al problems, not least the de- 
mand for greater public parti- 
cipation in tiie political pro- 
cess. The government will nave 
to give in. fighting rearguard 
action all along the retreat," he 
said. 

He said South East Asia 
should welcome a wealthy Chi- 
na, since it could share m the 
wealth, and that fear of 
Chinese territorial expansion- 
ism was largely the West pro- 
jecting its own greed and hege- 
mlomsm onto China. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In the best residential area, between the Fourth and Fifth 
Circles, Jabal Amman, near Amon Hotel “Hotel Training 
Centre." 

With telephone, central heating, built-in cupboards and 
television. Two bedrooms, large living room, two bathrooms 
and veranda. 

Tel: 777112 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

674028 after 4 p.m. 


BRBTIISH LADIES OF AMMAN 
MAY FAIR 1994 
Bn aid of local charities 
Friday May 13 1994 , 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

In the gardens of U.E. the British Ambassador's 
Residence Jabal Amman 
(Zahran Street - Opposite Zahran Palace) 

Fun for all the family 

Entertainment and children’s fancy dress (costume) 
competition 

(Competition at approx. 1:30 p.m.) 

Grand raffle Games 

Children's activities Hone produce stall 

Tombola Plants stall 

Handicrafts stall Barbecue 

White elephant stall Refreshments 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

Entrance: Adults JD 1.000 Children: JD 0.250 


VILLA FOR SALE 

No Realestate Involvements 

CONTACT MR. FARIS 
TEL :691131 


Newly established Early Learning Center 
seeks to employ 

qualified teachers and teachers' assis- 
tants 

Specialisation in this field . 
is highly desirable 

Please send resume to ATT: ELC 
P.O.Box 7711, Amman - Jordan 

NB: AH appticatkms wffl be treated with confidentiality 


I D HATE TO HAVE A JOB 
WHERE YOU 5T/WE? IN THE 
SAME PLACE ALL DAY 


I D HATE TO HAVE A JOB 
WHERE YOU HAD TO BE 
MCE TO EVERYBODY. 



MOTT, LOOK AT THIS 

SHELL I FOUND ON 
THE BEACH.' ) — ' 



THEY SAY IF TOO 
Hold rr lip no your 
EAR YOU CAN HEAR 
THE ROAR OF THE > 




OOPS— 
WATCH THE 
BREAKERS' 



again likely to insist on Mr. 
Ndiaye running a tighter ship if 
he wants more money. 

They want action on an inde- 
pendent report which said the 
bank had stressed quantity 
above quafity in its fending, 
and which found an atmos- 
phere of (fistrust and uncer- 
tainty at the bank’s headquar- 
ters in Abidjan. 

They also want the bank to 
chase up those countries that 
have run up arrears on loan 
payments of more than $700 
million. 

Mr. Ndiaye agreed that ur- 
gent action was required on 
this. 

. “If regional member coun- 
tries do not resolve to contain 
their arrears, they risk en- 
dangering their own bank’s 
strong standing in international 
capital markets," he said, 

Bundesbank 
cuts key 
interest rates 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — The 
Bundesbank decried Wednes- 
day to cut its discount rate 
from five per cent to 4.5 per 
cent and its Lombard rate from 
6.5 to six per cent, a spokes- 
man said after the bank’s fort- 
nightly central council meet- 
ing. 

The new rates are effective 
Friday. 

The German central bank 
last cat its base rates on April 
14, when the redaction in both 
key rates was a quarter of a 
percentage point. 

“This decision takes info 
account the fact that prospects 
for (monetary) stability in Ger- 
many have improved," the 
Bundesbank said in a corn- 



inflation was r unning at &D 
annualised 3.1 per cent in 
April for western Germany, 
agaisnt 3.2 per cent in March 
and 3.4 per cent in February, 
according to definitive figures 
published Tuesday. 


Deafen* are busy trading during Che Wednesday 
morning session at a foreign money brokerage in 
Tokyo. The U& doBar ended the morion aft 


Italy cuts 
discount 
rate to 7% 

ROME (R) — The Bank of 
Italy cut its official discount 
rate to 7.0 per cent from 7S 
par cent, a senior bank official 
said Wednesday. 

The cut will take effect 
Thursday and follows the deci- 
sion by the German Bundes- 
bank to lower its official fend- 
ing rates by half a point. 

The last change to the dis- 
count rate was on Feb. 28, 
1994, when it was cut by half a 
point. 

The bank's fixed-term adv- 
ances, or Lombard, rate be- 
comes 8.0 per cent from 8^ 
per cent 

The decision to cut Italy's 
lending rates came within 
hours of tycoon-turned politi- 
cian Silvio Berlusconi being 
sworn in as prime minister at 
the head of the country's 53rd 
post-war government.. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MAY 12, 1994 

By Thomas S . Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES 
You needio be careful that .you 
are not too fixed and determined 
in your viewpoints today and 
tomght at you could encounter 
more trouble than you bargained 
for. Sidestep a troublemaker. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Go to the right sources for in- 
formation you need. Take time 
to visit with friends and relieve 
tensions you are under to get 
everything accomplished. 

TAURUS: (Apr9 20 to May 20) 
You may find it difficult to hand- 
le monetary affairs earty in the 
day but later they work out for 
yon in your favour. Be wise to 
any situation. 

gMW fc (May 21 to^June 21) 

at tta tiLs. Be sure to hnprove 
your appearance especially to 
those yon meet. 

MOW CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Make a deep study of 
what is fealty important is your 
life and then go after your aims , 
in a positive and forthright 
manner. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Friends cannot be of much help 
to you during the day, but can be 
retied upon m the evening. Much 
pleasure is yours tonight with 
loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Follow rule and regula- 


tion that applies to you today and 
pin tiie respect of others eq»- 
rially those in authority. Be 
poised at all times. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Situations may not work 
out as fast as you wmild like at 
this time, but don't force mat- 
ters, or you could get into trou- 
ble with bigwigs. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Compose yoursdf 
so that sudden situations today 
wiD not throw you for a loop. 
The evening can be a most happy 
one for you and mate. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Try to please 
others as much as possfofe today 
and avoid unpleasantness which 
coukl crane along. Take time to 
meditate by yourself. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be careful in the 
hundTipg of important twte at 
this time. Taking risks could 
bring trouble at this time to you 
and those around you. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don’t permit any- 
one to force you into some situa- 
tion that you know is not right 
for you. Be poised at all times 
today for tremble. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Express your fine ability 
when called upon to do so today 
and please higher-ups. Come to a 
fine accord with associates you 
are around. 


mM yea, Jmnpteg 1.25 yta fro- the uniilMW 
day finish (AFP photo) 


NEW UNFURNISHED APT. 

FOR RENT 

West Amman; ground floor with garden & private 
parking. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, dining 
salon, kitchen 81 storage room. Available June 1994. 

Leave message on answering machine, 

. tel. 678274 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

The apartment has three bedrooms, two bathrooms, sitting 
room, fiving room and dining area. The apartment, two 
minutes away from a fine shopping center in Abdoun, has an 
area of. 185m 2 . 

For further Inf orma tion please contact 811795 


nr.T-r 


Fully-furnished ground floor apartment of 100 sq.m. in 
a two-floor family-owned villa The apartment consists 
of one/two bedrooms with accessories and all electric- 
al appliances. Centrally heated, telephone, fully car- 
peted, double glazed windows, adequate supply of 
water, well-kept garden and spacious entrance.; 
Long and short term rents are accepted at 
-different rates-TeL 685804 or 668484 


BRAND NEW SUPER DELUXE 
FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

A first floor, consisting of three bedrooms, L-shaped fiving 
room with a dining room, two bathrooms, a kitchen, and a 
balcony-, with an elevator and priv ate telephone. The apart- 
ment is situated in a beautifulTSSWential area in Abdoun, onty 
a flvewfoute walk ' from 'shopping center. ■■ 1 

• Call the owner at 1 : 714882 or 715487 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
» by Henri Arnold and M&e Arglrlon 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tourorifnary words. 




Yesterday’s 


WHAT WERE THE 
LITTLE CC*NPOK&5> 
PONG AT 
THE CORRAL? 


-Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Jumbles: BRAVO VIXEN CCXJPER MALADY 
Answer What the two physicians were called — 

A ’PARADOX’ (PAIR O' DOCS) 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY 13, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CanoB Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This Friday the titirteemb » well 
aspected so don’t expect too 
much to go away and don’t put 
off until later any activity that is 
concerned with improving your 
welfare. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19)- 
Study you position with friends 
and strive to improve the tch- 
tKmdtys you haw with them. 
Show that yon have poke. Be 

wary of outriders. 

TAURD& (April 20 to May 20) 
Cootfitious m the business world 
may appear strange now, but 
later can turn to your benefit. Be 
more self-assured in your actions 
today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don’t rash into a new interest 
before making a careful study. 
Take no risks with your reputa- 
tion at this time which could be 
disastrous. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take steps to improve 
the relationship with loved tones. 
A new contact jam bring many 
benefits your way which will be 
positive. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 211 
Resolve a problem you have with 
an t*""* 1 * 1 and cement better 
relations with this parson for the 
future. Be wary of newcomers. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be sure to finish regular 
routines before engaging in 
amusements. An argument with 


a friend is not serious, so forget it 
and carry on. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Don’t try to be forceful 
with others, or you could regret 
it later. Don’t neglect a worthy 
friend of long standing you truly 
rcspect- 

SCORriO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be sure to keep 
promises made to family mem- 
bers. A new project needs more 
study before going ahead with it 
so take whatever time is neces- 
sary- 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Be more objec- 
tive in deaimg wife others and 
get better results. Use extreme 
caution in motion and avoid 
possible accidents which could 
remit 

CAJPR1CORN: (December 22 10 
January 20) Plan bow to save 
more money instead of spending 
more than you can afford. Show 
others you have wisdom to hand- 
le any situation which comes 
along. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A time to be calm 
and serene while going after a 
personal aim. Be sure to use your 
money wisely at all times today 
and there will be some for later. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) New in tere sts are good for 
you now,' so delve into them 
without delay. Quietly get things 
done in a sure and positive 
manner. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Manta) 
measurements, 
for stnn 
4 Consistent 

9 Harness part 
13 Caroled 
15 Arthur's father 
10 VteUm of 
bWtddfl 

17 Untruthful one 
IB Swizzle* 


20 Boundary taka 

21 Sun helmet 

22 Landing wharf 
29 Moon goddess 
2S Hope dwsl 

material 

27 Budge seat 
29 Decree 
33 Sovereignty 

36 Ethnic group 
38 Countertenor 
38 Cupid 

40 Detection device 

41 Appear 

42 Farm structure 

43 Toura quota 

44 Topic 

45 Set 

47 Military hoOday 

48 Expunge 

51 vends sheaor 
55 Knowing 
58 Man 
60 Rainbow 


aaaaa nanal 


aBBSffannl^anSSS 

3BBB3B aiHBlSS 

. anun jiSffl 
aaau aaaa aSIS 
am Jim 555E 
nnaunJiSi 




81 Bamako's land 

62 Befiy, to Bums 

63 Goofs 

64 WorowWi 
steppe 

65 Whimper 
fiSBergain- 

hunwn'boon 
ST Green parrots 
08 Endures 
69 Draft letters 

DOWN 

1 5dly.e.B. 

2 Paper portion 

3 Sow mow 

4 Steen 

5 Preminger 


6 Where to buy 
martnesptkas 

7 Otter-worKly 

8 Freight carriers: 
ater. 

9 Where to buy 
Broyles 

10 Assist 

11 Substance 

12 Abounding in 
trees 

1* Where to b uy 
teW raWe s 

22 Shake up 

Z4 Negative prefer 

26 Active one 

28 Waked on 

30 Nautical world 

31 News btf 

32 Far north pry 

33 Coarse He 

34 Biographer 
LwMg 

35 Kansas Km 

37 Instance 

40 Mixer 

44 Power erg. 


Sokrat 


rannnn Qnrara fin 

nnnnR nnKn nr 

nnnn nnnn HR- 



48 Be lore 

45 Represents- ■ 

dues 

MLa— .MHwt 

g Daughters 
54 Svtuous GUlM 


56 RronzJed 

56 Cat-o-rtne-tejs 

mark 

jgOEDwifl ■ 
82 Uqufd 
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Currency 

new yotfe 
Close. 

*** 70/5/94 

Tokyo 

Close 

77/5/94 

Sfertlnf! found' 

7. 4**7 

7.4900 


Dttrtsebr Mark 

1 .6125 

1.6725 

Swtas Franc 

1.4329 

1.4320 

Franck Franc 

5.7305 

5.7425-" 

Japanese Yen 

704.42 

104.12 

European Cnrreny link 

1 . 1520 

1.1511** 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Marti 


French Franc 


Japsaese Yen 


European Curran 


tantosl bid nln far 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

IFl T»;a 

4.7300 

4.5600 

4.9400 

5 . 5*00 

4.1*00 

5.0000 

5.0000 

5.6300 

5.0000 

4. **00 | 

4.8100 

4.1700 

3.7500 

EB£3 

3.7500 

3.7500 

'5.5000 

5.3800 

5 .3800 

5.3*00 

2.0000 

2.0000 

2.1300 

DU 

E673I 

5.7300 

5.5300 

5.5300 


. rmdfaE l -S. IWfar. IJUJNsr s<]mlcn. 


K lf/5/1994 


JD/Gm u 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JQ/Cm 

7.50 

Saver 

5.29 

0.122 


Cmual Bank «rf 


>: M/5/1994 



Othrr Cn i T Vn dfa 



Saudi Riyol 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Rival 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Rival 


UAE Dirham 


Cypriot Pound 


7.4400 


0.040350 


0.7003 


.3250 


0.1090 


0.7975 


7.7970 


0.1*9* 


0.2045 


I . 2950 


1 1/5/1994 


Offer 


7. *5*0 


0.0477*5 


0.1881 


2.3600 


0.7907 


0.2250 


7. *200 


0.7907 


0.29*5 


1.3905 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


r*i e ^ 


LONDON (R)- 

Following are the buying and selling rates 

for leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at 
midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion 

markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

13768/78 

Canadian dollar 

1.6716/26 

Deutschemarks 


1.8766/76 

Dutch guilders 


1.4306/16 

Swiss francs 


34.39/43 

Belgian francs 


5.7300/50 

French francs 


1600.6/2.1 

Italian lire 


104 . 34 m 

Japanese yen 


7.7525/25 

Swedish Crowns 


7.2530/80 

Norwegian crowns 


6.5430/80 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 
One ounce of gold 

SI. 4896/06 * 

$378.55/378.95 
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Britain’s trade, industry minister 
calls for more open Arab markets 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Trade and Industry Minister 
called on Arab states Wednes- 
day to start trading with Israel 
and to sweep away trade bar- 
riers in the Middle East. 

“Let there be no mistake, 
the barriers have to go — 
whether we are talking about 
unfair tariffs and protection- 
ism, stifling exchange controls 
or the Arab boycott of Israel," 
said Michael Heseltine. in a 
speech to the Arab-British 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Heseltine said that trade 
between the European Union 
(EU) and the Arab World 
would not grow until barriers 
were destroyed and unless 


trade between Arab countries 
themselves was boosted by the 
removal of obstacles 

Negotiations on free trade 
between the EU and member 
countries of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) were 
being hindered by the failure 
of the GCC to agree on a 
customs union, he said. 

He also urged Middle East- 
ern governments to move from 
state-funded industrial prog- 
rammes to a policy of stimulat- 
ing private sector investment. 

Mr. Heseltine offered Brit- 
ish expertise to help with the 
sell-off of nationalised indus-_ 
tries. Privatisation, he said.* 
would bring about, “significant 


improvements in standards of 
service and levels of invest- 

m^n; ” 

Britain and the European 
Union would be helping with 
the economic development of 
areas under autonomous 
Palestinian control, as part of 
the Arab-Israel peace process 
and Britain would be giving 
£70 million ($104 million) in 
assistance over the next two 
years, he said. 

Mr. Heseltine said it was of 
"vital interest” to rhe Euro- 
pean Union to encourage eco- 
nomic growth as one of the 
ways of countering rhe rise in 
Islamic extremism in the Mid- 
dle East. 


U.S. dollar swings up 
in the local market 


Ricoh develops copier that turns pages 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s 
Ricoh Co. said Wednesday it 
has developed a photocopier 
with an automatic page-turning 
system for copying books and 
other bound documents. 

Ricoh, a leading maker of 
office equipment, said the new 
digital copier can turn pages 
and copy a wide range of 
bound documents, including 
manuals and catalogs, without 
damaging them. 

It said it plans to begin sell- 


ing the copier within a year, 
but hasn't decided on a price. 

The system consists of a 
scanner and a page-turning 
belt. The document to be 
copied is placed on it* spine on 
a special tray that is inserted 
into the copier, the company- 
said . 

The scanner and page- 
turning belt move across the 
original, scanning the page, 
and turning it on the return. 
The belt is charged electrosta- 
tically in attract each page. 


Ricoh said. 

It can turn four letter-size 
pages a minute — yielding 
eight copies including both 
sides of each page. 

Ricoh said ir may incorpo- 
rate the page -turning machan- 
ism in other types of office 
equipment as well. 

In recent months, Ricoh also 
has announced a device that 
can erase photocopies to save 
paper and 2 translating photo- 
copier. 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The American 
dollar shot up in the local - 
market on Wednesday as the 
greenback strengthened in the 
international market, and deal- 
ers expected the trend to con- 
tinue. 

The official rate set by the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
for the day was 700/702 fils 
(purchase 'sell), an increase 
from Tuesday's 698/700. But as 
the day’s dealings came to a 
close, the market rate, as 
quoted by licensed 
monevchangets, had gone up 
to 709/711 fils. 

At commercial banks which 
maintain moneychanging de- 
partments, the dollar was sold 
for a base rate of 702 fib. but 
with the addition of commis- 
sion and other charges the rate 
was closer to 707 fib. 

Some banks declined to sell 
dollars altogether, although 
CBJ regulations bind them to 
offer foreign exchange to the 
public as long as it is available 
with them. 

Licensed moneychangers 
who are frqp to quote their 
prices within an acceptable 


level of margin from the CBJ 
set prices said the dollar's rise 
was fast during the day. 

“I have sold dollars at six or 
seven different rates today," 
said one young dealer at an 
exchanger in the Gardens 
Street district of Amman. “I 
started with 707.5 fils early this 
morning, and was selling at 
708.5 in less than two hours. 
Now the rate is 710 fib, and I 
am not sure whether this will 
be die closing price." 

In downtown Amman, 
where solo small-time oper- 
ators buy and sell foreign cur- 
rency in the streets, the rate 
ranged from 710 fib to 720 fib, 
but the trend among the deal- 
ers was more towards buying 
than selling. 

In general, bankers said 
there was no scarcity of foreign 
exchange in the market and 
CBJ intervention was not in 
the horizon. 

"After all, it is an interna- 
tional strengthening of the dol- 
lar against ail currencies," said 
a banker. "Why should the 
local authorities intervene, 
particularly that the level of 
fluctuation is very much within 
the acceptable margin." 

No official comment was 


available, but the C&J, Qg a 
rule, does not intervene in the 
market but keeps a dose watch 
on movement. Officials have 
said that as long as the efiffer- 
encc between the officially set 
rale and the rate quoted by 
moneychangers in the open 
market is limited to be few 
percentage points there will 
not be any CBJ intervention. 

Dealers said there was a rush 
for the greenback in the mar- 
ket on Wednesday but not of a 
nature that the market co‘ 
not cope with. 

"There are many smarts 
culators who keep a v ery 
eye on the international Jazt- 
feet, what with CNN and fSn P r 

channeb that bring 
your living rooms 24 hows' a 
day." said a senior banfooe 
official. “My lines were 
med this morning as early & m 
minutes before official openine 
hour with people calling me f * 
dollars.” 

The currency black market 
which thrived during 1989 and 
1990 are virtually non-existCflL 
A few operators here and thof@ 
do deal in foreign exchange but 
always under some kind of 
arrangement with licensed 
moneychangers for legal cover 


EU airs plan to drain wine lake 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) 
announced a plan here 
Wednesday to drain a 35 mil- 
lion hectolitre (910 million gal- 
lon) lake of surplus wine by 
eliminating subsidised produc- 
tion. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence, EU Agricultural Com- 
missioner Rene Steichen urged 
fanners to produce less but 
better-quality wine. 

The plan allows wine- 
producing countries to choose 
from a list of options for cut- 
ting over-production — paying 
farmers to produce less wine or 
cutting bade their vinelands, 
and distilling wine for indust- 
rial use. 


The proposal to cut average 
annual wine production from 
189 to 154 million hectolitres 
(from 4.9 billion to four billion 
gallons) was endorsed by the 
EU's executive European 
Commission Wednesday. 

But it must still he accepred 
by a council of EU agricultural 
ministers and the strongest 
opposition is expected from 
the biggest producers — Italy, 
France and Spain. 

Mr. Steichen said wine- 
farmers would face severe in- 
come cuts unless they came to 
terms with one-fundamental 
fact — that wine consumption 
was dropping by two million 
hectolitres (52 million gallons) 
a year as production grew. 


He proposes that the EU 
spend 1.2 billion ECU ($1.4 
billion) a year on programmes 
to bring supply down to the 
level of demand. It currently 
spends 840 million ECU ($966 
million) a year to get rid of 
excess production. 

"It is better to use public 
money to stop excess produc- 
tion of wine than paying for 
it.’’ Mr. Steichen said, refer- 
ring to the commission's air- 
rent policy of buying up wine 
that cannot find a market. 

But he warned that farmers 
in countries exceeding their 
quota of production would in 
hi ture have to accept extreme- 
ly low prices for wine destined 
to be turned into industrial or 
other alcohob. 


Arabs must produce more light 
derivatives — oil experts 


CAIRO (R) — Arab oil re- 
fineries must switch to produc- 
ing larger quantities of light 
derivatives to meet the chang- 
ing pattern of demand. Arab 
oil experts said Tuesday. 

A conference organised by 
the Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting countries 
(OAPEC) said in its final re- 
solutions that such derivatives 
were either already in short 
supply or would be in the 
future, either on the Arab or 
the international market. 

The switch should be at the 
expense of fuel oil, it added. 

The conference also recom- 
mended that refineries in the 
Arab World produce more lub- 


ricants. 

An OAPEC expert told the 
-conference earlier Tuesday 
that given present plans for 
refineries Arab countries 
would soon be unable to meet- 
regionai demand for gasoil, 
gasoline, kerosene, aviation 
fuel, asphalt and lubricants. 

In the case of gasoil, the 
regional deficit would reach 
7.5 million tonnes a year by the 
year 2005 and 24 million ton- 
nes a year by the year 2010, 
Ahmad Hussein Sharib said. 

By 2010 the deficit in gaso- 
line would be four million ton- 
nes a year, that in kerosene 
and aviation fuel 2.5 million 
tonnes and that in asphalt and 
lubricants five million, be said. 


The Arab energy conference 
recommended that Arab coun- 
tries should develop the re* 
gional trade in gas and look gf 
the feasibility of building re* 
gional gas pipelines. 

It criticised Western talk of 
imposing taxes on fossil fuels 
saying the real aim was to 
increase government revenue 
at the expense of oil producing 
countries. . 

“The conference expressed 
its fears that these taxes would 
have negative effects on the 
world economy as a whole... 
and would not achieve their 
declared intention — reducing 
emissions of carbon dioxide, 
it said. 





THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MClUNG, AK FREIGHT 
FORMWOMG. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 





La vie 6eautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 

.Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We ase the best French Cosmetics 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 



femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 

Um Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 
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Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates »nd 
Bu si n e s smen 


The Official Car& Truck 
Rental Company 

WorldCup\JSAW 

Tel =698 131 
Fax:673 312 


/ CHENS \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and lasteour 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

X Air Conditioned Hall / 


RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Greal Far Eastern 
Aimnsphere . 
Open lor Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


Sa°QR^S PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the fcamika/is 
are alwavs 1 J.D. Each 


_u». >un jfJi 


2nd. Circle - Jjbal Amman 
tijijj. Frcnchloaf 

Tel. 653482 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Swetfiyeh. 

81669 



\-#*FIat 


Flat .O.TsI 
“ Serviced SuBes In 
Grand Hotel Style I ’ 



TALK OF THE TOWN 


!•; k»ji r'ILl 


Open nightly 

From ftM P JL to 3M AJL 
Tueaday dosed 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeisam 


SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 


I DAEWOO! 


We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V.. W.M. Ref., Audios, V.C., 
T.V. with video. Fax, Pianos 

& DUTY FREE ^ 


Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: @626) 696193 
P.O.BOX 860236 
Amman - Jordan 




The first 6 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is! Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Gif is School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


12 am -v. Late 


I STZ C. CO VT I N; ST.V. . 

rrjiu.\ 


DekmVSas and Apartments 
in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 
SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAXE64231 


Club flcstcurcint 


cl) - S'! <•)(»*> I V,.}- 


SELECT HOTEL 


Superior Hole! Services lor 
Businessmen & Families & its 

| NeGrEsCo BaR 

] @ Good Drinks & 

" Excellent Snacks 

©Open Noons 
/ & Evenings 



S 

GALtEg reggST OA 
INTERS 

... 


in 

V 

open daily 
OOSTOMIDMCinV _ 


Jabal A1 \Vebdeh/Tel.637J0 i/637102 



LUNCHES 
AFTERN Q OflTE, 
INKS AT THE 8A 
OWNERS 


SOI. K LMM l 1HAIN A 
AMMAN TEL. 8159X7 



The Best Iv 
Indian Cusne. 




t>,-» > !<>tt 1. 1 M’M i DIV.S.V . 

fo' reservations call f-i'j!: 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

sfe* 30% tor*** 

* Free enlarge 
mmat 20 x 30 cat 

Shme&ani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Poods 
SkiHad Qrimsa (Ms 


Opa ILX-lXi tiV-ifiMr 


Tmkm enemy Is avaOablB 

Shea AMrab Street 
Um Uthainah Conrnafdal Canoe 

Tel.: 861174 
Once lasted MuMtftLMCd 


Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


fast, efficient, and 
professional Cleaners 



699-420 


•Witai* 

” r RestouKnt 

You Know 

Our PSzzas&Sandwidws 
Now Trq The 

9 Italian Pasta 

Wtomo. Way 
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Rwanda rebels move closer to Kigali 


KIGALI, Rwanda (Agencies) 
— Rebels crept closer to taking 
the capital, attacking overnight 
and early Wednesday after 
pounding army defenders with 
heavy artillery and shelling. 

Rebels struck on several 
fronts, but much of the fighting 
was centred around a govern’ 
meat stronghold beside the air- 
port. where both sides have 
suffered heavy casualties in the 
past three days. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Jose Ayala 
Lasso flew into Kigali Wednes- 
day morning for meetings with 
government and rebel leaders 
o end the ethnic slaughter 
between the majority Hutus 
and minority Tutsis. 

An estimated 100,000 to 
200,000 people — mostly civi- 
lians — have been killed in a 
month of fighting and mas- 
sacres in Rwanda, according to 
the United Nations and aid 
groups. About 1.3 million peo- 
ple have fled their homes. 

The rebels, mostly Tutsis, 
stepped up their offensive for 
the capital a week ago and now 
are attacking the Hutu-led 
army from several directions. 

“There was some heavy ear- 
ly morning gunfire and shell- 
ing. It was heavy overnight,” 
said U.N. spokesman Moctar 
Gueye. 

Demoralised government 
soldiers have given ground 
slowly bat steadily, and U.N. 
officials have said the city 
could fall in a matter of days. 

However, the army has re- 
sponded to rebel bombard- 
ments with withering barrages 


of their own directed at rebel 
positions in the city centre. 
Rebels advanced after pound- 
ing army positions, engaging hi 
what apprared to be street to 
street fighting. 

Rebels also are trying to 
encircle and cut off army stron- 
gholds, especially the 
Kanombe Camp beside the air- 
port. The fall of the camp 
would give the rebels control 
of the airport.' 

Rebels also are reportedly 
advancing on the .government- 
held city of Rufiengeri, 70 
kilometres (43 miles) north- 
west of the capital. There is 
also heavy fighting near 
Bugasera, 25 kilometres south- 
east of Kigali. 

The war erupted on April 7, 
a day after the presidents of 
Rwanda and neighbouring 
Burundi were killed in a suspi- 
cious plane crash in Kigali. The 
crash prompted a new round of 
ethnic massacres in the 
decades-old Hutu-Tutsi feud. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali and U.S. Vice 
President Ai Gore discussed 
the war after the inauguration 
Tuesday of South African 
President Nelson Mandela. 

After meeting with Mr. 
Gore, Mr. Mandela endorsed 
an international military force 
to restore calm in Rwanda. He 
did not elaborate. The United 
Nations has palled out all but a 
few hundreds observers in 
Rwanda, but some are pushing 
for a return. 

Canada has invoked a spe- 
cial clause of the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission to convene 
an emergency session on 


Rwanda to counter atrocities 
in the central African country. 

The emergency session, 
which would be only the third 
in the commission’s 48-year 
history, could be held as soon 
as May 20 if a majority of die 
member countries approve, 
'said U.N. spokeswoman 
Therese Gastaut in Geneva. 

The United Nations Tuesday 
proposed a new peacekeeping 
force for Rwanda of at least 
5,500 troops to support relief 
operations and protect civilians 
in the country's devastating 
civil war. 

A report to the Security 
Council said the troops should 
be able to defend themselves 
before a ceasefire took hold 
but not participate in military 
enforcement actions against 
feuding Rwandese armies and 
militia. 

Meanwhile, doctors' aid 
organisation Medecins Sans 
Frontieres called Wednesday 
for a stronger international re- 
sponse to tbe killing in Rwan- 
da, including U.N. “security 
zones" to give refuge to the 
wounded. 

“Given tbe unprecedented 
massacres which are ravaging 
Rwanda, the international 
community's abandonment of 
that country is unacceptable 
and incomprehensible,'’ it said 
in a statement from its Swiss 
branch. 

Medecins Sans Frontieres, 
one of the few relief organisa- 
tions still working in Rwanda, 
said the country had become a 
“dark patch on the map of 
Africa" since the United Na- 
tions last month pulled out 


most of its peacekeepers. 

Rebel advances are driving 
tens of thousands of refugees 
from Rwanda into neighbour- 
ing Bnrundi where aid workers 
and diplomats say a tribal time- 
bomb is set to explode. 

They said more than a 
month of war and massacres, 
mostly of minority Tutsis by 
the Hntu-dominatM army and 
extremist militia in Rwanda, 
bad stoked Burundi's already 
heated tribal divisions. 

“Bunindi is like a time- 
bomb waiting to explode," said 
a senior international aid offi- 
cial in tbe capital of Bujum- 
bura. 

“We (diplomats and foreign 
officials) are trying through in- 
tervening with officials here to 
stop what happened in Rwan- 
da spilling over into Burundi. 
But tbe question is whether the 
threat of withdrawing aid is 
still a pressure after Rwanda? 

“I would suppose a govern- 
ment or an army without any 
money couldn't last long 
but...” 

Diplomats noted U.N. spe- 
cial envoy to Burundi Anld 
Abdallah warned a week ago 
the international community 
would stop all aid to Burundi if 
civil war broke out or a coup 
took place. 

They added that rivalry, pit- 
ting interim Hutu President 
Sylvestre Ntibantuanya against 
the Tutsi-dominated armed 
forces in Burundi, was deepen- 
ing. Tension was increased by 
more than 100,000 people who 
had crossed the border from 
Rwanda. 


Poll: Most 
voters 
believe 
Major 
should quit 

LONDON (R) — An opinion 
poll published Wednesday 
brought more bad news for 
British Prime Minister John 
Major, struggling to keep con- 
trol of a divided party before 
next month's European Parlia- 
ment elections. 

The poll said more than half 
of voters and a quarter of his 
own Conservative Party be- 
lieved Mr. Major, battered by 
a disastrous showing for the 
party in local elections last 
week, should resign now with- 
out waiting for the Jane vote. 

; Tbe survey, conducted by 
die ICM organisation for the 
Guardian newspaper, said that 
if Mb’. Major waited for the 
election, he faced an even 
more humiliating result which 
cook! cost his party more than 
half of its 32 seats in tbe 
parliament — the elected 
assembly of foe European Un- 
ion. 

U said only 27 per cent of 
these questioned replied that 
•they intended to vote for the 
conservatives m June, just 
above the centrist Liberal 
Democrats’ 24 per cent and 
barfly trailing the 44 per cent 
backing for tbe main Opposi- 
tion Labour Party. 

The Guardian said a projec- 
tion of tbe poll, calculated af- 
ter interviewing 1,483 adults 
randomly selected throughout 
the country, gave Labour 57 of 
the 87 seats and the Liberal 
Democrats their first nine seats 
in the parliament. 

The pod said support for 
Labour had slipped four points 
since April. But the figures left 
Mr. Major with an uphill battle 
to return his party to the elec- 
toral strength that has kept it in 
power for an unbroken 15 
years. 

Mr. Major's aides have tried 
to portray the local electoral 
defeat, in which the Conserva- 
_tives were pushed into thud 
place by the Liberal Demo- 
crats, as a normal mid-term 
protest vote. 

As the recovery strengthens, 
support for the Conservatives 
will return, they argue. 

Mr . Major himself dismissed 
speculation about his future on 
Tuesday, telling parliament he 
intended to exercise the full 
five-year mandate he won in 
the April 1992 general elec- 
tion. 

And he faced down anti- 
Europeans in his party deman- 
ding a referendum on EU in- 
tegration, saying he was as cool 
to the idea now as he had been 
during last year’s debates on 
the ratification of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty on EU integra- 
tion. 

But his administration re- 
mained accident-prone. 

A plan to build a £2.5- 
billion ($3.74-billion) rail link 
under central London, de- 
scribed by Mr. Major as vision- 
ary, came to a halt when a 
committee rejected it Tuesday, 

A junior government minis- 
ter was forced to apologise to 
parliament for misleading it 
during a debate last week. 


IAEA invites N. Korea 
for talks on nuclear testing 


SEOUL (AFP) — The Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA) Wednesday invited 
North Korea to Vienna to dis- 
cuss details of crucial reactor 
feel inspections as all signs 
suggested a breakthrough on 
the nuclear standoff might be 
at hand. 

IAEA Director General 
Hans Box invited a group of 
experts from North Korea to 
discuss details and a timetable 
for sampling controversial nuc- 
lear fuel rods, the agency 
announced in Vienna. 

U.S. officials say a sche- 
duled change of feel rods could 
provide enough plutonium to 
make four or five nudear 
bombs. 

In a telex message to North 
Korean Foreign Minister Kim 
Young-Nam„ Mr. BKx reaf- 
firmed that it was very impor- 
tant to sample the fuel rods of 
a five-megawatt reactor in 
Yongbyon, some 90 kilometres 
(56 miles) north of Pyongyang, 
to measure their radioactivity 
levels. 

But the IAEA chief sug- 
gested the actual testing of the 
niei rods could be carried out 
“in tbe second half of this 
year,” South Korean Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. 

The Mr. Blix message was 
an answer to the North Korean 
foreign minister’s proposal Fri- 
day that Pyongyang could 
negotiate with the IAEA over 
nudear inspections and the 
presence of monitors to wit- 
ness the fuel replacement. 

The IAEA has been insisting 
on not only witnessing the fuel 
change but also on sampling 
foe used foci to determine 
whether tbe isolated. Stalinist 
state has diverted fissile mate- 
rial for weapons. 

Mr. Blix also proposed that 
the IAEA send a team of 
inspectors “in the next few 
days” to North Korea “on die 
assumption” that North Korea 
postpones replacement of tbe 


fuel rods. 

IAEA spokesman David 
Kyd said the inspectors, who 
already have visas, could leave 
for North Korea any time from 
Saturday if the response from 
Pyongyang was positive. 

The Blix message was made 
public here following uncon- 
firmed South Korean press re- 
ports that Washington bad 
agreed to resume high-level 
talks with North Korea in re- 
turn for the sampling of the 
fuel rods at a later date. 

The talks would focus on the 
diplomatic recognition of 
Pyongyang and possible econo- 
mic aid by Western countries 
as well as the cancellation of 
the U.S.-South Korean joint 
military exercise. Team Spirit, 
scheduled in November. 

The IAEA also said the 
team could finish inspecting a 
radiochemical lab, from which 
IAEA inspectors were barTed 
by North Koreans last March, 
and check surveillance equip- 
ment at various nudear facili- 
ties. 

The Blix proposal also came 
days before the IAEA director 
was scheduled to report back 
to the U.N. Security Council 
on tbe progress in talks to 
resolve the nudear row. 

In April, the Security Coun- 
cil issued a mild statement, 
framed by China, urging North 
Korea to accept the IAEA 
inspections to end the year- 
long row over its suspected 
nudear weapons development 
programme. 

Yonfaap News Agency here 
quoted an unidentified U.S. 
offidal as saying that North 
Korea had apparently delayed 
the replacement of reel rods, 
originally planned to take 
place a ’week ago. 

Asked about die prospect 
for die third round of high- 
level talks, tbe official said: 
“We firmly hope that (dia- 
logue on holding the talks) has 
reached the final phase.” 


Congressman unseated 
in Pennsylvania primary 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Phi- 
ladelphia Democratic voters 
unseated U.S. Representative 
Laden Blackwell in an upset 
primary vote. 

In Oklahoma, Repbiican 
Frank Lucas won a special 
election for the 6th U.S. con- 
gressional district vacated by 
Democrat Glenn English. 

In the Pennsylvania primary. 
Democrat Lynn Yeakd failed 
in her attempt to recover from 
a high-profile 1992 Senate elec- 
tion defeat and capture the 
party's nomination for gov- 
ernor. 

Ms. Yeakel ran a surprising- 
ly poor fourth in a race won by 
Lieutenant Governor Mark 
Singe! . 

Pennsylvania Republicans 
chose moderate U.S. repre- 
sentative Tom Ridge to contest 
the rare to succeed retiring 
Democratic Governor Robert 
Casey. 

They also chase populist 
U.S. Representative Rick San- 
toram to chaHengfe Democratic 
Senator Harris Wofford hi 
November. 

Mr. Blackwell, a member of 
the House Budget Committee, 


conceded befeat to upstart 
state Senator Cbakka Fattah in 
a victory seen by analysts as an 
ex amp le of a new breed of 
Mack politician elbowing out 
the old. 

Mr. Fattah, 37, has earned 
recognition for innovative 
nrbaihievival proposals, such 
as moving families out of pub- 
lic housing projects into vacant 
homes. 

Mr. Blackwell, 62 is a long- 
term veteran of foe city and 
state’s Democratic Party orga- 
nisation. 

Analyst Terry Madonna of 
tbe Millers ville University 
Centre for Politics and Public 
Affairs said, “I think he 
(Blackwell) got steararofled by 
a new kind of African- 
American candidate, who can 
build bridges, who's an idea 
man.” 

*■ In the city's heavily Demo- 
cratic 2nd Congressional Dis- 
trict, the party’s nomination 
virtually guarantees a Novem- 
ber victory. Mr. Blackwell 
trailed Mr. Fattah 42 per cent 
to 58 per cent with 86 per rent 
of tbe vote counted. 


Mitterrand 
hits back 
in nuclear 
tests row 

PARIS (AFP) — French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand in- 
sisted Tuesday that France 
would not resume nuclear tests 
during his presidency, hitting 
back in a row with Prime 
Minister Edouard Bahadur 
over the issue. 

In a television interview on 
the 13th anniversary of his 
election. Mr. Mitterrand, a 
Socialist, charged that as 
French bead of state he had 
prerogative over diplomatic 
and foreign policy and could 
refuse to allow nudear testing 
to resume. 

The conservative Premier 
Bahadur earlier Tuesday said 
that “France had never ruled 
out nudear tests if they were 
necessary to its security.” 

The United States, Britain, 
Russia and France agreed in 
1992 to a moratorium on nuc- 
lear tests. 

The United States derided in 
March to extend its morator- 
ium on testing until September 
1995. China is the only mem- 
bo- of foe U.N. Security Coun- 
cil not have agreed to a mora- 
torium on testing. 

Less than a year before the 
end of his second and final 
seven-year presidential man- 
date on May 8, 1995, Mr. 
Mitterrand threatened to take 
foe issue of nudear testing to 
tbe public if tbe conservative 
government insisted on a re- 
sumption. 

He said he was confident 
that his successor would not 
allow any resumption. 

Gaul list leader Jacques Chir- 
ac, a possible successor to Mr. 
Mitterrand, has firmly backed 
foe resumption of testing. 



Italian Prime Minister -designate Silvio Berfnsconi (left) grins as be meets the press following ta 
with members of his coafitiou (AFP photo) 

Berlusconi sworn in as premier 


ROME (Agencies) — Media 
tycoon Silvio Berlusconi was 
sworn in as Italy's prime minis- 
ter Wednesday at the head of a 
coalition government that has 
brought the hard right to pow- 
er for the first time since 1945. 

Mr. Berlusconi took the 
oath of office vowing to uphold 
Italy's constitution from Presi- 
dent Oscar Luigi Scalfaro at the 
Quirinale Presidential Palace. 

Mr. Berlusconi, owner of a 
$7 billion a year business 
empire, smiled as he took the 
oath, in which he swore to act 
exclusively in Italy's interests. 

He was followed by mem- 
bers of his 25-member cabinet, 
which includes members of the 
neo-fascist National Alliance 
and the federalist Northern 
League. 

Mr. Berlusconi led a con- 
servative “Freedom Alliance” 
to victory in general elections 
six weeks ago. just three 
months after he entered poli- 
tics. 

Mr. Berlusconi has finally 
pur together a government. 
Now comes the truly hard part: 
Keeping it together. 

Two weeks of difficult nego- 
tiations with election allies en- 
ded Tuesday when the media 
magnate unveiled his selec- 
tions for the 25-seat cabinet, 
which includes five members of 
a party that recently grew out 
of the neo-fascist movement. 

Mr. Berlusconi’s cabinet, in- 
cluding 25 ministers, was also 
sworn in Wednesday. There 
are also two deputy premiers in 
the government, with one of 
them also holding a ministry 


pose. 

In addition to the National 
Alliance, the remaining seats 
were divided among Mr. Ber- 
lusconi’s pro- business Forza 
Italia (Let's Go. Italy) and the 
Northern League, which seeks 
to redistribute^ power from the 
capital to the provinces. 

For the moment the gov- 
erning trio appeared to have 
reached a delicate balance in 
Italy's first conservative gov- 
ernment in a half-century. 

The latest battle appears to 
have been won by the North- 
ern League, which was given 
the powerful Interior Ministry 
seat and several other impor- 
tant ministries including 
budget and industry. The coali- 
tion partners argued for days 
over who should get the In- 
terior Ministry, which controls 
some police and investigative 
agencies. 

‘Tm satisfied with the entire 
team,” said the Northern 
League's leader Umberto Bos- 
si. who only a month ago de- 
nounced Mir. Berlusconi as a 
power-hungry autocrat. 

• The National Alliance 
wields less power than the 
other two election allies but 
presents the biggest dilemma 
for Mr. Berlusconi. 

The European Parliament 
and others have warned Italy 
to keep fascists out of govern- 
ment. Some leftist parties say 
the National Alliance is a 
dangerous throwback to dicta- 
tor Benito Mussolini. 

But Mr. Berlusconi insists 
the National Alliance has 
broken from his fascists roots 


U.S. plans to send troops to Haiti — report 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) 
— The United States plans to 
send at least 600 heavily armed 
troops to Haiti to purge its 
military, even if a broader 
programme of international 
sanctions forces the military 
government to give up power, 
the Los Angeles Times re- 
ported Wednesday. 

Citing diplomats and Haitian 
sources, the newspaper re- 
ported from Po it- A u- Prince 
that the only question is the 
timing and ultimate size of the 
force. 

“When (the U.S. troops) 
come is under discussion in 
Washington right now," a U.S. 
official was quoted as saying. 

The official told the Times 
the options are to send troops 
in before or after military lead- 
ers leave. The Americans 
“prefer that they leave first, 
but if they don't the troops will 
go in anyway," one source was 
quoted as saying. 

Some U.S. planners contend 
that the toughening of sanc- 
tions should be given a chance 
to work while others believe 
the new efforts cannot work on 


will take too long, the news- 
paper reported. 

Under a new U.N. Security 
Council resolution, three Hai- 
tian military leaders — Army 
Commander Lieutenant 
General Raoul Cedras. his 
chief deputy. General Philippe 
Biambi, and National Police 
Commander Lieutenant Col- 
onel Michel-Jospeh Francois 
— have been given until May 
21 to resign and leave the 
country. 

If they fail to do so. an 
international economic embar- 
go will take effect, banning all 
trade and commercial dealings 
with Haiti. The sanctions ex- 
empt food products and medic- 
al and humanitarian aid. 

President Bill Ginton said 
recently he would not rule out 
the use of force to restore 
Haiti's deposed president. 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, to 
power. 

But U.S. officials in 
Washington as well as diplo- 
mats and experts in Haiti; 
said Mr. Clinton was only 
trying to ease U.S. congres- 
sional objections to a U.S. 


military invasion. 

“I think by the time it is all 
done, we well see several 
thousand U.S. troops here," 
said, one diplomat from 
another country. 

The United States strongly 
condemned Haiti’s plan Tues- 
day to install an interim presi- 
dent named by opponents of 
Mr. Aristide. 

State Department spokeswoman 
Phyllis WungcaDed a plan to swear in 
Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Emile Jonassaint as interim 
president Wednesday an 
“illegal act by an illegitimate 
president of an illegitimate 
Senate." 

Senate President Bernard 
Sansaricq. whose election was 
not recognised by the interna- 
tional community, announced 
plans to name a new president 
Monday, saying he had milit- 
ary backing. 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Stanley Schrager said that any 
interim government would not 
be recognised by Washington, 
and that members of the new 
regime would not be allowed 
entry to the United States. 


Japan Socialists demand early 



TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
opposition Socialists, who hold 
the swing vote in parliament, 
asked minority Prime Minister 
Tsutomu Hata Wednesday to 
call early elections to restore 
stable government. 

“There is a way for a negoti- 
ated dissolution (of the lower 
house),” Socialist Chairman 
Tomitchi Murayama told a 
rally. 

Another sign that voters 
may soon be called to sort out 
the current political mess came 
from the other main opposition 
force, the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP). 

The LDP, which lost power 
to Mr. Hata's coalition last 
year after 38 years, opened a 
campaign headquarters 
Wednesday to prepare for ear- 
ly polls. 

“We must be ready for any- 
thing,” LDP President Yoehi 
Kono told party officials at an 
opening ceremony. “We must 
win back our place in govern- 
ment." 

The Socialists walked out of 
Mr. Hata’s quarrelsome coali- 
tion on Apni 25, the day he 
was named prime minister, 
condemning Japan to minority 
rule for the fust time since 
1955. 

Together the Socialists and 
LDP command a majority in 


both houses of parliament. 
They have said they will allow 
Mr. Hata’s government to sur- 
vive only until passage of the 
long-delayed state budget, 
probably in early July. 

After that, any party could 
submit a no-confidence motion 
against Mr. Hata's and topple 
his government. 

The Socialists and their 
allies, the Sakigake New Party, 
hold a crucial 90 swing seats in 
the 511-member lower house. 
The LDP holds 206 and Mr. 
Hata's coalition 182. 

If the chamber passed a no- 
confidence vote. Mr. Hata 
would face two choices — to 
call snap general elections or 
resign. 

Tie snap election option, 
however, is complicated by the 
scheduled introduction of sing- 
le-seat electoral districts, man- 
dated by political reforms laws 
enacted in January. 

A government panel is red- 
rawing Japan's electoral map. 
a process which its chairman 
said will take at least a few 
monrhs. The panel’s deadline 
is Oct. 10. 

Many members of parlia- 
ment believe that calling elec- 
tions under the current, discre- 
dited system Of multiple-seat 
constituencies would be tanta- 
mount to nullifying the re- 


forms. 

The multi-seat system was 
seen as the root cause of ram- 
pant corruption because it re- 
quired candidates to campaign 
lavishly. 

Political commentators say. 
however, that the Socialists — 
deeply divided and seen in 
recent years as a declining 
force — would benefit from 
elections under the current sys- 
tem, which favours established 
parties with a nationwide struc- 
ture. 

To allay fears that multi-seat 
polls would destroy the iong- 
soughr reforms. Mr. 
Murayama said an agreement 
for early elections now could 
include a pledge by all parly 
chiefs to hold a second general 
election under the new system. 

"If there are some who wor- 
ry about the resurrection (of 
the multi-seat system), party 
leaders can agree to hold the 
next, next election under the 
single-seat system." he said. 

In parliament Wednesday, 
the opposition tightened the 
noose around Mr. Hata's weak 
government by demanding his 
predecessor appear to testify 
under oath on shady loans. ’ 

Morihiro Hosokawa stepped 
down as prime minister in 
April oyer the personal loan 


scandal, but opposition offi- 
cials said this would not stop 
them from demanding he tes- 
tify. 

“We must now ask for for- 
mer Prime Minister Hosokawa 
and his aide to appear in per- 
son over this affair," Koken 
Nosaka. the Socialists' par- 
liamentary negotiator, told a 
news conference. 

Until they quit the coalition, 
the Socialists had sheilded Mr. 
Hosokawa from this ignominy. 
Politicians who lie to parlia- 
ment under oath can face cri- 
minal charges. 

The LDP and Communists 
have already demanded that 
parliament summon Mr. Hoso- 
kawa and his former political 
treasurer. 

77ie dispute over the loans 
trestimony has frozen the 1994/ 
95 slate budget in parliament 
for two months. The govern- 
ment pushed through a stop- 
gap budget last month and has 
said it will now ask parliament 
for a second one. 

It was unclear whether the 
opposition would boycott 
budget panel sessions to press 
its demands for Mr. Hosokawa 
to testify. But Mr. Hata's 
minority government, desper- 
ate to enact the budget, 
appeared incapable of shelter- 
ing him any further. 


and no longer pushes the anti- 
foreigner and ultra-nationalis- 
tic principles of Mussolini. 

“Italy is finally a European 
and Western democracy in 
which the people select the 
parties taht represent them,” 
said National Alliance leader 
Gianfranco Fini. a longtime 
critic of Italy's old election 
system that doled out parlia- 
ment seats by percentage of 
votes and helped established 
parties retain power. • 

The system was mostly abo- 
lished before the parliamen- 
tary elections in March — the 
first .since kickback scandals 
destroyed the parties that had 
ruled Italy since World War II: 
The Christian Democrats and 
Socialists. 

Among the National 
Alliance members in the 
cabinet is the new telecom- 
munications minister, Giusep- 
pe Tatarella. a longtime neo- 
fascist deputy and a close aide 
to national alliance leader 
Gianfranco Fini. Mr. Tatarella 
also was appointed as one of 
the two deputy premiers. 

Other posts going to tbe 
National Alliance were: Trans- 
portation. environment, cultu- 
ral affairs and agriculture 
the only cabinet seat going to a 
woman. 

The Interior Ministry post 
went to the Northern League's 
No. 2 figure. Roberto Maroni. 
Disputes over two should get 
the post dragged out talks for 
days. 

The government still needs 
to win a confidence vote in 
parliament Monday. 


Barrymore seeks 
divorce after 
7 weeks 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Less* 
than two months after they* 
were married, actress Drew 
Barrymore filed for divorce 
from her Weisb-bom husband 
Tuesday, citing “irrecondli- 
able differences." Barrymore, 
19, who ironically starred in 
foe 1984 movie Irrecondliable 
Differences about a child who 
sues her parents for divorce, 
said foe couple owned no joint 
property and asked that her 
maiden name be restored. 
Acco rdi ng to documents filed 
in Los Angeles Superior 
Court, the couple separated 
April 19, less than a month 
after their wedding. Acting on 
impulse, Barrymore — the 
granddaughter of legendary 
actor John Barrymore — prop- 
osed marriage to her boyfriend 
of six weeks, 31-year-old 
Jeremy Thomas, as they strol- 
led in a back alley near Holly- 
wood Boulevard at 2 a.m. on 
March 20. Three bouts later, 
foe couple traded vows at a bar 
Thomas owns in Hollywood in 
an offbeat ceremony con- 
ducted by a minister hired 
through a toll-free 24- hour 
wedding hot line. “People will j. 
make jokes. Thar's a shame," * 
Thomas told People magazine, 
which plastered the couple on 
tbe cover of its April 11 issue 
proclaiming “Exclusive: 
Drew’s wedding.” Barrymore 
first gained fame at age seven 
playing the little sister in the 
blockbuster movie E.T., The 
Extraterrestrial. But amid the 
bright lights of Hollywood, she 
became a drug abuser at age 12 
and a well- publicised graduate 
of drug rehabilitation at 14. 

Clinton reveals 
a fondness for 
eagles 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, whose Secret 
Service code name is Eagle, 
revealed the source of his 
security identification when he 
said in a speech that he is an 
avid collector of eagle replicas. 

“I have for some time been a 
collector of eagles,” Mr. Clin- 
ton told a dinner crowd of fire 
chiefs and emergency service 
personnel after he was pre- 
sented with a statuette of an 
American bald eagle, symbol 
of , the United States. Mr. Clin- 
ton, the former governor , of 
Arkansas, added that: “In our 
state, we did a lot of . work 
trying to preserve the Amer- 
ican eagle. And by the time I 
left office we had the second 
largest number of eagles than 
any state in the country. “They 
do symbolise what is best ab- 
out our country and I will 
treasure this,” be said, admir- 
ing the brown-coloured cera- 
mic eagle. “With all tbe ones I 
have collected, I think I have 
none as beautiful as this.” 


Cowboy Bob’s wild 
west act Is 
dynamite 

LONDON (R) — A wild west 
showman blew himself up 
when he tried to make blank 
bullets in his garden shed for a 
charity cowboy show, an En- 
glish court was told. Bob Ham- 
mon, a member of a wild west 
group called Rooster’s Ran- 
gers, turned himself into a hu- 
man fireball and was doused 
with a garden hose by his wife, 
newspapers said Wednesday. 
Hammon, 43, spent six weeks 
in hospital for treatment of 
burns before appearing with 
his wife Margaret and another 
member of Rooster's Rangers 
in court in Exeter, south-west 
England, charged with explo- 
sives offences. All three 
pleaded guilty but magistrates 
gave them Conditional dis- 
charges after bearing that they 
had raised thousands of 
pounds for charity. After the 
case. Rooster’s Rangers 
announced they were hanging 
up their guns for good. 

Husband of 4 
sisters crows 
about marital bliss 

Ecuador 

(AFP) — - Ramon Chavez con- 
fessed publicly that be is happi- 
ly married to four sisters i£o 
are all pleased with arrange- 

?~ cn ‘ ; “ d the P™* father of 
23 children. Chavez, 35 was 
interviewed by TeleamaicS 
television with his four wives 
- two of then, pret - 
end his Children ranging in age 
from one to 15 grou^d cioselv 
around him. “I make riwm -n- 

thrift 1 f ortunate ly none 
rhTJ®** for . a . n ything” said 
Chavez, smiling broadiv 
though he conceded that lie 

foralheT** ^ net »mes must 

share the same bed. The famflv 

of sisters and 23 children^ 

riblinS. U ■^ nC0USly and 

ffohngs live together in one 

ips' 
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ATLANTA (R) - Rookie 
Antonio Davis got the hot 
hand in the pivotal third quar- 
ter to spark the Indiana Pacers 
to a 96-85 victory over the 
Atlanta Hawks in the opener 
of their bcst-of-seven Eastern 
Conference semifinal playoff 
series Tuesday. 

The Pacers, who swept 
Orlando in the opening round 
for their first-ever playoff 
series win, have won 12 games 
in a row going back to the 
regular season. 

The top-seeded Hawks, who 
needed all five games to eli- 
minate Miami in the first 
round, for the second consecu- 
tive series dropped game one 
to squander the homecoun 
advantage. 

The Pacers trailed 53-47 at 
halftime when Davis caught 
fire. He made all six of his 
field-goal attempts in the third 
quarter, scoring 12 of his 18 
points, to help Indiana take a 
79-72 lead entering the final 
quarter. 

The Hawks used a 7-0 run. 


capped by a short jumper by 
Danny Manning, to close to 
85-83 with 3:15 to go. 

But Indiana ‘s Reggie Miller 
sank two free throws, Davis 
scored inside and Miller drilled 
a three-pointer from the left 
comer for a 92-S3 lead with 
rwo minutes to play. 

Manning finished with 21 
points to lead Atlanta, which 
was outrebounded bv Indiana 
48-33. 

At Utah, Kart Malone 
scored six of his 25 points 
during a decisive third-quarter 
surge to lead the Jazz past die 
Denver Nuggets 10fr9l in the 
opener of their Western Con- 
ference semifinal. 

John Stockton added 17 
points and 11 assists for Utah, 
which beat the San Antonio 
Spurs m the opening round. 

Diktmbc M atom bo had 2l» 
points and ID rebounds to pace 
the eight-seeded Nuggets, who 
were coming off a stunning 
fifth- gan.-: ups-et of the Seattle 
Supersomcs — the best ream in 
the leaeue this season. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Sunday racing gets nod 

LONDON f AFP) — Sunday racing is set to he intnxiuced ::i 
England and Wales following a vote in parliament for a change 
in the law. British MPs voted b> 29U to 139 to fall into line with 
other major horse racing nations such as France and Italy, 
which already allow races on Sunday. Conservative MP James 
Paice. who instigated the change, predicted there would not be 
any dramatic change or “sudden surge" in Sunday meetings. 
In the next two years the British Horse Racing Board would 
include in its fixture list a small number of Sundays, he said. 
"There are 59 race courses in this country. For the vast 
majority they would not be open on anv one Sunday." said 
Mr. Paice. 

Cannes coach heading for PSG 

CANNES, France (AFPl — Team coach Luis Feniaidcz 
looks to be leaving Cannes for French champions Paris St. 
Germain (PSG) next season. Fernandez, tipped as one r,f the 
favourites to replace Portugal's Artur Jorge as PSG coach, 
revealed the departure to his players during a training session 
Tuesday. Sources dose to the dub said be was bound for the 
capital side. Fernandez, a former French international and 
PSG player, has had a fine season with the Riveiera dub he 
joined last year. Cannes are on course for replace in the 
UEFA Cup next season. 

Footballer chastised for kissing opponent 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — The rough, tough world of 
Australian rules football is agog. Players Russell Prowse was 
sent off and severely reprimanded for daring to kiss an 
opponent flush on the lips. Prowse, who plays for Cardross in 
the Millawa League, thought a fight was developing during last 
week’s match against Bambill. Instead of trading blows, he 
grabbed Bambill player Scott Cameron by the cheeks and 
kissed him on the lips. Cameron staggered back in amazement 
and the potential fight evaporated, but umpire Tony Cox 
banished Prowse from the field for misconduct. Australian 
rules football is an ultra-physical sport that combines aspects 
of Gaelic football, soccer and Rugby. It only is played in 
Australia. 

Budget supports Olympic hopefuls 

CANBERRA (AFP) — The Australian government has 
announced that it will give 594.5 million to help train the 
country's athletes for the 2000 Olympic Games to be hosted bv 
Sydney. The Olympics cash was announced by Treasurer 
Ralph Wijlis in his 1994-95 budget speech here Tuesday. 
Starting with $20 million in Tuesday's budget, the allocation 
will rise to $25 million a year from 1991-98 to the games 
themselves. The money is in addition to S52 million the 
Australian Olympic Committee has pledged to raise to help 
potential team members get experience in international 
competition. 
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Monaco , 
safety 
standards 
go under 
scrutiny 


MONTE CARLO (R) — The 
tragic deaths of Ayrton Senna 
during the San Marino Grand 
Prix 10 days ago mil cast a long 
shadow across the 52nd run- 
ning of the Monaco Grand Prix 
this weekend. 

After six wins in seven years, 
the Brazilian’s absence will 
both leave a void on the track 
that few drivers can fill and 
ensure that safety standards go 
under scrutiny at the world's 
most famous street circuit. 

But for Monaco, it will be 
I nothing new. 

I The 3. 328-kilomclre circuit, 
lined with walk and steel bar- 
riers. has always provoked a 
1 mixture of delight and con- 
I tempt because it is over- 
crowded. narrow, slow, twist- 
| ing and dangerous. 

Yet it also oozes character, 
charm and style. And it has 
remained on the calendar, de- 
spite complaints about the dan- 
gers. because of its history and 
Its ability to generate large 
sums of commercial revenue. 

For the drivers, it is a mix- 
ture of pleasure and anxiety. 

The lack of space to over- 
take means it is essential to 
qualify well, but it also places a 
grest deal of emphasis on pre- 
cision and rhythm. 

"The'e is r.o room to make a 
mistake, said Mika Hak- 
kinen, the McLaren driver who 
lives in Monaco. "At other 
circuits, you might brake a bit 
late or get angry with yourself 
for going a bit wide around a 
comer and you think to your- 
self. -oh. well, II get it right on 
die next lap."’ 

"But at Monaco, there is no 
room to do that. At Monaco, 
you have to be right first time 
— and every time...” 

If not, the hazards are ob- 
vious. 

Apart from the dangers of 
the pit-lane, which the Interna- 
tional Motoring Federation 
(FLA) tackled at its emergency 
summit meeting in Paris last 
week, the proximity of the 
crowd and the sheer narrow- 
ness of the track and lack of 
escape areas are also causes of 
alarm. 

Yet, since the Formula One 
world championship was inau- 
gurated in 1950, only two driv- 
ers have lost their lives after 
crashing at Monaco, although 
there have been many spec- 
tacular accidents. 

Luigi Fagioli died in 1952 
after losing control of his car in 
the tunnel and broadsiding out 
of it into a stone balustrade. 
He died from his injuries more 
than three weeks later. 

In 1967, Lorenzo Bandini 
died three days after being 
dragged from h is blazing and 
wrecked Ferrari after he had 
dipped the chicane and over- 
turned as he entered the har- 
bour. 

A marshal was also killed in 
1962, when Richie Ginther's 
BRM was involved in a pile-up 
at the opening comer. 

But none of these tragic fatal 
accidents were as famous or 
spectacular as that of Alberto 
Ascari, arguably Italy’s 
greatest driver. 

In 1955, Ascari, in a Lancia, 
lost control of his car zt the 
chicane, plunged through a 
barrier of straw bales and into 
the Mediterranean. 

Almost incredibly, he sur- 
vived with only facial injuries, 
but died four days later while 
testing for Ferrari at Monza. 

These accidents and 
tragedies arc all part of the 
Monaco folklore and help ex- 
plain why this weekend 
thousands of tourists will make 
theii way to the prindpality for 
the race. 

Some will be drawn by the 
glamour of the event, others by 
the ghoulish fascination of a 
sport which has attracted all 
the wrong headlines in the last 
10 days. 

But nothing can ever remove 
(he risk of accidents on a tricky 
track which Brazilain Nelson 
Piquet, the three times world 
champion, once compared to 
“riding a bicycle around in the 
kitchen.” 


Jordan International Rally sets off today 


By Aken Bannayao 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The much awa- 
ited start of the Jordan Inter- 
national Rally the second 
round of the Middle East Rally 
Championship — is now only 
hours away and autospons fans 
are set for a two-day highly 
competitive rally in which top 
competitors will put their skill 
and patience to test in the 
23-siage, 981-kilometre event. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hussein will give 
the start signal at 4 p.m. Thurs- 
day as competitors set off from 
the Roman Amphitheatre in 
downtown Amman for the first 
leg of the rally that will take 
them northwards on asphalt 
roads for a route of 341 
kilometres, including 99 
kilometres of 12 special stages 
testing the command and ex- 
pertise of even the most sea- 
soned competitors as they 
drive through forests and 
groves forming one of the most 
scenic parts of Jordan. 

The first 12 stages pass 
through Marsa*. Masarra, the 
River, Ras Al Aqra.' Sakina 
and Kufr Khal before regroup- 
ing at Jerash Resthouse. Cars 
then take (he reverse direction 
through Rumcimeen before 
the first car is due at rally 
headquarters in Amman at the 
Forte Grand Hotel at 12.30 
a. in. Friday. 

The second leg of the rally 
will set off at 8.3U a.m. Friday 
morning from the Forte Grand 
heading southwards for a 
gruelling 64] kilometre drive 
encompassing 300 kilometres 
of II special stages that will 
determine the eventual win- 
ner. 

The desert stages include 
Tunaib. Swaqa. Hafira, Hasa 
and Fujej before regrouping at 
the Petra Forum Hotel at 2 
p.m. 

Cars will then take the re- 
verse direction ihrough Beidha 
Fujeij. Hasa, Hafira, Swaqa, 
and Tunaib before completing 
the rally when the first car is 
due to arrive at the hotel at 
9.15 p.m. 

Although this year's rally 
has been acclaimed as [one of 
the best in years grouping a top 
lineup of competitors from 
Europe and the Middle East, 
the Kingdom's most presti- 
gious sporting event has been 
riddled with many incidents, 
and major withdrawals casting 
a shadow on the highly com- 
petitive preliminary entry list. 

On Tuesday titlebolder and 
reigning 1993 Middle East 
champion Sheikh Hamad Al 
Thani of Qatar announced that 
he will not start the rally. 
Other notable retries which 
have withdrawan are Qatar’s 
Naser Al Attiya, Italy’s Franco 
Corradm, and 1981-82 Jordan 
Rally champion Michel Saleh 
of Lebanon. 

Other withdrawals include 
Lebanon’s Jean Pierre Nasral- 
lah. and Jordan’s Sham’oun 
and Zeid Asfour. 

In the absence of Sheikh 
Hamad, six-time former Mid- 
dle East champion Mohammad 
Bin Sulayem and Sheikh Suheil 
Bin Khalifa Al Maktoum of 
the United Arab Emirates will 
be heading a field of tough 
competitors in the rally spon- 
sored by Camel. 

Bin Sulayem. the four-time 
Jordan Rally champion who 
last won the title in 1990, will 
be driving a UAE armed forces 
Ford Escort RS Cosworth in 
his bid for 30th international 
rally win. His co-driver will be 
Phillip Mills. 

Sheikh Suheil, the current 
leader of the Middle East 
championship after his win of 
April's Qatar Rally, is confi- 
dent of winning the rally for 
the first time and ending Bin 
Sulayem's domination of Mid- 
dle East rallying. He will be 
driving Toyota Celica GT4. 

Jordanian drivers will be giv- 
ing it their best as they face 
better equipped and well spon- 





AbdoUah Bakhasbab **>d B. Willis 

sored teams from 10 countries. . “The great thing about the 
Their only advantage is a fami- Jordan Rally is the mixture of 
liaritv with the all-asphalt first gravel and tarmac surfaces.” 


sored teams from 10 countries. 
Their only advantage is a fami- 
liarity with the all-asphalt first 
leg which they tested in the 
National Rally’ won by Bashar 
Bustani March 25. 

Jordan’s fourth placed Bus- 
tami will have car No. 19 with 
co-driver Malek Hariri in a 
Ford Sierra Coswon'n 4x4. 

Tarek Taba’ and Al’a Had- 
dad will be driving an Aleko 
2141 S; Mahmoud Komok and 
Mo’ncs Madam will be in a 
Renault 5 GT Turbo, Hasan 
Abu Sanra anti Amjad Sha- 
muileh in a Ford S : -rra Cos- 
worth while Ahmad AJ Daoud 
ar.d Ayman Al Hasan will be 
driving another Renault 5GT 
Turbo". 

Loj; year only 13 out of an 
original 36 starters finished the 
rally which has been hailed as 
the best of the five round 
Middle East Rally Cham- 
pionship which also indude 
Qatar. Lebanon. Dubai and 
Oman rallies. 

Competition this year is ex- 
pected to be quite dose with 
only group A and N homolo- 
gated cars taking part. 

Fully equipped Gulf and 
European rally crews have 
been practising for the 23 stage 
event. 

Gulf Oil Team Ford have 
two strong entries in Ford 
Escort RS Cosworths. Ire- 
land's Richie Hoifetd and Ed 
Morgan, and Saudi Arabia's 
Ahmad Al Sabban and Tom 
Steele. 

Both drivers will be compet- 
ing in ttae Jordan Rally for the 
first' time, and the- asphalt 
mountain stages will be Al 
Sabban’s only second experi- 
ence in competitive tarmac 
driving. However, Al Sabban 
and Holfeld are hoping to be 
among front-runners in the ral- 
ly after a good experience in 
the Qatar Rally earlier this 
year where Al Sabban finished 
second in group N behind 
Saudi Arabia’s Abdallah 
Bakhashab. 

Bakhashab, the current 
group N production class lead- 
er, faced a serious problem 
before the rally when his car, 
service vans and transporter 
were lost in Saudi Arabia, 
along with spares for Bin 
Sulayyem and Rashid Bin 
Ghurab. Bakhashab and Bin 
Ghurab drove to the Saudi 
border and tracked the trans- 
porter down to make the start 
of the rally. 

The victory team is another 
top contender for the title and 
a bid for the 1994 FLA Middle 
East Championship. 

Their triumphant debut was 
in the Qatar International Ral- 
ly won by Sheikh Suheil in a 
Toyota Celica GT 4. 

The team is well-equipped 
with rwo rally cars, two prac- 
tice cars, three service vehicles 
and two management cars. 
Their two entries will be 
Sbeikb Suheil with co-driver 
Khalid Malik and Khalifa Ai 
Mutaywi with co-driver Dave 
Nicholson. 

Team manager Terry Plant 
will be aiming to guide Toyota 
to the Middle East manufac- 
turer's title for the eighth time 
in 11 years. 


Previous Jordan rally winners 


1981 Michel Saleh/Lebanon 

1982 Michel Saleh/Lebanon 

1983 Saeed Al Hajiri/Qatar 

1984 Moh’d Bin Sulayem/U AE 

1985 Saeed Al Hajiri/Qatar 

1986 Saeed Al Hajiri/Qatar 

1987 Moh’d Bin Sulayem/UAE 

1988 Moh’d Bin Suiaycm/UAE 
1990 Moh’d Bin Sulayem/UAE 
1992 Abbas Mosawi/Oaiar 


Toyota Celica GT 
Toyota Celica GT 
Opel Manta 400 
Toyota Celica Turbo 
Porsche 911 SCRS 
Porsche 911 SCRS 
Toyota Celica Twincam Turbo 
Toyota Celica Twincam Turbo 
Toyota Celica GT4 
Tovota Celica GT4 


1993 Sheikh Hamad Al Thani/Qatar Mitsubishi Gallant VR4 


says Sheikh Suheil. "Many of 
.die first stages will take place 
after dark and they nil! be very 
tricky.” 

Other entries include 
Andreas Tsoluftas of Cyprus 
and the UK’s Graham Middle- 
ton who will be teaming with 
Jordan's 1993 co-drivers cham- 
pion Faisal Sa'doun. 

"It’s defintcly one of the 
hardest rounds of the Middle 
East Championship." says 
Middleton. "Pve rallied on tar- 
mac many times and the first 
leg will definitely suit my car. 
Some of the stages are superb, 
and I will be hoping to forge a 
group N lead during the first 
fog to take ime the desert 
Friday.” 

The two ladies teams in the 
rally come from Lebanon and 
the United Kingdom. 

Hanady Salloum, Lebanon’s 
spoitwoman of the year is 
teaming with Rita Za’rour in a 
Peugeot 205 GTi 1.9 (see sepa- 
rate story). 

The other ladies team is that 
of Jane Gunningham and 
Pauline Gullick in a Mazda 323 
4WD. 

Gunningham, 19. is the 
youngest competitor in the ral- 
ly. She finished 10th in the 
Qatar Rally last month. 

One of the most unusual cars 
on the entry list is the Volvo 
242 GT driven by Kuwait- 
based Lester Feather- 


stonehaugh. 

"It may be a big car, but it’s 
great fun to drive and its really 
enjoyable to be tackling this 
rally in an unusual car. We 
know it will be impossible to 
beat the four wheel drive cars 
at the finish, but we intend to 
have a go,” he says. 

The Jordan Rally's reputa- 
tion as a highly organised, 
competitive event has attracted 
a record number of partici- 
pants from the UAE, the UK, 
Saudi Arabia, Cyprus, Leba- 
non, Kuwait, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, Belgium and 
O.'nan. Foreign media covering 
the itl./ will play a big role in 
presenting Jordan to the world 
as the event will be covered on 
CNN. LBC, NBC, BBC, 
Eurosport, and Belgian and 
Dutch national televisions. 

RACJ officials seem vmy 
encouraged by the fact that 
Camel — one of the main 
sponsors of the World Cham- 
pionship Formula One. will be 
sponsoring die Jordan Rally in 
1994-95. The brand name is 
now being manufactured in 
Jordan by the Jordan Tobacoo 
and Cigarette Co. in a joint 
venture with RJ. Reynolds 
Tobacco International. 

RAO officials are hopeful 
that the Jordan International 
Rally will soon form one of the 
10 rounds of the World Rally 
Championship and the interest 
shown by representatives from 
the International Automobile 
Federation (FIA) following up 


- the development of the Jordan 
Rally throughout the years is 
most promising. ; 

“The Jordan Internationa] 
Rally's reputation as the best 1 
rally of die Middle East is * 
undisputed. We are looking at 
the World Championship, ' 
which will be the pinnacle of * 
our achievements," RACJ ; 
Director Derek Ledger noted • 
at a recent press conference. ’ 

This year. FIA's Ricardo ’ 
Cecci of Italy, one of five 
offi cials who specialise in the * 
World Championship rallies, is . 
the official of the rally. 

For the first time FIA has ; 
appointed a technical delegate ' 
to a Middle East rally. Jaako 
Mark ul a of Finland is in charge ■ 
of technical scroti nee ring to 
ensure that all competing cars', 
comply with the standards and 
regulations required in such an .* 
international rally. 

The Committee of Interna--, 
tional Stewards — the body 
that judges all aspects of the 
rally and interprets the rules ' 
and regulations — is headed by ■ 
Wilhelm Lyding, president of.' 
the German Motor Sports Fed- .■ 
eration. The committee also -, 
includes Christos Kyriakides of 
Cyprus and FLA Vice Presi- • 
dent Alec Dardoufas of the 
Automobile and Touring Club 
of Greece which is responsible - 
for the organising of the Acro- 
polis Rally, one of the major 
World Championship events. 

The rally has not yet been ' 
won by a Jordanian. The best *' 
result was Nabil Dirani’s ' 
second place finish in 1981. 
The major obstacle for Jorda- *’ 
nian drivers has proved to be ' 
lack of sponsorship. The King- J 
dam's 1993 champion Amjad-; 
Farrah has announced that he • 
would not be taking part in the 
international rally for this 
reason. 

Farrah had finished third in 
the 1993 Jordan Rally behind J 
Mudar Al Assad and Sbeikb' 
Hamad. 

A welcome gesture was the 
Forte Grand's announcement 
that the hotel had undertaken . 
the complete sponsorship of 
Jordan’s Bashar Bnstami, 
while the Jordan Tobacco and ' 
Cigarette Company also ; 
announced that they would be 
presenting cash awards to the 
top three Jordanian partici- 
pants. 


Lebanese women crew to 
get a taste of desert rally 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Car racing, a tough and deman- 
ding sport, has almost been exclusively taken by 
men, especially in the conservative Middle 
East. But a few women have recently been 
venturing into the sport and competing with 
men. 

Two of these women are Lebanese Hanadi 
Salloum and Rita Za’rour, who will compete in 
the Jordan International rally that starts today. 

In their fifth participation in a rally since 
1991, the two-women crew said the Jordan 
‘Rally is their first step towards a wider interna- 
tional participation in the future. 

Salloum, a top-notch athlete in Lebanon and 
sportswoman of the year (1994), will be driving 
her Peugeot 205 GTI 19 for the fust time in a 
desert race. 

She said the 23-stage rally is a big challenge 
for her and her co-pilot, Za'rour, since it is the 
first time they will experience driving in the 
desert. 

"In my four previous rallies in Lebanon. I 
only competed on asphalt roads, but in the 
Jordan Rally I want to cross the desert for the 
first time, and I want to do it without mis- 
takes,” Salloum told the Jordan Tunes. 

She said she adored C3rs and that she started 
driving when she was a teenager, pointing that 
her skill prompted Lebanese racing drivers to 
recommend her to form a women's rally team. 

”My reputation in driving is acknowledged 
by many m Lebanon, and every one knows I 
drive well” said Saflom, who works with 
Lebanese television MTV as a music show host. 

The first rally test for the women's Promo 
Spore team was Al Jabal in Lebanon in 1991. 
when they earned the 23tfa place out of 79 cars 
that participated. 

“That was a great accomplishment for us, 
since it was our first rally participation,” she 
said. 

Salloum, who had practised several sport s 
before switching to racing said her family was 
not enthused about her new sport because 
“they were afraid I would hurt myself in one of 
the competitions." 

According to Salloum, she is the first woman 
in Lebanon to take this sport seriously and 
devote time and effort to it, earning her the 
woman of the year title. 

“It is a hard but challenging sport at the same 
time. We practise daily for long bows until we 
are completely worn out," she siad. 




V 







Lebanese crew Ritta Za’rour (right) and 
SaKotun 

Za’rour, who is co-piloting with Salloum for 
the second time, said that she had fears about 
racing through desert stages. But after test- 
running the routes and examining the stages in 
the past four days she said she gained enough 
confidence and knowledge to go through it. 

"It is very important for us to complete the 
desert stages, because if we do, this means we 
can participate in any rally in the world," the 
27-year-old said. 

Za’rour, who is a saleswoman at a depart- 
ment store in Beirut, said she felt privileged to 
be in the sport of car racing, adding that it is a 
sport few people can afford. 

Salloum said she aims to become a profes- 
sional race driver and to reach top postions at 
international rallies. She said she hoped her 
experience would open the door for more 
women to participate in future Arab and 
international rallies. 

“I wish that all women in the Middle East 
would participate in future rallies to prove that 
thesport is not dominated by men," she said. 

The duo said ir is too early to predict what 
position they will accomplish in the Jordan 
Rally, but said they were determined to com- 
pete forcefully and hoped to achieve eood 
results. 


Cinema TeL: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


TeL: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


flatlsners 

Shows: 12 JO. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 

Tom & Jerry at U a.m. 


Doiph Lundgren & George Segal 
in 

JOSHUA TREE 

“Forced Vengeance’* 
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TeL: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


The political comedy, play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 


TeL: 675571 Nabil & Hisham's Te!.: 625155 

Theatre AHIAN THEATRE 


The political comedy piay: 


“WHAT A PEACE!” 
(ATSaiam Ya Salam) 

At: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 625155 


T*~* 





Cabinet reviews Yemen evacuation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam A1 Majaii 
on Wednesday chaired the weekly Foreign Ministry meeting 
and was briefed on efforts exerted by die Jordanian embassy in 
Sanaa to evacuate Jordanians from strife-tom Yemen. Dr_ 
Majaii issued directives concerning the work of the ministry. 
He said he supports views calling for increasing daily working 
hours of government departments and making a two-day 
weekend. Ministry Secretary General Nayef A1 Hadid briefed 
the prime minister on the ministry’s plans to purchase 
bmloings to house Jordanian embassies abroad. The premier 
stressed the need for the ministry to do that in accordance to a 
well-prepared plan. 


Christopher to Middle East at weekend 


WASHINGTON (R) — Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher mil return to the Middle East this weekend to try to 
spur Israeli-Syrian peace talks, officials and diplomats said 
Tuesday. They said Mr. Christopher was likely to travel to 
Damascus Sunday from Geneva, where he is scheduled to 
partic i p a te Friday in a foreign ministers conference on Bosnia. 
He wifi go to Israel, probably Monday evening, and return to 
Washingto n Tuesday. U.S. officials did not rule out one other 
stop in the region. Both U.S. officials and Middle East 
diplomats played down expectations for the trip. Mr. Christ- 
opher, returning from an extensive shuttle in the region only 
last week, said be bad moved Israeli-Syrian peace talks to a 
hew substantive level but he gave no details of the substance of 
the discussions. 


Iran claims Britain bugs London embassy 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian President Hasbemi Rafsanjani on 
Wednesday claimed Britain had planted bugs inside Iran’s 
embassy in London, the Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported. There was no mnn«fate British response to the 
allegation. Mr. Rafsanjani embassy staff found 

microphones in the bufldmg, which was reopened in Decem- 
ber, more than 13 years after it was damaged in a raid by 
British commandos and police that broke a siege by Iranian 
militants. The two countries broke relations u 1969 after 


Ayatollah Ruboflah Khomeini ordered the killing of British 
author Salman Rushdie, saying his novel “The Satan'.: 

V. Ul_ t T.l. J c u 


Verses” blasphemed Islam. Ties were restored in September 
1990 but the two nations have not exchanged ambassadors. 
Recently, relations have deteriorated following British allega- 
tions of Iranians contacts with die Irish Republican Army. 


Aristide opponent sworn in as president 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AFP) — Supreme Court President 
Emfle Jonassaim was sworn in Wednesday as provisional 
president in a c eremony at the National Assembly. Mr. 
Jonassaint, 81, was inaugurated in a political move that defies 
international «Hwnnt« to reinstate ousted President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. General Raoul Gedras, who lead the 1991 


coup that ousted Mr. Aristide, attended die ceremony, along 
with Se n ator B er na rd S an sa ri co. leader of die anti- Aristide 


with Senator B er na rd Sansaricq, leader of die anti-Aristide 
bloc m the Senate. The U.S. Stale Department Tuesday 
condemned the inauguration as an “illegal act by an iQegiti- 
mate president of an illegitimate senate.” 


Valley comes under Israeli fire 


TYRE (AFP) — The Israeli army rained flares and shells on a 
valley in South Lebanon Wednesday after one of its helicop- 
ters dodged a missile attack, security sources said. The 
helicopter was over-flying Kfarhuna village, a stronghold of 
Hizbollah guerrillas on the outskirts of Israel’s self-proclaimed 
“security zone” in South Lebanon when a SAM-7 missile was 
fired on it, they added. The crew replied by firing two packets 
at guerrilla bases, but caused no casualties. The Israeli army 
then launched a two-hour raid on the Wadi A1 Hu j air valley, 
used by the guerrillas to infiltrate the zone, attacking it until 
flares and more than 40 shells, sources said. 


PFLP claims attack on Israeli bus 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Hie Damascos-lraed Popular Front 
for the liberation of Palestine (PFLP) Wednesday said it 
carried out an attack on an Israeli bus in the occupied West 
Bank in which three people were wounded. The group, which 
-is opposed to the peace process, said its fighters Tuesday 
opened fire at a bus carrying Jewish settlers between RamaBan 
and Nablus. An Israeli mOftaxy official said three people were 
wounded in the attack by three gunmen who later fled the 


China allows key dissident to leave 


NEW YORK (AFP) — China will allow prommeat dissident 
Yu Haocbeng to leave the country this month to study and 
lecture' at Columbia University in New York, the New York 
Times said Wednesday, grating Western diplomats. Mr. Yu, 
66, a one-time communist propaganda duef who became a 
vocal champion of democracy in China, this week received a 
Chinese passport allowing him to apply for a visa to enter the 
Urated States, the Times said, citing unnamed diplomats. Mr. 
Yn’s previous petitions to go abroad were returned by Chinese 
authorities. Mr. Yu is the former chief editor of the Masses 
Publishing House, an organ of China's Public Security Bureau. 
Mr. Yu was not available for comment, but reportedly has 
purchased an airline ticket to leave China on May 28, the 
Times said. 


4kil!ed in fire at Beirut gas station 


BEIRUT (AP) — A family of three was among four people 
lolled when fuel caught fire and set cars alight near a Beirut 
filling station Wednesday, police said. They said the fire 
started as a fuel tanker was emptying gasoline at the filling 
station in Beirut's seaside Jenab neighbourhood at midday. 
Some fuel leaked from the tanker’s hose as fuel was being 
pumped into underground tanks at the Coral station, police at 
the scene said. A lighted cigarette or a vehicle’s hot muffler 
may have ignited the gasoline, which flowed into the street 
leading to the main coastal highway to southern Lebanon, 


according to police. Among the victims was a woman and her 
two children who were killed inside their burning car,” police 
said. Witnesses said the father staggered out of the burning 


burning 
I out of 


car,” police 


Chevrolet Sedan in flames as workers struggled to put out the 
blaze with fire extinguishers. The victim was in serious 
condition in hospital. 


Iranian deputies urge ban on satellites 


TCHRrtN (AFP) — A group, of Iranian deputies called 
Wednesday for a ban on satellite programmes in the Islamic, 
republic amid fears that Western culture was invading the 
country. The deputies, representing the Islamic conservatives 
in Iran, proposed to the parliament that satellite dishes be 
removed from rooftops in Tehran and other major cities. 
According to parliamentary sources, the assembly will soon 
take up the issue, which has posed a new challenge to the 
religious and political establishment. Iranian authorities are 
divided over the issue of the ban. 


Palestinian groups hand to PLO returnee list 


TUNIS (R) — Two Palestinian groups have handed to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) a list of their 
members who want to return to the self-rule territories in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, PLO sources said on Wednesday. 
They said the lists were handed to PLO officials in Tunis by 
Abu Nidhai Mselmi from the* Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) and Saji Salameh from the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). Both 
groups oppose die PLO’s peace deal with Israel. The lists 
indude dozens of names, the sources said. 


House to 


study laws 
with Senate 
changes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Low- 
er House of Parliament on 
Wednesday referred to its Law 
Committee an amended draft 
law on municipalities for 1994. 
The amended draft was refer- 
red to the House by the Upper 
House (Senate), which intro- 
duced the amendements. 

Meeting in the presence of 
the Cabinet, the House also 
referred to the Law Committee 
a draft law on standards and 
specifications for 1993. The 
draft was referred to the House 
also by the Senate to which it 
introduced amendments. 

Later the House endorsed 
amendments to articles 28, 72 
and 80 of a 1994 law on public 
security. 

The amendments were intro- 
duced in response to a desire 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
and are aimed at improving the 
living conditions of all person- 
nel of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces and the public security. 
The amendments largely be- 
nefit the pensioners, who, 
according to the law, would 
receive a lump sum of six- 
month salary as bonus upon 
the termination of their ser- 
vices. 

The House endorsed an 
amended iaw for the Jordanian 
Armed Forces 



The House endorsed an 
amended law to the civil courts 
which was also referred back to 
it by the Senate and approved 
a Frencb-Jordanian financial 
protocol for 1994. 


KING MEETS PATRIARCH: His Majesty King Jordan George A1 Muit. Following the audience 


Court Greek Catholic Patriarch Maximus 
ihfch n of Antioch and AI Orient, who offered 
kb condohsces to the King on the passing of the 
bte Queen Zdn, the Queen Mother. Present at 
the audience was Greek Catholic Bishop of 


Hussein’s role in safeguarding the Holy Places in 
Jerusalem. The patriarch earlier met Dr. 
Mohammad president of the AI al Bait 

University and learnt about the new university’s 
programmes objectives (Petra photo) 


Salt to get state university 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The edu- 
cational committee of tbe 
Lower House of Parliament 
has completed a legislation to 
set up a new university called 
the “Hashemieh University” 
in Salt which is expected to 
open its doors at the start of 
academic year 1994-95, De- 
puty Prime Minister and 
Higher Education Minister 
Saeed AI Tal said Wednes- 
day. 

Dr. Tal told reporters that 
tbe new university was neces- 
sary to help promote voca- 
tional and technical training 
and applied sciences. 

“The new state university 
would be considered as a 


turning point in endeavours 
by promoting applied science 
education in Jordan and its 
services would be open to all 
people and would cater to the 
needs of the local labour mar- 
kets,” the minister said. 

The Hashemieh University 
will serve as an umbrella for 
various state-run community 
colleges serving outride the 
framework of universities 
and will aim at promoting 
these colleges academically 
and technically and upgrade 
their staff in accordance with 
tbe requirements of the needs 
of the country, be said. 

Jordan is in need of techni- 
cians and instructors in ap- 


plied sciences who can help 
develop various labour sec- 
tors, Dr. Tal said. 

Private community col- 
leges would remain financial- 
ly and administratively inde- 
pendent, but can be linked to 
- and follow the system to be 
set by the Hashemieh Uni- 
versity, he said. 

The university’s curricula 
would be flexible and cater- 
ing to the new developments 
of the labour market and 
would include training 
courses for upgrading voca- 
tional and technical training, 
be added. 

The university will be gov- 
erned by a board of trustees. 


Israel, PLO reach accord on police 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The nearly 800 
Palestinian policemen camped 
near the King Hussein Bridge 
will begin their entry to the 
occupied West Bank town of 
Jericho on Thursday, four days 
after the first units arrived 
there, Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials 
said Wednesday. 

They said negotiations be- 
tween PLO and Israeli officials 
m the occupied territories as 
well as contacts between tbe 
Israeli government and the 
PLO leadership in Tunis had 
led to an understanding that 
the deployment could begin 
Thursday. 


One of the key precondi- 
tions, according to reports 
from occupied Jerusalem and 
Tunis, is that PLO Chairman 
.Yasser Arafat announce his 
autonomy cabinet which will 
run the occupied Gaza Strip 
and Jericho in the initial phase 
of the Sept. 13 Israel-PLO 
agreement signed in Washing- 
ton. 


As the first concrete step 
towards the deployment, 
several senior officials from the 
police force, drawn from units 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA) based in Jordan 
and Iraq, entered Jericho on 
Wednesday to inspect areas 
designated for the police force 
to take up positions, the PLO 
officials said. They returned to 
the East Bank later in the day. 

“We expect the deployment 


to begin in earnest on Friday.” 
said a PLO official. “An adv- 
ance unit of a few officers and 
men will enter on Thursday, 
but the actual entry will for- 
mally begin 24 hours later.” 

Brigadier Haj Ismail Jabr, 
commander-designate of 
Jericho, said “a platoon of my 
forces will be allowed into 
Jericho at an early hoar Thurs- 
day morning.” A platoon con- 
sist of 50 men. 

“A second batch of approx- 
imately 300 men will be 
allowed into Jericho Thursday 
afternoon to be followed by 
nearly 400 men on Friday,” 
Brig. Jaber told the Associated 
Press. 

Brig. Ismail blamed the 
four-day delay in the entry into 
Jericho on technical problems 
— primarily that some of the 
men did not possess travel 
documents. 

‘The main problem was be- 
cause some of the policemen 
do not have any travel docu- 
ments, such as passports or 
identification cards,” he said. 

He refused to disclose their 
number or how the problem 
was solved. 

But a security source. 
Quoted by the AP, estimated 
the number at 100 and said tbe 
Kingdom had agreed to pro- 
vide them with Jordanian pass- 
ports. 

Highly-placed PLO sources 
described the delay as a tactic 
by the Israelis. “They want to 
tell us that nothing has 
changed by the peace agree- 
ment and they are still in 
control,” said one source. 


“Keeping the force camped 
out near the bridge under in- 
ternational media limelight is 
their way of telling us that they 
still call the shots,” said the 


source 

Another source speculated 
that the delay was Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s way 
of ridiculing Mr. Arafat after 
the PLO chairman sought a 
three-week delay in im- 
plementing the agreement on 
modalities of autonomy the 
two leaders signed in Cairo last 
week. 

Following the signing, Mr. 
Rabin told a press conference 
that Mr. Arafat bad said that 
the PLO was not ready yet to 
take over control of Gaza and 
Jericho. 

The Israeli premier agreed 
to the request, but in public 
comments since then be 
appeared to be hitting at Mr. 
Arafat for not being ready to 
take over as soon as the Cairo 
accord was signed. 

According to the PLO sources, 
Mr. Arafat was humiliated 
by Mr. Rabin's comments 
“and wanted to prove that tbe 
PLO was indeed a well- 
organised force which is .cap- 
able of living up to expecta- 
tions.” 

That was why Mr. Arafat 
ordered the police force to 
move into the occupied terri- 
tories early this week, only to 
be prevented by tbe Israelis, 
who cited lack of technical 
preparations for the actual 
police deployments. 

“The fact of the matter was 
that there were indeed short- 


comings in the preparations.” 
said another PLO source. “But 
these should have been taken 
care of in a matter of 24 hours. 
There was no reason for the 
Israelis to delay the process so 
long.” 

Another report, quoting an 
Israeli general, said Israel 
would not allow the police 
force across the bridge before 
Mr. Arafat announced his 
autonomy cabinet. 

A token 150-strong police 
force entered the Gaza Strip 
on Tuesday across the Rafah 
border point between Egypt 
and Israel. 


The police force awaiting 
Israeli clearance at the King 
Hussein Bridge is made up of 
270 officers from the Bader 
Brigade of tbe PLA stationed 
in Jordan and 500 from the Al 
Aqsa Brigade who arrived 
from Baghdad on Sunday and 
joined the Bader unit at the 
bridge on Monday. 


Their aims, mostly Kalash- 
nikovs and sidearms, have 
already been sent across the 
bridge for Israeli inspections 
and registration before being 
banded back to the police force 
upon its entry to Jericho. 

The men are housed at the 
pilgrimage station used by 
Palestinian and Israeli Arabs 
passing through Jordan to per- 
form the Haj. 

Over the past three days, 
many of the soldiers-rumed- 
policemen had family visitors, 
many of whom they have not 
seen for years since they were 
stationed in Iraq. 


Aziz 


renews 


lobbying 
at U.N. 


UNITED nations (R) — 

-Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz was beginning a 
10-day visit to New York 
Wednesday in his ongoing 
campaign to convince Security 
Council members to lift the oil 
embargo against Baghdad. 

Mr. Aziz was to meet indi- 
vidual council ambassadors 
and other envoys in private 
sessions before beginning talks 
Friday with Rolf Ekeus, bead 
of tbe U.N. special commission 
in charge of dismantling Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

He came to New York from 
Vienna where be has spent two 
days negotiating with Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) Director Hans Blix on 
the nuclear segment of a tong- 
term monitoring programme. 

The monitoring programme, 
to ensure Iraq does not reac- 
quire proscribed weapons, is 
the last major phase before 
Mr. Ekeus and Mr. Blix can 
recommend the Security Coun- 
cil consider lifting the oil 
embargo, which is tied to com- 
pliance on weapons. - 

Iraq was pot under stringent 
sanctions a few days after its 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. A 1991 Gulf war cease- 
fire resolution ties exports 
from Iraq, such as oil, to 
weapons demands and the im- 
port of goods to a host of other 
requirements. 

Mr. Ekeus says he wants to 
put so-called baseline struc- 
tures in place for chemical, 
biological and ballistic 
weapons after which he plans 
to test the various programmes 
for at least six months. Mr. 
Aziz and other Iraqi officials 
have been attempting to speed 
up this trial period. 

The Security Council con- 
ducts its regular 60-day review 
on May 17, while Mr. Aziz is 
still in New York. But mem- 
bers do not expect any action 
and will not even issue a state- 
ment after a dispute last month 
on what the statement should 


say. 

In July, however, when Mr. 
Ekeus is expected to finish the 
first phase erf the monitoring 
programme, discussions within 
the council are expected to. be 
more heated. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, before his trip to 
Saudi Arabia last week, reaf- 
firmed that the United States 
would not Kft the embargo for 
some time to come, regardless 
of Iraq’s action on weapons. 

In Baghdad, a senior United 
Nations weapons expert said 
Iraq has been stripped of all its 
poisonous gases. 

“I think Iraq has no chemic- 
al weapons and chemical 
agents any more,” Jurgen 
Mibm, chief inspector of a 
U.N. team charged with scrap- 
ping chemical weapons in Iraq, 
told Reuters on Tuesday. 

“AH chemical weapons, 
agents, precursors and all 
wasted chemicals have been 
destroyed,” Mr. Mihxn, a Ger- 
man, said. 

Muthana, where Iraq’s roost 
advanced chemical production 
plants were once situated, is 
now the target of what Mr. 
Mflim described as a “sweep- 
ing operation,” to dose and 
seal off tbe site before handing 
it over to tbe Iraqis. 


Bosnia government on 
offensive on several fronts 


Would-be Rabin heir 
wins high-profile job 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnia’s mainly Muslim gov- 
ernment army has stepped up 
attacks on several fronts, in- 
cluding the strategic Serb- 
controlled town of Brcko 
where it was blamed Wednes- 
day for a mortar attack that 
killed a pregnant woman and 
two children. 

Tbe shelling of downtown 
Brcko came Tuesday, shortly 
after UN officials said govern- 
ment troops had deployed 
mortars and anti-aircraft guns 
near Sarajevo in violation of a 
U.N.-imposed heavy arms ex- 
clusion zone around the capit- 
al. 

Fighting between the army 
and Bosnian Serb troops was 
also reported Wednesday in 
die northern town of Tuzla 
where U-N. officials said four 
mortar rounds landed in the 
Muslim part of the city. 

Commander David Hollo- 
way, a spokesman for the U.N. 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR), said fighting was also 
reported about 10 kilometres 
northeast of Tuzla where U.N. 
military observers counted 30 
detonations. 

He said it was unclear if the 
fighting caused any casualties. 

In Brcko, meanwhile, 
though the UNPROFOR did 


not say who was responsible 
for the shelling, its spokesman 
in Zagreb sard there were 
“very strong indications” that 
it came from government posi- 
tions. 

UNPROFOR Sarajevo 
spokesman Eric Chaperon 
said, “a pregnant woman and 
two children were killed and 13 
others wounded" when 10 
mortar shells hit the centre of 
Brcko on Tuesday shortly after 
7:30 p.m. (1730 GMT). 

A Zagreb UN spokesman 
said UN military observers in 
the north-eastern town saw 
nine impact points where shells 
struck in Brcko’s downtown 


area. 

The U.N. observers were 
sent to the town amid fears 
that Brcko was becoming a 
new flashpoint in the two-year- 
old Bosnian war. 

On Wednesday morning, 
three shells slammed into the 
Muslim-held city of Tuzla, 50 
kilometres to the south. A 
reporter said two artillery 
shells and a mortar bomb hit 


the centre of the city desig- 
nated a U.N. -protected “safe 


area.” No casualties were im- 
mediately reported. 

The two attacks could Trig- 
ger a new crisis in the 25- 
month-old war that has torn 


the former Yugoslav republic. 

Rebel Serbs who endose 
Tuzla on two sides have been 
warned by the United Nations 
not to bombard the city and 
five other Muslim endaves or 
face bombings by western jets. 

Indications that a major bat- 
tle could take place for the 
strategic Brcko corridor link- 
ing Serb-held lands in Bosnia 
and Croatia are worrying the 
U.N., which deployed 32 milit- 
ary observers fUNMOS) in the 
area this weekend. 

The Sava River port of ab- 
out 25,000 people could be the 
next focus of the war If Mus- 
lims tried to cut the strategic 
corridor or their Serb foes tried 
to widen it. 

Bosnian Serbs stressed the 
importance to them of Brcko 
by holding a session of their 
parliament here on Tuesday. 
Their leader Radovan Karad- 
zic told reporters the shelling 
was “an attempt to threaten 
the holding of the parliament 
and an assassination attempt 
against die leadership.” 

Bozo Isailovic, 61, his 
daughter-in-law Svetlana, 27, 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
young Israeli political maver- 
ick, kicked out of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin's Labour 
Party, has grabbed bold of its 
traditional power base and 
positioned himself for a future 
leadership challenge. 

Haim Ramon, 44, quit as 
health minister just two 
months ago after Mr. Rabin 
and the cabinet withdrew their 
support for his far-reaching 
health care reform bill. 

Ke was back with a 
vengeance on Wednesday, the 
winner of elections for the 
leader of the Histadrut trade 
federation, Israel’s largest 
labour union and a symbol of 
'big, bungling bureaucracy. 

“Ramon will be able to call 
the shots. He has made himself 
the left's most shining new 
political star and a likely future 
candidate for prime minister,” 
political reporter Sarah Honig 
wrote in the Jerusalem Post. 

“The biggest loser is Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, whose 
power base the Histadrut 
machine has been thus far,” 
she said. 


left-wing Meretz Party, and tbe 
religious Shas party, to form a 
list for the Histadrut elections. 

He pledged to rid the His- 
tadrut of corruption and dose 
the gap between rich and poor. 

In February, Mr. Ramon 
was booted out of Labour after 
publicly embarrassing Mr. 
Rabin by making a bitter, 
nationally broadcast farewell 
speech as health minister at a 
party forum attended by the 
prime minister. 


who was eight months pre 
enant and her two-year-olc 


Mr. Ramon, a strong sup- 
jrter of the IsraeJ-PaTestine 


gnant and her two-year-old 
daughter Bozana were killed 
when a shell hit a window of 
their apartment 


porter of the IsraeJ-PaTestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace accord, joined 
with Mr. Rabin's main govern- 
ment coalition partner, the 


Mr. Rabin said at the time 
that Mr. Ramon was beaded 
towards the political wilder- 
ness. Political commentators 
agreed he was now firmly back 
in the spotlight. 

While the main issue was 
ostensibly health reform, Tues- 
day's vote was more about a 
transfer of power from elderly 
immigrant Zionists to a youn- 
ger generation of more 
pragmatic native Israelis. 

The vote ousted Labour 
from the leadership of one of 
the most powerful institutions 
in Israel. 

It also dealt a powerful blow 
to the party’s establishment, 
dominated by hundreds of en- 
trenched Histadrut functionar- 
ies widely seen as holdovers 
from Israel’s socialist begin- 
nings. 



Prince Edward 
complains to press 
watchdog 


LONDON (R) — Prince Ed- 
ward h£s complained to Bri- 
tain’s press watchdog after 
newspapers published photo- 
graphs of him kissing his girl- 
friend. It is die second such 
complaint by a member of the 
royal family. The Sun, Daily 
Mirror, Today and Daily Ex- 
press newspapers all carried 
pictures taken with telephoto 
lenses a week ago featuring the 
prince. Queen Elizabeth’s 
youngest son and seventh in 


Japan princess 
expecting 2nd 
child 


Historians 
worry about 
Disney project 


Willie Nelson 
arrested 


WACO, Texas (R) --Country 

nnDA, 117: If’ li .j*. J 


singeT Willie Ne&n was 
arrested in central Tejfjis on a 
marijuana possession charge 
Tuesday after he was found 
napping m a car, police said. 
Nelsoa was found asleep m tbe 
back seat of a car parked along 

f„ S 2I! C t IOad °? Interstate 35 

in Hewitt, a suburb of Waco, 

poba »,d. When police op- 

E?i?" !“ w ! n *>w snd asked 
tor identification, he produced 
? driver’s licence, said 
Hewitt* Cooper of the 
What department. 

What appeared to be a hand- 
rolled marijuana cigarette was 

S ? hcra y Nebon 
was. put under arrest- for oos- 
session of the drug, police ^ 


line to tbe throne, kissing pub- 
lic relations officer Sophie 


Rhys Jones. The Press Com- 
plaints Commission (PCC) is 
examining the complaint, 
which was made through Buck- 
ingham Palace on the grounds 
that using telephoto lenses, on 
private property without con- 
sent breached the industry’s 
own code of conduct. Prince 
Edward took the unpre- 
cedented step of writing to 
newspaper editors last Decem- 
ber asking for privacy for him 
and Ms. Rhys Jones to carry on 
their lives as normal after tbe 
romance became public know- 
ledge. His brother. Prince 
Andrew, made the first com- 
plaint by a member of the royal 
family to tbe PCC through 
Buckingham Palace in 1991 
over a picture published in the 
People showing his daughter 
running naked in a garden. 


TOKYO (AP) — The wife of 
Emperor Alrihito's youngest 
son. Princess Kiko, is -expecting 
her second child, the Imperial 
Household Agency said in a 
statement that Princess Kiko, 
27, is two months .into a pre- 
gnancy that has been trouble- 
free so Car. Princess Kiko is a 
commoner by birth. She mar- 
ried Prince Akishino, second 
in tine to Japan's chrysanthe- 
mum throne, in June 1990. She 
gave birth to their first child, a 
(laughter named Mako, in 
October 1991. Princess Kiko 
was a graduate student at 
Gaknshuin University before 
marrying her former class- 
mate, known then as Prince 
Aya. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Prom- 
inent historians Wednesday 
joined the attack on the prop- 
osed Disney’s America theme 
park in Virginia near dvil war 
sites. Some 30 historians, 
banded under a new organisa- 
tion called “Protect Historic 
America" said in statements 
the park will commercialise 
and endanger the integrity of 
historically important areas. 
The Walt Disney Company 
plans a 3,000-acre theme park 
depicting periods in American 
history, a golf course and hous- 
ing about 35 miles west of 
Washington near Haymarket, 
Virginia, an area near Man- 
assas, scene of two famous civil 
war battles and within an area 
of other battlefields. “Disney 
people will do to American 
history what they have already 
done to the animal kingdom — 
sentimentalise it out of recog- 
nition,” said Shelby Foote, a 
dvil war historian. I? we permit 
the Walt Disney Company to 
commercialise the area of 16 
dvil war battlefields in north- 
ern Virginia for tourist trade 
profits, we will forfeit our re- 
spect for our past and much of 
our self-respect as well,” says 
former Yale historian C Vann 
woodward. The project has 
fervent local support but 
equally determined opposition 
from environmentalists and 
landowners in the area of 
sprawling farms and villages in 
sight of the Blue ridge moun- 
tains. , 
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